
DECISION NUMBER  044/2026 
 

CERTIFICATE NUMBER   036/CERT/044/2019.3 
 

IN THE MATTER of the Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012 
 

AND 
 

IN THE MATTER of an application by Tony Sundman for 
Renewal of a Managers Certificate 
pursuant to section 224 of the Act. 

 
BEFORE THE WHANGANUI DISTRICT LICENSING COMMITTEE 
 
The renewal of managers’ certificate application (MC044) had no matters of opposition raised under section 225 
reports; therefore, the matter was considered by the Whanganui District Licensing Commissioner in accordance with 
sections 226, 227 and 228 of the Act.  
 
Commissioner: Stuart Hylton 
 
DECISION OF THE WHANGANUI DISTRICT LICENSING COMMITTEE 
 

1. Application 
Tony Sundman made the application on the prescribed form received 23 September 2026. The applicant now intends 
to use the certificate at Porridge Watson (Tavern style On-licence). The applicant has the required qualifications and 
has not incurred any relevant convictions since last renewal although did incur an infringement notice for being 
intoxicated as a duty manager i.e. s.250 of the Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act. 
 

2. Decision Making 
In considering this application for a manager’s certificate the licensing committee had regard to the following criteria 
under section 227 of the Act. 
 
(a) the applicant's suitability to be a manager: 
(b) any convictions recorded against the applicant since the certificate was issued or last renewed:  
(c) the manner in which the manager has managed the sale and supply of alcohol pursuant to the licence with the aim 
of contributing to the reduction of alcohol-related harm: 
(d) any matters dealt with in any report made under section 225. 
 
3 Reporting Agencies 
The following reports were received under section 225 of the Act and considered during the decision. 
 
3.1     Police – No opposition within report dated 2 October 2026. The Police noted the applicant was observed on 
Saturday 7 June 2025 as being intoxicated whilst ‘on duty’ as premise manager. Police issued him witha $500 infringement 
fee which he subsequently paid. Police state they have taken a ‘graduated response’ to this non-compliance. They report 
no further breeches have been observed. 
 
3.2   Licensing Inspector – Full report concluding the Inspector does not oppose the application.  
 
4 Conclusion 
Based on the evidence provided to me within the application and statutory reports I conclude that Tony Sundman meets 
the criteria to have the Managers Certificate renewed in accordance with section 227 of the Act for three years. However, 
Mr Sundman should think himself as fortunate that Police and the Inspector have taken a graduated response position to 
the issue of him being on duty whilst intoxicated. There are instances around the country where agencies have taken a 
far greater enforcement response to similar instances resulting in the Alcohol Regulatory and Licensing Authority (ARLA) 
making orders for complete cancellation of managers’ certificates on the grounds that the holder is completely 
unsuitable to hold a position of trust. 
 
In New Zealand liquor licensing jurisprudence, ARLA and the courts have repeatedly emphasised that the manager on 
duty is the "guiding hand" and the critical frontline mechanism for ensuring compliance with the Sale and Supply of 
Alcohol Act 2012. 
 
In the highly cited decision Deejay Enterprises Limited (LLA 531/97–532/97), the Authority laid out the standard expected 
of those managing premises, stating: “The Authority noted that operators and certificate holders face increased scrutiny 
because legal requirements and patron desires often conflict, positioning the manager as a crucial counterweight to 
commercial and customer pressures.” 
The applicant on this occasion has been given a chance by the agencies to show he is still suitable to hold a manager’s 
certificate. This Committee expects the enforcement agencies will monitor the certificate holder’s behaviour during the 
renewal phase. We trust the holder has learnt from his mistake. 

http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/2012/0120/latest/link.aspx?id=DLM3339718
https://resources.alcohol.org.nz/alcohol-management-laws/administering-alcohol-law/alcohol-licensing-and-hearings-guide-for-regulatory-agencies
https://resources.alcohol.org.nz/alcohol-management-laws/administering-alcohol-law/alcohol-licensing-and-hearings-guide-for-regulatory-agencies


 
5 Decision 
Accordingly, and on the balance of there being no opposition from the reporting agencies, the application for certificate 
renewal is Approved for issue immediately for a period of 3 years dated from the expiry date of the current certificate. 
 
Dated this the 8th day of October 2026. 
 
Signed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
………………………………………………………..… 
Stuart Hylton 
Whanganui District Licensing Commissioner 


