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Obviously Council encouragement of creativity and new ideas would help and
to that extent the proposed influences of Green Design and promotion of
Tangata Whenua stories are a start.

The proposed changes however are silent on the potential contribution from
the Arts Sector that has already taken a place in the urban fabric of the Town
Centre [Murals, sculpture, window displays, pop-up shops].

The proposed changes make no sense in the light of Council’s intentions to
become Business-Friendly.

The proposed changes appear to be an attempt at playing catch-up where the
horse has already bolted.[Trying to make “Big Box” retail look like a 19"
century village.]

The proposed changes, even if in place today, would not have been wide
enough in scope to have captured townscape design standards for the rebuild
at 249 Wicksteed Street.

Ultimately a more expansive vision of the future Town Centre will incorporate
the diminishing resource of heritage buildings together with new buildings that
are allowed to reflect their intended use, vitality, strength and safety as well

as open spaces that are loaded with symbolism that reflect our understanding
of our place and community. The sort of vibrancy that the Town Centre
Rejuvenation project might bring to the District’s core could include less retail
space but more open space, new activities and uses not previously dominant
or considered. We must move on by looking forward to the realities of the 21%
Century rather than exclusively romanticising the past.

The previous attempts to regiment and replicate have failed and likewise the
proposed authoritarian idea of "managed design" is a recipe for continuing the
disaster.

Our request to Council is to simply maintain the situation of the status quo
[Option 1] until :-

[il a proper and coherent evaluation of existing regulations is completed;
[ii] the wider Town Centre Rejuvenation project has had time and space to
make its recommendations.

John and Geoff Anderson, Wanganui Furnishers, 33 Victoria Avenue. 2/2
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