28 D’Arcy Rd
Wanganui 4500

29 August 2014

Chief Executive

Wanganui District Council

PO Box 637

Wanganui 4540

Dear Sir

Submission: Proposed Slip Protection Zone, 28 D’Arcy Rd, Bastia Hill

This letter is in response to the Council’s letter of 10™ June 2014 advising of Council’s intention to include a
Slip Protection Zone over many properties in the Bastia Hill area, including ours at 28 D’Arcy Road.

While we do not oppose the intent of the proposed zone, expert advice we have sort suggests the lack of
sophistication taken by Council compared to what is at stake would cause Council embarrassment should we
decide to contest the proposed zone. However, concerning our own property, we propose a simple solution.

In support of our opposition to the proposed zone, we wish to make the following comments:

a)

b)

c)

d)

We understand why it is prudent for Council to take steps to limit its future liability and be
transparent for future property owners concerning sites of additional risk to the norm. However,
Council did issue building consents for the houses affected and in respect to or residence, obviously
an extremely important factor we took into account in deciding on its purchase. So, as well as future
owners, the Council has a duty of care to the existing owners.

The house was built in 1977 (37 years old) and shows no sign of settlement, which would suggest the
site foundation is stable, which is not as implied by the proposed zone Area A having a risk of failure
period of 10-50 years.

Prospective purchasers and Insurance Companies react to headline information and the wording as
proposed in the zone paints a more severe picture than what seems to be intended when speaking
with Council representatives. The headline information will most likely have a negative impact on
the value and saleability of our property. Like most New Zealanders, a large chunk of our personal
savings is wrapped up in our residence.

While we appreciate the expertise of the people involved in deciding on the makeup and boundaries
of the proposed zone, Council is the representative of this community and so has a legal duty of care
in exercising its powers. The method to assess the risk of slippage to our residence (i.e. inspecting
soil maps and aerial photos and a drive by (when our property is hidden from sight) is actually
seriously inadequate for what is at stake.
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