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Of the few informed most stated submissions were in their experience pointless, consultation 

token. Disillusioned. 

 

Announcements, predominantly online, have excluded too many of our foundation members who over 

decades have paid for and maintain our infrastructure. 

However targeted groups, Iwi, Hapu, Kaumatua Kaunihera, etc are fully informed. 
 

Democratic rights of the individual 

 
 

It is ironic that Councillors in exercising their own democratic power will remove the right of 

others. Forever changing the rights of every member in this community both Maori and non Maori. 
 

 

Your personal vote as a Councillor cannot be overturned by public referendum, forever recorded in 

this country's history. 

 
 

Due to Local Electoral (Maori Wards and Maori Constituencies) Amendment Act 2021, Minister for Local 

Government Nanaia Mahuta, 

A public referendum cannot overturn Council imposing Maori Wards. Few submitters will know 

this. 
 

At last election Council were not given the mandate to alter local democracy 

 

Maori Wards were not on the table. Therefore Councillors and Mayor have not been given the 

mandate to alter local democracy. 

 

On that basis Councillors who vote October 24th to implement Maori Wards will be expressing their 

personal view - not that of this community. 

 

Mayor Andrew Tripe campaigned to protect and retain local democracy. That expectation must be 

honored. 

 

Co governance was discussed with many elected councillors pledging to uphold democratic selection 

rejecting race determined appointments or systems. 
 

Councillors who mistakenly believe that Maori are not elected to Council due to racism reflect their 

own unsubstantiated personal bias 

 

This view is insulting to past and current Councillors and Mayors, elected without the benefit of 

Wards. Both Maori and non Maori alike. 

 

Views like this diminish the contributions of all Maori Parliamentarians, Acting Prime minister James 

Carroll (1909 & 1911), Ralph Love, Sir Apirana Ngata, Moko Tepania, Tory Whanau amongst many Maori 

elected who have worked and strived for their communities. 

 

People of profile and calibre, inespective of race, are elected to lead communities, demonstrated by 

history. 

 

Mostly it is a slur on this community. Offensive to people like myself. At each election I have chosen 

Maori candidates - not because of race - but because of confidence in that candidate's suitability. 
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Hasty timeframe suggests central government majority party are utilizing local government to implement 

and embed a political party policy 'interpretation' of Te Tiriti - not universally held or agreed to. 

 

LGNZ (without consultation of members) were signatory to a HOA with Nanaia Mahuta to not oppose 3 

Waters - now mandated against overwhelming opposition (800,000 in opposition). Along with other 

breaches of democracy. 

 

No public referendum offered or allowed with few aware of the 2021 Act amendment - Outrage is 

guaranteed - Intensified by it being subsequent to the event. 

 

It is imprudent, bordering on destructive, for 13 people to impose race based seats given the lack of 

community knowledge, lack of expected referendum and limited time frame for consultation. 
 

Councillors will lose public trust. 

 
Due diligence, education and comprehensive consultation seeking community support prior to the 

next elections will retain community harmony not intensify existing public distrust of government due 

to mandates and other perceived breaches of democracy. 
 

Distrust and disillusionment will increase lack of engagement 

 
 

46% at last election. Data supp01is Maori voter turnout is extremely poor. 

 

Wards are tangible evidence ofracial division. As are the two flags which have been (recently)flown daily 

outside Council. 

 

Should Council impose Wards, then incoming government remove, there will be unnecessary community 

conflict, disharmony, resentment, loss of faith in local government. Rifts which may take years to heal. 
 

Amongst Maori roll voters there is confusion that it is similar to Te Tai Hauauru. General roll are mostly 

oblivious. 
 

Successful election of candidates to Council is based on 

Candidate having an existing voting base & support - family, friends, associates 

High public profile - social, business, cultural, religious & group affiliations 

Election time enhanced voter familiarity 

Personal promotion, cost, billboards, online etc 

Known & past performance 

Perceived suitability & competence - public meetings, newspaper, etc 
Ratepayer vested interest 

Religious and ethnic association - Ratana, Iwi, community mana, community affiliations 
 

Data shows poor Maori descendant voter turn out 

Apathy - Do not attribute more to any apathy you may have observed than what it is - not inter-generational 

grief, it is simply people getting on with their lives, concerned about cost of living etc - assured others have 

the helm, 

Disinterest - also expressed in general population by 46% turnout last election 
Tribal love - Te ao Maori is a traditional whakapapa lineage system, Ariki and Rangitira rule with majority 

living as noa Maori within a class system 

Youthful population- Statistics show those descended from Maori have a higher percentage of youthful 
population - ineligible to vote 

Eligible youth - often less engaged 









 

 

 

Leanne Hamilton 
 

 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Frances Lavin  

Wednesday, 6 September 2023 12:29 pm 

MaoriWards 

Submission on Maori wards 

 
 

We reject the idea of having seperate Maori representation on our council. 

To say that Maori are not already represented through the democratic system is not correct. We already 
have seperate Maori seats in government and that is enough. 

To say that successful Maori ward councillors represent Maori and also the whole community when they 

have only obtained their seat at the council table through the Maori roll , thereby denying the majority of 

voters a say , is not democracy . All candidates should be voted for by all voters who wish to exercise their 

democratic right to select those who represent them. 

How can they represent the whole conununity when part of the community has been denied their right to 

vote them in? The Maori roll represents about 5% of the eligible voters in NZ. We would be then in the 

position of councillors being elected by a very small minority indeed. This is not representative democracy. 
 

Brian and Frances Lavin 

 

 





















 

 

Leanne Hamilton 

 
From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

 

 
Hayden ICuzzybrews <  

Thursday, 7 September 2023 8:02 am 

MaoriWards; novena.mcguckin@tetumupaeroa.co.nz 

Re: Maori ward engagement 

 
 

Thanks for the reminder. Here is our feedback: 

 
The Maori population is 26% of Whanganui city 

 
The electoral turn out for the whole of Whanganui was 46 percent 

Maori voter turn out is historically low across the country 

If the majority of Maori in Whanganui voted it has the power to decide the election 

 
Our view is that strong representation on Maori seats would have a significant effect on voter turn out it 

would also make decision by the council more in line with how our people think 

 

District and regional council have significant powers and their decisions are arguably more impactful on 

things we care about 

 

Our view is that Patutokotoko should support Maori seats but we recognise this is a significant change and 

requires more than a feedback email type of engagement process. Our advice is to contact Maori Ward 

councillors cunently in place throughout the country to come and speak to hapu and iwi to better understand 

how they fulfil their role and give greater voice to hapu, iwi and Maori in within our democratic system. 

 

There is a current debate that the risk of Maori wards is it takes out the need for hapu and iwi. This is not the 

case from our perspective but there needs to be an educational aspect leading into the decision. 

 
Hope this helps! 

 

 

 

Get Outlook for iOS 
 





 

 

Leanne Hamilton 
 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Rawiri Tinirau  

Monday, 11 September 2023 9:11 am 

MaoriWards 

Re: Maori ward engagement 

 
 

Morena Leanne 

 
At our Ngati Hine and Ngati Ruaka hapu hui yesterday, we agreed to support the introduction of Maori wards in the 

Whanganui District Council. 

 
Nga mihi 

Rawiri 

 

From: MaoriWards <MaoriWards@whanganui.govt.nz> 

Date: Thursday, 7 September 2023 at 10:15 AM 

To: Rawiri Tinirau <r  

Subject: RE: Maori ward engagement 

 
Kia ora Rawiri 

 
Thank you for your reply. 

I look forward to receiving your hapu feedback on Monday. 

Ngaa mihi 

Leanne 

 

From: Rawiri Tinirau  

Sent: Thursday, 7 September 2023 7:56 am 

To: MaoriWards <MaoriWards@whanganui.govt.nz> 

Cc:  

Subject: Re: Maori ward engagement 

Kia ora Leanne 

Our hapu hui is on Sunday- can we please get our hapu thoughts to you on Monday please? 

 
Nga mihi 

Rawiri 

 
 
 

On 7/09/2023, at 7:53 AM, MaoriWards <MaoriWards@whanganui.govt.nz> wrote: 

 

 
Kia ora 

 
This is a courtesy email for those who may not yet had their say. Feedback closes apopo and I 

encourage you and your whanau to provide your whakaaro if you haven't already done so. 

 
Ngaa mihi 





 

 

 




