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Parks and Reserves Provision Analysis 

 

1. BACKGROUND 

1.1 General introduction and vision statement 

The Parks and Open Spaces Strategy is intended to cover a period of 20 years (to 2026) and to reflect 

actual growth and community need for the next 10 years (to 2016). 

 

It will meet our goal of providing good quality parks for recreation, sports and amenity that adequately 

cater for our population, and will ensure the provision of green corridors, both through and around the 

city, for amenity purposes and wildlife refuge. In particular, the urban community will have easy access 

to the river and surrounding countryside, as well as good access to urban parks and reserves.  

 

This recognises that parks and reserves serve a significant community function and are highly valued 

for relaxation, play, urban relief, and amenity value. 

 

These principles also align with the Wanganui District’s Community Outcomes, principally A safe and 

healthy community, Recognition as a great place to live and visit, Development of amenities and 

recreational opportunities and the Development of the full cultural and environmental potential of the 

Whanganui River. 

 

With around 94% of households in the Wanganui District making use of parks and reserves it is clear 

that these spaces represent an important natural resource. Furthermore, the maintenance and 

protection of these areas is a frequent community concern. As a result, measures to preserve and 

enhance our District’s parks and reserves in relation to future growth and demand are critical.  

  

“Beach reserve, Kowhai Park excellent, Virginia Lake is great” 

  “Parks – fabulous, so many, so close, well maintained” 

 “Virginia Lake improvements – good for visitors” 

  “Trees and greenery – not a bare city”1 

 

1.2 Purpose 

The purpose of this document is to: 

1) Identify existing land resources; 

2) Identify the need for additional reserve land; 

3) Identify surplus provision; and  

                                                      
1 Wanganui District Council. (2003). Community Views Survey. 
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4) Ultimately feed into a Parks and Open Spaces Strategy.                                     

 

The Parks and Open Spaces Strategy will not be responsible for specific sporting needs as these 

concerns are to be addressed by a specialised Sport and Physical Activity Plan.  

 

This document will: 

• Identify current and future demand for reserves, public amenities and open space. 

• Identify current deficiencies and likely future demand for each type of reserve, including 

requirements for additional land, facilities and amenities. 

• Seek to identify surplus reserve provision.  

• Generally define the minimum facility standard for each type of reserve. 

• Acknowledge the importance of open green space provision within our urban setting.  

 

1.3 Related legislation 

The Parks and Open Spaces Strategy will be principally influenced by the:  

• Reserves Act (1977)  

• Resource Management Act (1991) 

• Local Government Act (2002) 

 

Reserves Act (1977) 
The Reserves Act (RA) applies to all public land that has been classified and gazetted in accordance 

with its provisions. 

 

Its main functions are:  

• To assist in the management and preservation of public spaces and reserves in order to 

derive educational, recreational, environmental or aesthetic benefit. 

• To ensure the preservation of representative natural ecosystems or landscapes, and the 

indigenous species of flora and fauna contained therein. 

• To ensure public access to the coastline, islands, lakeshore and riverbanks while protecting 

and preserving the natural state of these areas. 

   

The RA specifically requires the development of management plans for all recreation reserves to 

enable effective planning and administration. In particular, a management plan “should be viewed as a 

community document…(it) provides the community with certainty about the function and management 

of each reserve or grouping”2. 

 

An account of the eight types of reserve is also provided. This clarifies the general purpose of each 

class and communicates the requirement that each reserve be managed in compliance with its stated 
                                                      
2 www.lgnz.co.nz/library/files/store_003/chapter6.pdf (1998). p.1. 
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purpose. Where Council fails to abide by a reserve’s management plan the RA dictates that a process 

of public notification be undertaken for the leasing of areas of that reserve. 

 

The Wanganui District Council currently has the following management plans: 

• Bason Botanic Gardens Management Plan (2000) 

• Castlecliff Coastal Reserve Management Plan (2005) 

• Greenbelt Reserve Management Plan (1999) 

• Neighbourhood Reserves Management Plan (1997) 

• Otamatea Park Recreation Reserve Management Plan (1992) 

• Queens Park Reserve Management Plan (1992) 

• Parks and Reserves Asset Management Plan (1996) 

• South Beach Management Plan (under preparation, 2005) 

• Sports Ground Management Plan (1997) 

• Springvale Park Management Plan (1994) 

 

In addition, these development plans also exist: 

• Hylton Park and Hylton Pit Development Plan (1996) 

• Kowhai Park Development Plan (2003) 

• Virginia Lake Development Plan (1996) 

 

Resource Management Act (1991) 
The Resource Management Act (RMA) seeks to promote the responsible management of both 

physical and natural resources in order to avoid irreparable environmental damage. Sustainable 

practices will be those which manage “the use, development, and protection of natural and physical 

resources in a way, or at a rate, which enables people and communities to provide for their social, 

economic, and cultural wellbeing and for their health and safety”3. These measures will: 

• Sustain the potential of natural and physical resources (excluding minerals) to meet the 

reasonably foreseeable needs of future generations; 

• Safeguard the life-supporting capacity of air, water, soil, and ecosystems; and 

• Avoid, remedy, or mitigate any adverse effects of activities on the environment4. 

 

Of particular consequence to the Wanganui District Council is the RMA’s District Plan requirement. 

This document sets minimum environmental standards and specifies how land use, subdivision and 

development activities will be managed to protect our District’s natural resources. These approaches 

are intended to reflect the community’s expectations, and as such, Council is required to undergo 

public consultation when preparing, reviewing or amending the Plan. 

 

                                                      
3 www.mfe.govt.nz/publications/rma/rma-guide-jul04/html/page2.html (2004). p.2.  
4 Ibid. p.2. 
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The RMA also enables territorial authorities to request financial contributions for development in order 

to ensure that park and reserve provision continues to match urban growth. 

 

Local Government Act (2002) 
Section 198 of the Local Government Act (LGA) accords Council the authority to require a 

development contribution to fund increased growth driven demand for such things as reserves, 

network infrastructure and community infrastructure. Growth is taken to mean an increase in 

population, households or allotments. 

 

Council’s current Development Contributions policy is contained in the 10-Year Plan 2006-2016 and 

has been prepared in adherence to the stipulations of the LGA as opposed to the RMA. 

 

1.4 Context 
District Plan 
The District Plan is statutorily required by the Resource Management Act (1991) and seeks to ensure 

the sustainable management of both natural and physical resources as well as general environmental 

protection. It is responsible for guiding and controlling all development and land use within the District 

and is concerned with the effect of land use activities on social, cultural, economic and environmental 

wellbeing. 

 

10-Year Plan (LTCCP) 
This plan sets Council and community priorities for the next ten years and is subject to a compulsory 

process of review every three years. The Parks and Open Spaces Strategy will align with these 

priorities and this document incorporates their direction through “policies, guidelines and key actions” 

within each category of open space. 

 
Annual Plan 
The Annual Plan is directly related to the 10-Year Plan and is also responsible for identifying the 

services and activities that Council will deliver, including costs and payment plans. This is produced 

each year except for in years when a 10-Year Plan is required.  

 

Associated policies and strategies 
There are a number of additional policies and strategies that are closely associated with the provision 

of open space and with which the strategy must seek consistency. These documents include:  

• Development Contributions Policy (2006) – governs the process by which Council can collect 

development contributions in order to fund open space provision as a result of growth 

requirements. 

• Green Streets Policy (2002) - this Policy provides guidelines for Council officers to make more 

efficient decisions, and to interact with the public over requests for the pruning, removal and 

planting of trees. This is related to the Council’s Tree Policy which is still under preparation.  
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• Public Places, Parks and Reserves Bylaw (1996) - Controls activities to ensure acceptable 

standards of convenience, safety, and visual amenity while ensuring that civic values are 

maintained. 

• Queens Park Accommodation Study (1995) - the purpose of this document is to provide 

guidelines for the coordination of accommodation needs and future development at Queens 

Park by the park’s institutions and users. 

• Solar Protection Policy (2005) - the purpose of this Policy is to ensure that the provision of 

solar protection is an integral part of the Council’s planning processes.   

• Swimming Strategy for Wanganui (2004) - Sport and Recreation Wanganui presented this 

strategy in April 2004 with Council accepting the proposed extension for the Splash Centre 

thereafter.    

• The Wanganui Cycling Strategy (2003) - this Strategy is a plan and a commitment by the 

District Council and wider community to improve the safety and convenience of cycling in the 

city. 

• Wanganui District Council Recreation Plan (1994) - the purpose of this document is to provide 

a comprehensive and objective approach to the future recreational needs of the community. It 

is also intended to increase participation in recreation, sport and the arts.   

 

Further strategies and policies are currently under development and include a Litter Strategy, 

Springvale Park Development Plan, a Physical Activity Plan and an over-arching Sports Strategy.  

 

1.5 Reserves covered by this document 

A complete picture of the parks and reserves in our District is crucial if we wish to accurately reflect 

community need and current provision. As such, this document encompasses Council-owned land as 

well as land belonging to outside bodies. This is because the public is unlikely to consider land 

ownership when using or appreciating the amenity a reserve provides. Therefore, the most significant 

features of reserve provision are: 

• Public access 

• The security of long-term availability 

• Responsible public management 

 

1.6 Structure of parks provision by community 

In order to enable appropriate referencing to population statistics it is necessary to identify the 

communities currently serviced by the District’s parks and reserves. These suburbs are those used by 

Statistics New Zealand for Census purposes. 

• Balgownie 

• Bastia Hill 

• Blueskin (R)  

• Maxwell (R) 

• Mosston 

• Otamatea 
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• Castlecliff North 

• Castlecliff South 

• Cooks Gardens 

• Durie Hill 

• Fordell-Kakatahi (R) 

• Gonville East 

• Gonville South 

• Gonville West 

• Kowhai Park 

• Laird Park 

• Lower Aramoho 

• Marybank-Gordon Park (R) 

• Putiki 

• Spriggens Park 

• Springvale East 

• Springvale West 

• St Johns Hill 

• Tawhero 

• Upper Aramoho 

• Wanganui Central 

• Wanganui Collegiate 

• Wembley Park 

• Williams Domain 

(R) = Rural areas 

 
Current parks definitions 
The following categories of open space and reserve will be covered by this document. 

1.7 Premier parks 

Parks of high value and significance to the community. They have a 

high profile, a high level of use and are well known in the community, 

for example, Kowhai Park. 

1.8 Road reserves  

Reserves alongside roading corridors, or those which provide links 

between larger reserves and residential areas, for example, Indus 

Street reserve. They facilitate walking and other active recreational 

pursuits while also providing pleasant and safe values for 

neighbourhoods and road users. 

1.9 Conservation reserves 

Reserves generally maintained in their natural state and with a primary focus on conservation value, 

for example, Taylor’s Cave. These are often inherited as gifts or bequests or acquired on subdivision. 

The Council is required by legislation to take either esplanade strips or esplanade reserves adjoining 

rivers, lakes or coastal areas on subdivision. 

1.10 Neighbourhood reserves  

A ‘walk-to’ park within 500 metres of a neighbourhood containing 1,000 residents in the urban area, or 

within 5 kilometres of a rural zone containing 250 people, for example, Hammond Park. It should be a 

safe, attractive, well maintained, free draining, flat or gently undulating grassed area and will most 

often contain children’s play equipment, seating, paths, amenity lighting and planting.   
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1.11 Open space reserves 

Reserve space for informal usage but well maintained, for example, Glen Logie Rose Garden. Toilets 

and benches may be provided at recognised congregation areas. These reserves contribute to the 

marketable characteristics of suburban areas by presenting a pleasant environment and green 

breathing space. 

1.12 Wilderness parks 

Parks and reserves that have been acquired through bequests or Crown appointment. The majority of 

these areas consist of steep hill country and have multiple uses including recreation, grazing and 

forestry, for example, Waitotara Recreation Reserve. 

1.13 Sports grounds – premier 

Sports grounds of high value and significance to the community. They have a high profile, a high level 

of use and are well known in the community, for example, Cooks Gardens. 

1.14 Sports grounds – other 

Grounds maintained at an acceptable standard for formal sporting activity, for example, Wembley 

Park. Toilets, car parks and changing rooms are likely to be available and some reserves may have 

resident sports club facilities. 

1.15 Sports grounds – non-WDC owned 

Reserves that have generally been developed to suit the demands of a particular sport, e.g. golf. It is 

likely that the majority of the reserve is maintained for this single purpose and that other sporting uses 

are restricted. Informal recreation such as walking, while possible, may be restricted to certain parts of 

the reserve. These reserves are likely to have sports club buildings and member facilities. While non-

members may be able to use these grounds they will often be subject to club user charges. For 

example, Castlecliff Golf Club.  

 

2. RESERVE PLANS 
The provision of reserve space and public recreational facilities has predominantly been the 

responsibility of local government. This emphasis has led the Council to develop policies and 

management plans to direct the provision of these recreational assets. 

 

Section 9.6.9 of the District Plan states Council’s intention to: “…Ensure adequate provision of 

recreation and leisure opportunities and optimal distribution and utilisation of reserves and recreational 

facilities”. 
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As a result, plans to govern the aforementioned categories of open space and reserve need to 

consider future use and demand. This will reflect the community’s aspirations for their green spaces 

and ease planning difficulties. 

 

3. PRINCIPAL OBJECTIVES 
In considering our District’s present and potential park and reserve needs, it is important to attain the 

following objectives as detailed in the 10-Year Plan 2006-2016: 

• To contribute to the beautification of the environment by providing a range of landscape 

enhancements including maintenance of grassed areas, trees, flower gardens and planting at 

selected traffic islands. 

• To ensure the accessibility of parks for the public. 

• To ensure the maintenance of assets on all parks to prolong their service capacity. 

• To ensure the quantity and location of parks, reserves, play grounds and public conveniences 

meets the needs of the community. 

• To provide a range of social, cultural, economic and environmental opportunities. 

• To meet the required levels of service in the most cost effective way. 

 

Sports ground provision is similarly governed: 

• To contribute to the beautification of the environment by providing and maintaining open 

space sports fields. 

• To ensure the accessibility of sports grounds for public use. 

• To ensure the maintenance of assets on all sports grounds to prolong their service capacity. 

• To ensure the quantity and location of sports grounds and public conveniences meet the 

needs of the community.  

Cooks Gardens: 

• To provide a facility capable of hosting local, national and international sporting/recreational 

events. 

• To ensure the accessibility of Cooks Gardens for public use. 

• To ensure the maintenance of assets on Cooks Gardens to prolong their service capacity.  

A number of service levels, performance measures and targets have been developed to track actual 

performance in relation to the aforementioned objectives. This chart is included in Appendix 1.   

 

4. RECREATION TRENDS 
The following trends are indicative of the nature and frequency of demand for open space within the 

City: 

• Bowls, cricket, netball, soccer and touch show some decrease in the number of people 

actively involved (Social Indicators Report 2005). 
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• Statistics at the Splash Centre and Wanganui East pool indicate an increase in swimming 

participation (Social Indicators Report 2005). 

• Golf, rugby and indoor swimming figures have remained relatively static (Social Indicators 

Report 2005).  

• Tennis, Kiwi Seniors and hockey enjoyed increased popularity in the year ending July 2005 

(Social Indicators Report 2005). 

 

The following statistics are released by SPARC and represent the recreation patterns of children and 

adults within the Regional Sports Trust area comprising Taranaki, Manawatu and Wanganui for the 

period from 1997 to 2001. A further survey is to be conducted in 2006 with results released in 2008. 

• 69% of young people were active, spending an average of 6.7 hours per week participating in 

sports and active leisure. 

• The proportion of boys living in this region who were active had fallen significantly from 84% in 

1997 to 64% in 2001. 

• More than two-thirds (69%) of adults in this region were active. This was similar to the 

proportion of all New Zealand adults who were active (68%), but Taranaki, Wanganui, and 

Manawatu adults spent more time being active per week (average of 10.3 hours) than adults 

in the country as a whole (9.3 hours). 

• The proportion of women living in Taranaki, Wanganui, and Manawatu who were active had 

increased significantly over the period 1997 to 2001. In 1997, 66% were active and by 2001 

this figure had increased to 77%. 

• While 69% of Taranaki, Wanganui, and Manawatu adults were active for more than 2.5 hours 

per week, only four out of ten adults (42%) were active for 30 minutes or more on at least five 

days a week. 

• About two-thirds of young people in this region were interested in participating in a new sport 

or active leisure activity (68%). More than half of adults in this region (54%) wanted to be more 

active than they were currently. 

• Almost nine-in-ten young people living in Taranaki, Wanganui, and Manawatu (88%) took part 

in some sport or active leisure. The most popular sport for boys was soccer (22% play) and for 

girls it was netball (12%). Cycling was the most popular active leisure activity for boys (29%) 

and for girls it was swimming (32%).   

• Almost all Taranaki, Wanganui, and Manawatu adults (97%) enjoyed some form of sport or 

active leisure over a year. Golf was the most popular sport for both men and women (30% of 

men and 13% of women played).  

• Walking was the most common form of recreational activity and continues to experience 

sustained popularity within aging communities. 

 

It is important for Council to not only acknowledge these trends but to also ensure flexibility within the 

parks and reserve network in order to respond to changing needs.  
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5. RESERVES BY TYPE 

5.1 Premier parks 

These parks are well established and fill a significant and high profile role within the community. 

Future increases in the number of premier parks are unlikely. 

Quantity/size of land 

Our premier parks range in size from just over 1,000m² to close to 260,000m². 

Location 

The majority of these parks are located in the urban area, with the exception of the Bason Botanic 

Gardens. 

Minimum asset requirements 

In May 2005 Council adopted a Solar Protection Policy, and as such, Council is charged with a 

responsibility to increase solar protection: 

• At open space sites and facilities owned by Council; and  

• At other sporting and recreation facilities.  

The provision of shade through structures, 

trees or other planting will be a minimum 

asset requirement for all Council-owned 

reserves except for at undeveloped sites or 

road reserves. 

 

Our premier parks are all well developed with 

a focus on encouraging public use and 

recreation. As a result, they may provide: 

• Shade 

• Well kept grass areas 

• Fences and/or gates 

• Rubbish bins 

• Picnic tables  

• Car parking 

• Trees and amenity planting 

• Footpaths and walkways 

• Seating 

• Toilet facilities 

• Play equipment 

 

Policies, guidelines  and key actions 
Policies and guidelines 

 A number of priorities are identified by the Queens Park Accommodation Study, including 

iwi involvement in decision-making, appropriate coordination of Queens Park institutions 

and the preservation of the reserve’s open space characteristics.  

 Consideration of relevant reserve management and development plans where applicable.  
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 Adherence to the Solar Protection Policy. 

 Enforcement of sand removal guidelines at Castlecliff Beachfront where necessary. 

 

Key actions 

 Maintenance of our premier parks will continue to reflect the high value and significance 

placed on them by our community.  

 A new link road will be developed at Bason Botanic Gardens in 2008/09- 2009/10. 

 Completion of the Waterfront Development Project. This construction will provide a 

cantilevered boardwalk from the Town Bridge to the ‘Waimarie’ and will link with the Town 

Wharf on the downstream side of the City Bridge in order to attract pedestrian traffic to the 

riverfront area and reclaim the river as a recreational and tourist amenity. 

 Toilets and play equipment will be upgraded at Kowhai Park in 2007/08.  

 Development of a Litter Strategy to inform Council of the most appropriate locations for 

rubbish receptacles.  

 Review of the Kowhai Park Development Plan in 2006. 

 Concurrent review of the District Plan and Queens Park Reserve Management Plan in 

2007 in order to ensure consistency between the two documents.  

 Parks and public spaces upgrades will allow for the mobility of wheelchair users where 

possible. 

 Full scale review of the Bason Botanic Gardens Management Plan in 2010 and every 10 

years thereafter. 

 Review of the Castlecliff Coastal Reserve Management Plan in 2015 and 10 yearly 

thereafter.  

 Formulation of a management plan for Virginia Lake. 

 The level of service associated with walkways will increase with the further development 

of the Riverbank Walkway over the life of the 10-Year Plan 2006-2016. 

 Walkways within the parks and reserve network will be inspected for safety on a monthly 

basis.  

 Walkways, public facilities and open park spaces will be available for public use 365 days 

per annum (95% compliance sought). 

 Reported graffiti will be removed within 48 hours (65% compliance sought from 2007/08 

onwards). 

 Users of parks and reserves grounds will be very satisfied with the quality (67% 

compliance sought). 

 Resource consent conditions will be complied with (90% compliance sought in 2006/07, 

95% in 2007/08 and 100% thereafter). 

 Parks services will be managed within the allocated budget (a target of +2% is sought). 

 

Includes –  

• Bason Botanic Gardens • Majestic Square 
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• Castlecliff Coastal Reserve 

• Kowhai Park (north) 

• Kowhai Park (south) 

• Queens Park 

• Virginia Lake 

 

5.2 Neighbourhood reserves 

Neighbourhood reserves need to serve their immediate environment. 

This equates to a 500 metre radius for urban communities of 1,000 or 

more people, and 5 kilometres for rural communities of at least 250. It is 

intended that most residential properties will enjoy easy walking access 

to these areas.    

Quantity/size of land 

Our neighbourhood reserves vary considerably in size. At their smallest 

they occupy approximately 480m², while our largest, Lorenzdale Park, 

covers 15,732 m². Future provision is to be dependent on the number of 

residents within the specified ambit.   

Location 

It is intended that neighbourhood reserves will be within a ten minute walking distance of most 

properties.   

Minimum asset requirements 

In particular, neighbourhood reserves will be easy to access by foot from the local community. They 

will also generally provide a number of these features: 

• Open gentle sloping or flat grassed 

areas 

• Mown and well kept turf and gardens 

• Fences 

• Shade 

• Play equipment 

• Car parking 

• Signage 

• Footpaths 

• Trees 

• Lights 

• Park furniture  

• Hard surfacing 

• Safety surfaces 

• Multiple and open frontages should 

also be encouraged for safety and 

easy access 

 

Policies, guidelines  and key actions 
 Policies and guidelines 

 Compliance with relevant reserve management and development plans where applicable. 

 Minimum provisions should serve a neighbourhood of approximately 250-500 people, 

while a neighbourhood reserve in a larger or denser suburb should be proportionally 
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bigger. It is current policy that neighbourhood reserves comprise at least 2,000m² and be 

located within 10 minutes walk of urban residential properties. 

 Most residential properties will have access to a good quality neighbourhood reserve; 

however, the provision of an open reserve may supersede the need for a neighbourhood 

park. The 10-Year Plan 2006-16 also states that open space will be provided within 10 

minutes walk or 500 metres of residential properties in the urban area (90% compliance 

sought). 

 Where new play equipment is provided this will comply with New Zealand Safety Standard 

5828:2004. 

 ACC guidelines for flying foxes will continue to be adopted when developing new facilities.   

 Adherence to the Solar Protection Policy. 

 

Key actions 

 New playgrounds to be developed in 2007/08 and 2010/11. 

 A review of existing neighbourhood park policy as Council does not currently comply with 

size or location specifications in all instances.    

 Safe and functional facilities will be provided and maintained, with comprehensive 

inspections of playground equipment undertaken annually. Presently this translates to 365 

inspections per year of high profile playgrounds, and 26 inspections of normal 

playgrounds. This is an excellent record when compared to other District’s of similar size. 

The 10-Year Plan 2006-16 states that Council will strive for 85% safety compliance from 

2008/09 onwards and 75% prior to this date.   

 Review of the Neighbourhood Reserves Management Plan in 2007 and every 10 years 

thereafter. 

 Parks and public spaces upgrades will allow for the mobility of wheelchair users where 

possible. 

 Signs will be erected as new play areas are refurbished. 

 Development of a Litter Strategy to inform Council of the most appropriate locations for 

rubbish receptacles.  

 Continued investigation of surplus or underutilised parks and reserves.   

 Grassed areas to be generally mown to the 50-100mm height grade as recommended by 

benchmarking reports. 

 Reported graffiti will be removed within 48 hours (65% compliance sought from 2007/08 

onwards). 

 Walkways, public facilities and open park spaces will be available for public use 365 days 

per annum (95% compliance sought). 

 User of parks and reserves grounds will be very satisfied with the quality (67% compliance 

sought). 

 Resource consent conditions will be complied with (90% compliance sought in 2006/07, 

95% in 2007/08 and 100% thereafter). 
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 Parks services will be managed within the allocated budget (a target of +2% is sought). 

 

Includes –  

• Bamber Street Road Reserve 

• Bastia Avenue Water Tower Reserve 

• Birch Place Reserve 

• Blyth Street Reserve 

• Exeter Crescent 

• Hammond Park 

• Handley Street Reserve 

• Hinau Street Reserve 

• Hussey Street Reserve 

• Hutton Park 

• Kakaho Estate Reserve 

• Kawakawa Street Reserve 

• Kotuku Street Reserve 

(CONSIDERED FOR SALE) 

• Liffiton Street/Carlton Avenue 

Reserve 

• Lorenzdale Park  

• Massey Street Reserve 

• Matai Street Reserve  

• Mosston Park – Part (Titoki Street) 

• Nichol Place Reserve 

(CONSIDERED FOR SALE) 

• Polson Park  

• Richmond Park 

• Riverlands Reserve (CONSIDERED 

FOR SALE) 

• Rogers Street Reserve 

• Spurdle Street Reserve 

• Tawa Street Reserve 

(CONSIDERED FOR SALE) 

• Turere Place Reserve and Tennis 

Courts 

• Webb Road Park 

• Wembley Place Reserve 

5.3 Open space reserves 

Open space reserves provide informal recreational use but are well maintained and often contain 

toilets and seating. They are most often located in the urban area and serve as a generally accessible 

green space to break up urban development. 

Quantity/size of land 

At present most of our open space reserves cover a few thousand metres², however, the larger Lake 

Wiritoa Reserve is over 150,000m². Future provision will be dependent on intended functions, as car 

parks and other facilities are likely to require extra space. As a result, land will ideally accommodate 

informal sports and games, family/community gatherings, onsite car parking, bathroom facilities and 

playground development. The 2005 Yardstick benchmarking report suggests a generally accepted 

figure of 4 hectares of open space per 1000 residents. 

Location 

These are most often provided in residential areas or popular scenic spots for recreational use and 

amenity value. They need not be fully accessible, however, they can provide significant community 

benefit in residential areas. 



Parks and Reserves Provision Analysis 

 17

Minimum asset requirements 

Open space reserves should meet the needs of diverse populations and car parking may be required 

at larger open parks. Land will ideally accommodate group usage, informal games and facility 

development. Therefore, while it is not crucial that this land is flat, the cost-benefit of maintaining 

difficult gullies, steep land, and other non-developable land should be carefully considered.  

Further assets are likely to include: 

• Trees 

• Amenity planting 

• Rubbish bins 

• Play equipment 

• Footpaths 

• Shade 

• Signage 

• Fences and gates 

• Toilets 

• Park furniture 

• Lights 

 

Policies, guidelines  and key actions 
 Policies and guidelines 

 Compliance with relevant reserve management and development plans where applicable. 

 Adherence to the Solar Protection Policy. 

 Reserves will provide a high level of service, including land provision that meets minimum 

asset requirements in order to satisfy the needs of diverse users. 

 Open space will be provided within 10 minutes walk or 500 metres of residential 

properties in the urban area (90% compliance sought). 

 

Key actions 

 Grassed areas to be generally mown to the 50-100mm height grade as recommended by 

benchmarking reports. 

 Development of a Litter Strategy to inform Council of the most appropriate locations for 

rubbish receptacles.  

 Continued investigation of surplus or underutilised parks and reserves.   

 Further consideration of cycle way provision in line with Council’s Cycling Strategy, for 

example through the review of the Mosston Road widening project in 2012. 

 Parks and public spaces upgrades will allow for the mobility of wheelchair users where 

possible. 

 The level of service associated with walkways will increase with the further development 

of the Riverbank Walkway over the life of the 10-Year Plan 2006-2016. 

 Walkways within the parks and reserve network will be inspected for safety on a monthly 

basis. 

 Reported graffiti will be removed within 48 hours (65% compliance sought from 2007/08 

onwards). 

 Walkways, public facilities and open park spaces will be available for public use 365 days 

per annum (95% compliance sought). 



Parks and Reserves Provision Analysis 

 18

 User of parks and reserves grounds will be very satisfied with the quality (67% compliance 

sought). 

 Resource consent conditions will be complied with (90% compliance sought in 2006/07, 

95% in 2007/08 and 100% thereafter). 

 Parks services will be managed within the allocated budget (a target of +2% is sought). 

 

Includes –  

• Aramoho Park 

• Balgownie Greenbelt (Elm Street) 

• Balgownie Greenbelt (Puriri Street) 

• Balgownie Greenbelt (Harper Street) 

• Balgownie Greenbelt (Bignell Street) 

• Ben’s Place Walkway 

• Blyth Street Memorial Tower 

• Gilfillan Reserve 

• Glen Logie Rose Garden 

• Lake Wiritoa Reserve 

• Matarawa Stream Reserve (Gerse 

Street) 

• Matarawa Stream Reserve (Ikitara 

Road) 

• Matarawa Stream Reserve (Raine 

Street) 

• Matarawa Stream Reserve (Raine 

Street) 

• Matarawa Stream Reserve (White 

Street) 

• Maxwell Cenotaph 

• Montgomery Reserve 

(CONSIDERED FOR SALE) 

• Moutoa Gardens 

• Moutoa Quay Reserve 

• Mowhanau Beachfront 

• Otamatea Reserve 

• Ridgway Park 

• Riding for the Disabled 

• Riverbank Reserve – Aramoho 

Rowing Club 

• Riverbank Reserve – Collegiate 

Rowing Club 

• Riverbank Reserve – Part 

Cornmarket 

• Riverbank Reserve – Taupo Quay 

• Riverbank Reserve – Wanganui 

Rowing Association 

• Rotokawau Reserve 

• St Georges Gate Reserve 

• Taupo Quay Esplanade 

• William Birch Park 

 

 

 

5.4 Wilderness parks 

These are acquired through bequests or Crown directed appointments to control and manage. They 

are generally steep and undeveloped and can serve multiple purposes from recreation sites to grazing 

and forestry plots. 

Quantity/size of land 

Wilderness Park provision ranges from 1,200m² at Mosquito Point to 7,249,523m² at Waitahinga 

Waterworks and Reserve. 
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Location 

Locations are variable but tend to be concentrated in rural areas. 

Minimum asset requirements 

There are no minimum asset requirements for wilderness parks, however, individual management 

agreements may exist. 

 

Policies, guidelines  and key actions 
Policies and guidelines 

  Wilderness parks will be provided as bequests and Crown requirements dictate.   

 Adherence to the Solar Protection Policy. 

 Compliance with relevant reserve management and development plans where applicable. 

  

Key actions 

 Development of a Litter Strategy to inform Council of the most appropriate locations for 

rubbish receptacles.  

 Continued investigation of surplus or underutilised parks and reserves.   

 Parks and public spaces upgrades will allow for the mobility of wheelchair users where 

possible. 

 Reported graffiti will be removed within 48 hours (65% compliance sought from 2007/08 

onwards). 

 Walkways, public facilities and open park spaces will be available for public use 365 days 

per annum (95% compliance sought). 

 User of parks and reserves grounds will be very satisfied with the quality (67% compliance 

sought). 

 Resource consent conditions will be complied with (90% compliance sought in 2006/07, 

95% in 2007/08 and 100% thereafter). 

 Parks services will be managed within the allocated budget (a target of +2% is sought). 

 

Includes –  

• A H Collins Park 

• Airport Reserve 

• Brunswick Reserve 

• Eastway/Westway Reserve 

• Ford Reserve 

• Handley Road Accommodation 

Paddock 

• Handley Road Reserve 

• Hipango Park 

• Hylton Park 

• Moana Parade Recreation Reserve 

• Mosquito Point 

• Mosston Park – Part (Mosston Road) 

(CONSIDERED FOR SALE) 

• Mosston Park – Part (Mosston Road) 

(CONSIDERED FOR SALE) 

• Mosston Park – Part (Mosston Road) 

• Mowhanau Camp and Reserve 

• Ototoka Beach 

• Papaiti Metal Pit Reserve 
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• Hylton Pit Reserve 

• Kai Iwi Recreation Reserve 

• Landguard Domain 

• Matai Street Recreation Reserve 

(Mowhanau) 

• Matipo Park 

• Rimu Street Reserves 

• Sandy Hook 

• Thomas Dix Park 

• Thomas Waight Reserve 

• Turoa Pit Reserve 

• Waitahinga Waterworks and Reserve 

• Waitotara Recreation Reserve 

 

5.5 Conservation reserves 

These reserves are often maintained in their natural state in order to preserve significant 

environmental features and to ensure their ongoing scenic interest or beauty. If further conservation 

reserves are to be acquired these are likely to be by way of gift, bequest or subdivision. The Council is 

also statutorily required to assume control of either esplanade strips or reserves where these adjoin 

rivers, lakes or coastal areas on subdivision. Improvements to existing areas may be sought in the 

future, for example, through enhanced access, signage and track development. 

Quantity/size of land 

Conservation reserves can cover large tracts of land. This is particularly evident at Plimmer Reserve 

(3,970,700m²), however, this is not a condition of supply as Taylor’s Cave (410m²) and Burnet Terrace 

(476m²) attest.  

Location 

Conservation reserves are most often located in rural or semi-rural areas but also lie in close proximity 

to beaches, foreshores and riverbanks in order to increase access to, and enjoyment of, our District’s 

water activity areas. Improving community access to natural features and the development of suitable 

access ways should be encouraged. This could include the creation or expansion of walk and cycle 

routes.  

Minimum asset requirements 

Many of our conservation reserves consist of rugged expanses of native bush, and as a result, further 

development including signage and walkways is not always guaranteed. However, conservation 

reserves should aim to provide the following: 

• Original native bush or native 

revegetation planting 

• Walkways 

• Shade 

• Fences 

• Signage 

• Car parking 

They may also contain: 

• Toilet facilities 

• Boardwalks/boat ramps/wharfs 

• Picnic tables and benches 

• Play equipment 

• Amenity planting 

• Footpaths 
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 • Well kept grass areas 

 

Policies, guidelines  and key actions 
 Policies and guidelines 
 

 Adherence to the Solar Protection Policy. 

 Compliance with relevant reserve management and development plans where applicable. 

 It is preferable that future provision be focused on the protection of green corridors, 

landscape features, scenic backdrops, native vegetation, threatened species and heritage 

landscapes. 

 Sustainable land use measures should be adopted. 

 Reserves should meet minimum asset requirements. 

 Priorities for the protection and conservation of these reserves will be in accordance with 

District Plan provisions.  

 The Council is required by legislation to take either esplanade strips or esplanade 

reserves adjoining rivers, lakes or coastal areas on subdivision. 

 

 Key actions 
 

 Development of a Litter Strategy to inform Council of the most appropriate locations for 

rubbish receptacles.  

 Acquire esplanade strips and reserves where necessitated by subdivision. 

 Continued investigation of surplus or underutilised parks and reserves.   

 The level of service associated with walkways will increase with the further development 

of the Riverbank Walkway over the life of the 10-Year Plan 2006-2016. 

 Review of the Greenbelt Reserve Management Plan in 2009 and every 10 years 

thereafter. 

 Parks and public spaces upgrades will allow for the mobility of wheelchair users where 

possible. 

 Collaboration with other organisations where necessary to protect conservation values, for 

example, the Department of Conservation. 

 Reported graffiti will be removed within 48 hours (65% compliance sought from 2007/08 

onwards). 

 Walkways, public facilities and open park spaces will be available for public use 365 days 

per annum (95% compliance sought). 

 Walkways within the parks and reserve network will be inspected for safety on a monthly 

basis. 

 User of parks and reserves grounds will be very satisfied with the quality (67% compliance 

sought). 

 Resource consent conditions will be complied with (90% compliance sought in 2006/07, 

95% in 2007/08 and 100% thereafter). 

 Parks services will be managed within the allocated budget (a target of +2% is sought). 
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Includes –  

• Alexa Place 

• Burnet Terrace Reserve 

• Dickson Crescent Reserve 

• Gordon Park Scenic Reserve  

• Hillside Terrace Reserve 

• Hogg Park 

• Kaitoke Lake Esplanade Reserve 

• Kauarapaoa Stream Reserve 

• Longacre Reserve - Mowhanau 

• Maiika Park 

• Makirikiri Valley Road Esplanade 

Reserve 

• Parihauhau Road Esplanade  

• Parkdale Drive Reserve 

• Peat Street Zig Zag and Reserve 

• Plimmer Reserve 

• Purua Stream Walkway 

• Putiki Esplanade Reserve (Part 1) 

• Putiki Esplanade Reserve (Part 2) 

• Putiki Esplanade Reserve (Part 3) 

• Putiki Esplanade Reserve (Part 4) 

• Riverbank Reserve – Tutahiheka 

Stream Outfall 

• Rowan Reserve 

• South Spit Reserve 

• Taylors Cave 

• Te Opearourou 

• Tennison Oaks Reserve 

• Upokongaro  Riverbank Reserve 

• Waikupa Reserve 

• Westmere Lake 

• Wickham Memorial Reserve 

5.6 Road reserves 

These ancillary and amenity strips provide reserve space alongside roading corridors, or access 

between larger reserves and residential areas. They will be provided in line with new roading or 

residential developments. 

Quantity/size of land 

The majority of road reserves are a few thousand metres². Larger areas tend to incorporate zig zag 

access. 

Location 

These reserves will be located where necessary to link reserves and residential areas, improve 

access, and beautify roading corridors.  

Minimum asset requirements 

There are no minimum asset requirements, however, road reserves generally contain: 

• Well kept grass areas 

• Fences and/or gates 

• Trees and amenity planting 

• Footpaths 

 

Policies, guidelines  and key actions 
 Policies and guidelines 
 

 Continue to provide as required by new roading or residential developments. 
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 Adherence to the Solar Protection Policy. 

 Compliance with relevant reserve management and development plans where applicable. 

 

 Key actions 
 

 Development of a Litter Strategy to inform Council of the most appropriate locations for 

rubbish receptacles.  

 Continued investigation of surplus or underutilised parks and reserves.   

 Further consideration of cycle way provision in line with Council’s Cycling Strategy, for 

example through the review of the Mosston Road widening project in 2012. 

 Parks and public spaces upgrades will allow for the mobility of wheelchair users where 

possible. 

 Reported graffiti will be removed within 48 hours (65% compliance sought from 2007/08 

onwards). 

 Walkways, public facilities and open park spaces will be available for public use 365 days 

per annum (95% compliance sought). 

 Walkways within the parks and reserve network will be inspected for safety on a monthly 

basis. 

 User of parks and reserves grounds will be very satisfied with the quality (67% compliance 

sought). 

 Resource consent conditions will be complied with (90% compliance sought in 2006/07, 

95% in 2007/08 and 100% thereafter). 

 Parks services will be managed within the allocated budget (a target of +2% is sought). 

 

Includes - 

• Aiken Road Reserve 

• Anaua Street Road Reserve 

• Anzac Parade – Mt View Road 

• Babbage Place Reserve 

• Beachcroft Reserve 

• Durie Hill Steps 

• Field Street Road Reserve 

• Ikitara Road Zig Zag 

• Indus Street Reserve Raupo 

Street/Hinau Street Reserve 

• Upokongaro Village Reserve 

• Wairere Road Reserve 

• Webb Road Road Reserve 

 

5.7 Sports grounds – premier 

Premier sports grounds provide international quality facilities and are widely utilised for community 

events and entertainment. 

Quantity/size of land 

Cooks Gardens is currently the only premier sports ground with an area of 63,354m². 
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Location 

Easily accessible and centrally located land is clearly preferable in order to maximise community 

usage. The current allocation of one premier sports ground is considered to adequately match 

community demand in light of both growth and demographic projections and declining sports club 

membership.   

Minimum asset requirements 

As premier sports grounds are expected to provide top quality facilities, turf and equipment most 

amenities will be provided. This may include car parking, toilets, lighting, grandstand seating and 

irrigation systems. Cooks Gardens also incorporates conference rooms and the cycling velodrome. 

 

Policies, guidelines  and key actions 
 Policies and guidelines 
 

 Premier sports grounds will continue to meet top sporting standards. 

 Adherence to the Solar Protection Policy. 

 Compliance with relevant reserve management and development plans where applicable. 

 Day to day management of Cooks Gardens will remain the responsibility of the Cooks 

Gardens Trust Board.  

 
 Key actions 
 

 Major upgrade of Cooks Gardens incorporating replacement of lights, track and the 

velodrome in 2009/10. 

 Development of a Sports Strategy in 2006/07 to ascertain the community’s sporting 

requirements and to report on the most appropriate measures to meet these needs. It is 

expected that the enhancement of Cooks Gardens will emerge as a central objective.  

 A concurrent review of sports grounds and facilities in preparation of the above strategy. 

 Continued review of surplus or underutilised sports grounds. 

 Parks and public spaces upgrades will allow for the mobility of wheelchair users where 

possible. 

 Cooks Gardens will be available for public use 365 days per year (98% compliance 

sought). 

 Public conveniences located on St Hill Street will be available for use during normal 

opening hours e.g. 24 hours a day (95% compliance sought). 

 Cooks Gardens ground maintenance will meet all contract specifications on all inspections 

(100% compliance sought). 

 Users will be very satisfied with Cooks Gardens and associated facilities (66% compliance 

sought). 

 Leases and licences will be current for all applicable user groups (98% compliance 

sought). 
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Includes – 

• Cooks Gardens  

5.8 Sports grounds – other 

These grounds can accommodate a number of different sporting codes and are maintained at an 

acceptable standard for formal sporting activity. Toilets, car parks and clubrooms are likely to be 

available and some reserves may have resident sports club facilities. The flexibility of these mixed use 

grounds makes them suitable for the wider community, and as such, they are likely to be equitably 

dispersed throughout the District.  

Quantity/size of land 

Provision is relatively variable with the smallest venue occupying nearly eight thousand metres² and 

the largest 238,347m².  Wanganui District Council Recreation Plan guidelines state that sports ground 

provision should be between 16,000m² to 18,000m² per 1,000 people. In order to comply with this 

formula Wanganui should have approximately 80 hectares, and currently supplies 113.  

 

Future development should ideally accommodate several playing surfaces, or ensure that room is 

available should demand increase. Suitable land could also be set aside for onsite car parking, facility 

development and off-field training grounds. However, it is difficult to forecast future sports ground 

requirements while sporting codes continue to vary in popularity, and as new sports emerge.   

Location 

Grounds will be provided in line with public demand, preferably adjoining or close to existing schools 

to avoid duplication of facilities and to share operational and maintenance costs. Sports grounds are 

currently provided in the following suburbs: 

• Castlecliff South 

• Durie Hill  

• Fordell-Kakatahi x2 

• Gonville East 

• Gonville West 

• Laird Park 

• Lower Aramoho 

• Maxwell 

• St Johns Hill x2 

• Spriggens Park 

• Wanganui Central 

• Wanganui Collegiate 

• Wembley Park 

• Williams Domain 



Parks and Reserves Provision Analysis 

 26

Suburbs with a high concentration of younger residents are more likely to make use of sports ground 

facilities, and as such, future provision in these areas could be considered. However, the current 

allocation of sports grounds is considered to adequately match community demand in light of both 

growth and demographic projections as well as declining sports club membership.   

Minimum asset requirements 

Sports grounds have particular demands, especially the provision of good quality, free draining, flat 

land suitable for the growing of sports turf. Further provision should ideally include: 

• Seating 

• Car parking 

• Lights 

• Toilets/changing rooms 

• Shade 

• Trees 

• Fences 

• Rubbish bins 

• Signage 

 
Policies, guidelines  and key actions 
 Policies and guidelines 
 

 Land to be located, where possible, close to or adjoining schools. 

 Sports ground provision should be placed to meet the needs of young and active 

populations. 

 Adherence to the Solar Protection Policy. 

 Compliance with relevant reserve management and development plans where applicable. 

 Council will engage with the community in the development of its sporting infrastructure.  

 Sports ground area should continue to align with the provision guidelines of between 

16,000m² to 18,000m² per 1,000 people.  

 
 
 Key actions 
 

 Development of a Sports Strategy in 2006/07 to ascertain the community’s sporting 

requirements and to report on the most appropriate measures to meet these needs.  

 A concurrent review of sports grounds and facilities in preparation of the above strategy. 

 Continued review of surplus or underutilised sports grounds. 

 Completion of the Splash Centre extension at Springvale Park in 2007/08. 

 Further development at Springvale Park in conjunction with the objectives of the 

Springvale Park Strategy currently under preparation. 

 Parks and public spaces upgrades will allow for the mobility of wheelchair users where 

possible. 

 Unlit sports grounds will be available for use 365 days per year (98% compliance sought). 

 Floodlit sports grounds will be available for use 365 days per year (98% compliance 

sought). 

 Public conveniences will be available for use (95% compliance sought). 
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 Sports ground maintenance will meet all contract specifications on all inspections (200% 

compliance sought). 

 Users will be very satisfied with sports grounds and associated facilities (66% compliance 

sought). 

 Resource consents to take water will be complied with (100% compliance sought). 

 Leases and licences will be current for all applicable user groups (98% compliance 

sought).  

 

Includes –  

• Braves Softball Park 

• Cornmarket Reserve 

• Gonville Domain 

• Horrocks Park 

• Laird Park 

• Lundon Park 

• Mangamahu Domain – Part (Kowhai 

Street) 

• Mangamahu Domain – Part 

(Mangamahu Village) 

• Peat Park (including Deer Park) 

• Spriggens Park 

• Springvale Park 

• Te Mana Park 

• Victoria Park 

• Wembley Park 

• Williams Domain 

• Windsor Park (CONSIDERED FOR 

SALE) 

 

5.9 Sports Grounds – non-WDC owned 

Externally owned sports grounds are generally designed to meet the needs of a particular sport, for 

example, golf, and as such, are likely to serve a single purpose. Other uses will either be prohibited, or 

else restricted to certain areas of the reserve.  

Quantity/size of land 

Golf courses are the largest of these exclusive use sports grounds with land covering hundreds of 

thousands of metres².  

Location 

Variable. 

Includes – 

• Belmont Golf Course 

• Castlecliff Golf Club 

• Gonville Domain – Tawhero Golf 

Course 

• Kaierau Country Club 

• Gonville Domain – Hockey turf 

•  Racecourse 
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5.10 Other 

Cemeteries and schools are also covered in the summary of current reserve provision. This 

recognises that cemeteries provide well maintained green breathing space and that schools often act 

as additional recreation reserves. Most schools have facilities open to the public after school hours 

and during the weekend on the condition that school rules are adhered to; however, community 

utilisation of this space is variable and is often due to a lack of public awareness.    

 

6. POPULATION SUMMARY 
A consideration of relevant Census and growth figures illustrates Wanganui’s potential park and 

reserve requirements. The following analysis identifies our changing dynamics. 

 

Wanganui remains astride both moderate positive and negative population change. This means that 

while provisional Census results indicate a decline in population between 2001 and 2006 of 380 

people (0.9%) they also reflect a gain for the same period of 260 dwellings. Such a result closely 

corresponds with projections made in 2001 that explain continued household growth through 

decreased occupancy.  

 

While the area unit projections of Statistics New Zealand suggest that population decline will be an all 

encompassing Wanganui-wide trend, suburban growth is somewhat reflected in the provisionally 

released Census figures to 2006. Blueskin, Maxwell, Tawhero and Marybank-Gordon Park lead this 

charge with increases of over 100 residents, however, growth is also experienced to a lesser extent in 

Otamatea, Gonville East, Gonville West, Springvale West, Springvale East, St Johns Hill, Castlecliff 

North, Balgownie, Lower Aramoho, Williams Domain, Bastia Hill and Durie Hill. Alternatively, 

population decline is the most overt in Wanganui Collegiate. 

 

Changes in the number of occupied dwellings provide further illustration of Wanganui’s changing 

dynamics. These rates are projected to decline in tandem with our aging population, and our future 
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suburban makeup is likely to reflect more single occupier households as well as fewer households 

with dependent children. In 2001 occupancy rates rested at an average of 2.5. While current figures 

suggest an average of 2.45 residents per dwelling, this is projected to drop to 2.1 by 2026. 

 

Projected population figures also provide data for park and reserve provision. In particular, it is 

significant to note that projections indicate: 

• A gradual decline in residents between the ages of 0 and 39 years; 

• An initial increase, followed by a decline in the number of 40-64 year olds; 

• A gradual increase in the number of residents over the age of 65, with 35% more people in 

this age bracket by 2026; 

• A gradual increase in our median age from 37 in 2001, to 48 in 2026; and 

• A decline in the number of births, an increase in the number of deaths, and a decline in 

natural increase and net emigration from the District. 

 

As a result of these aging predictions it is necessary to consider the effect of an older population on 

suburban housing demand. One assumption is that continued aging will encourage a shift from rural 

lifestyle properties to more comprehensively developed, newer suburban neighbourhoods. 

Furthermore, it appears that Otamatea, Springvale and certain areas of Tawhero appeal to an older 

market as it is in these areas that new construction can be easily undertaken. As a result, it is 

expected that residential development will comprise 70% or more of Wanganui’s total development by 

2026. In comparison, while lifestyle development has traditionally comprised between 37%-45% of the 

residential market, this figure is predicted to decline to approximately 30% as older and less mobile 

populations seek improved access to local services and amenities.    

While population growth is not predicted, household growth is. In general terms this equates to an 

annual increase of 0.4% or 70 new household units per year. Springvale and St Johns Hill are likely to 

reap the benefits of this expansion, while rural and semi-rural residential development will sustain 

current popularity. Where growth is projected it is important to recognise that with a decrease in 

private open space, an increase in demand for public open space is likely to ensue.     

7. PROVISION BY COMMUNITY 

7.1 Balgownie – Castlecliff North – Castlecliff South 

7.1.1 Demographics 
Growth: Castlecliff North and Castlecliff South have both experienced a sustained increase in sales of 

vacant lots since 2002. This suggests escalating demand for future development. Furthermore, 

requests for building consents continue to outstrip a number of other suburban areas. Recent 

development on the coastal edge of Castlecliff has also contributed to a pattern of residential growth in 

this area. 
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Population: A distinct drop in population has occurred during the 1991 – 2001 period; however this 

trend appears to be reversing given the provisional Census figures for 2006. Reserve provision may 

continue to be necessitated by the high number of residents between the ages of 0 and 14 years. 

 
 Year Population Change since 

last Census 
% 

0-14 yrs % 15-64 yrs % 65+ % 

Balgownie 1991 438     

 1996 342 -21.92    

 2001 300 12.3 31.0 60.0 9.0 

Provisional 2006 320     

Ccliff Nth 1991 2,463     

 1996 2,451 -0.49    

 2001 2,319 -5.4 28.3 60.4 11.3 

Provisional 2006 2,340     

Ccliff Sth 1991 1,587     

 1996 1,491 -6.05    

 2001 1,359 -9.2 26.9 62.7 10.4 

Provisional 2006 1,330     

       

TOTAL POP. 2001 3,978     

Provisional 2006 3,990     

 
Future projections: 

            

 
The above graphs demonstrate projected population figures for the Census period from 2006 to 2026 

in a left to right ascending order. Each area is expected to remain relatively static with Castlecliff North 

experiencing a further drop-off between 2021 and 2026. Furthermore, it is projected that by 2016 the 

percentage of people over 65 years of age in these areas will be below average or average for the 

Wanganui area. 
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7.1.2 Current reserve provision 
 
Note: All tables exclude parks/reserves considered for sale.  

Reserve category No. of 
reserves 

Total area 
(m²) 

Estimated additional 
provision required 

Premier parks 1 380,950 

Neighbourhood reserves 3 19,082 

Open space reserves 3 16,103 

Wilderness parks   

Conservation areas   

Road reserves 1 437 

Sports grounds – premier   

Sports grounds – other 1 47,494 

Sports grounds – non-WDC owned 1 496,677 

Other – Cemeteries   

 

 

 

Sufficient 

             Schools 4   

Total 10 + 4 
schools 

960,743  

 

 7.1.3 Shortfall in current/future provision 

• Balgownie – residential numbers are very small, and as such, neighbourhood park provision is 

sufficient in the Balgownie area. The following streets are identified as lying beyond the 500 

metre limit: Imlay Place, Beach Road, Karoro Road, Leamington Street and Beaumaris 

Avenue. 

• Castlecliff North – neighbourhood parks are evenly located so that only Manuka Street lies 

outside the 500 metre limit. 

• Castlecliff South – Castlecliff South is similarly serviced with only a handful of isolated streets. 

These are: Carson Street, Ashton Terrace, Egmont Street and Cornfoot Street. However, 

there is a large sports ground, complete with extensive play equipment at 12 Hood Street that 

is within easy access of the aforementioned streets.    

 

 7.1.4 Summary 
This area is particularly well serviced by neighbourhood reserves and open space and also has a 

large, centrally located sports ground in Castlecliff South. While neighbourhood reserves could be 

further developed, this comparatively young population already enjoys easy access to green space 

locations.  

 

7.2 Bastia Hill 

 7.2.1 Demographics 
Growth: Bastia Hill is notable for its continued increase in vacant lot sales. 
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Population: This area is home to far fewer residents aged 0 to 14 than the District average; however, 

their numbers in the 65+ bracket surpass that of the wider District. Bastia Hill is also one of the 

smallest suburban areas, with a population of approximately 720 in 2006. 

   
 Year Population Change since 

last Census 
% 

0-14 yrs % 15-64 yrs % 65+ % 

Bastia Hill 1991 696     

 1996 726 +4.31    

 2001 708 -2.9 19.9 62.3 17.8 

Provisional 2006 720     

       

TOTAL POP. 2001 708     

Provisional 2006 720     

 

 7.2.2 Current reserve provision 
 

Reserve category No. of 
reserves 

Total 
area (m²) 

Estimated additional 
provision required 

Premier parks   

Neighbourhood reserves 1 7,072 

Open space reserves   

Wilderness parks   

Conservation areas   

Road reserves 2 2,294 

Sports grounds – premier    

Sports grounds – other   

Sports grounds – non-WDC owned   

Other – Cemeteries   

 

 

 

Future proposals 
could look for 

additional open 
space provision 

             Schools    

Total 3 9,366  

 

Future projections: 

 
The above graph demonstrates projected population figures for the Census period from 2006 to 2026 

in a left to right ascending order. Bastia Hill is seen to drop and then remain static for the 2011 to 2026 

period. Furthermore, it is projected that by 2016 the percentage of people over 65 years of age will be 

above average for the Wanganui area. 

 
 7.2.3 Shortfall in current/future reserve provision 

• Bastia Hill has only one neighbourhood park and two road reserves.  
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 7.2.4 Summary 
Bastia Hill is not well provided for, as is reflected in the lack of developed parks and reserves in this 

area. Although this situation is not ideal, its semi-rural location and the road reserve on Wairere Road 

both provide additional space for active recreation.       

 

7.3 Blueskin 

 7.3.1 Demographics 
Growth: The number of occupied dwellings in Blueskin continued to climb in the period from 1991 to 

2001. This culminated in a percentage change of 32.9% for the same period. 

 
Population: Blueskin reflects sustained population growth. Figures from the 2001 Census illustrate a 

percentage change of 11.4 in the intervening five years since 1996. At the same time, the Wanganui 

District faced losses of –3.9%. These figures also demonstrate a high proportion of young and middle 

aged residents. Provisional figures from the 2006 Census appear to support this continued expansion. 

 
 Year Population Change since 

last Census 
% 

0-14 yrs % 15-64 yrs % 65+ % 

Blueskin 1991 1,170     

 1996 1,323 +13.08    

 2001 1,473 +11.4 22.8 68.2 9.0 

Provisional 2006 1,620     

       

TOTAL POP. 2001 1,473     

Provisional 2006 1,620     

 

 7.3.2 Current reserve provision 
 

Reserve category No. of 
reserves 

Total 
area (m²) 

Estimated additional 
provision required 

Premier parks   

Neighbourhood reserves   

Open space reserves   

Wilderness parks 2 254,273 

Conservation areas 1 200,079 

Road reserves    

Sports grounds – premier   

Sports grounds – other   

Sports grounds – non-WDC owned   

Other – Cemeteries   

 

 

 

Future open space 
may be required  

 

             Schools 2   

Total 3 + 2 schools 454,352  
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Future projections: 

 
The above graph demonstrates projected population figures for the Census period from 2006 to 2026 

in a left to right ascending order. It is anticipated that Blueskin will continue its pattern of population 

growth for the remainder of this period. Furthermore, it is projected that by 2016 the percentage of 

people over 65 years of age will be below average for the Wanganui area. 

 
 7.3.3 Shortfall in current/future provision 

• Blueskin currently has no neighbourhood parks. There are two wilderness parks and one 

conservation area, with those reserves on Western Line and Rapanui Road, providing large 

open areas complete with shade trees, picnic areas and walkways.   

 

 7.3.4 Summary 
Neighbourhood park provision in the rural area should accommodate residents within a five kilometre 

radius; however, other open space options may remove the need for specific neighbourhood reserves. 

In this case St. Oswald’s Park, although not Council owned, and Westmere Lake each provide 

extensive park-like settings. 

 

7.4 Cooks Gardens – Spriggens Park – Wanganui Central 

 7.4.1 Demographics 
Growth: Wanganui Central has one of the highest rates of building consent application. This tends to 

indicate an increase in development activity. 

 
Population: Cooks Gardens has the highest proportion of residents between the ages of 15 and 64 

years in the District, but is also facing a declining population base. However, population loss is most 

keenly felt in Spriggens Park with a –16.6% change in the five years from 1996 to 2001. Significant 

age variation marks this area. As a result, Wanganui Central has far greater numbers of residents over 

the age of 65, but similar numbers to Cooks Gardens in the 0 to 14 years bracket. Once Census 

figures for 2006 are factored in, it appears that each of these areas experienced slight growth in the 

five year period from 2001. 
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 Year Population Change since 
last Census 
% 

0-14 yrs % 15-64 yrs % 65+ % 

Cks Gardens 1991 447     

 1996 456 +2.01    

 2001 432 -4.6 16.7 74.3 9.0 

Provisional 2006 450     

S. Park 1991 351     

 1996 432 +23.08    

 2001 363 -16.6 26.4 62.0 11.6 

Provisional 2006 370     

Wang. Central 1991 1,437     

 1996 1,611 +12.11    

 2001 1,470 -8.8 15.1 61.4 23.5 

Provisional 2006 1,500     

       

TOTAL POP. 2001 2,265     

Provisional 2006 2,320     

 

 7.4.2 Current reserve provision 
 

Reserve category No. of 
reserves 

Total area (m²) Estimated additional 
provision required 

Premier parks 2 71,878 

Neighbourhood reserves 2 10,611 

Open space reserves 7 33,639 

Wilderness parks   

Conservation areas   

Road reserves 1 657 

Sports grounds – premier 1 63,354 

Sports grounds – other 2 34,515 

Sports grounds – non-WDC owned 1 298,660 

Other – Cemeteries   

 

 

 

Sufficient 
 

             Schools 3   

Total 16 + 3 
schools 

513,314  

 
Future projections: 
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The above graphs demonstrate projected population figures for the Census period from 2006 to 2026 

in a left to right ascending order. It is expected that these areas will be characterised by relatively 

stable population bases, with Wanganui Central experiencing a drop between 2011 and 2016. 

Furthermore, it is projected that by 2016 the percentage of people over 65 years of age will be 

significantly below average in Cooks Gardens and about average in Spriggens Park and Wanganui 

Central. 

 
 7.4.3 Shortfall in current/future provision 

• Cooks Gardens – excellent access to general purpose parks with only a small section of 

Victoria Avenue located outside the 500 metre radius.  

• Spriggens Park – a clear majority of streets have access to open space with the lower ends of 

Ridgway and Guyton Streets marking the only exceptions.  

• Wanganui Central – poorly serviced. The following streets are more than 500 metres from a 

neighbourhood park: Wicksteed Street, Campbell Street, Bell Street, Harrison Street, 

Matheson Street, Somme Parade, Plymouth Street and Ingestre Street.  

 

 7.4.4 Summary 

• These areas provide a comprehensive spread of reserve types, comprising two premier parks, 

as well as a number of neighbourhood reserves, open space reserves, road reserves and 

sports ground options. Wanganui Central has the most restricted access to neighbourhood 

reserves, with the St Georges Gate Reserve acting as the only open park. Although schools 

are located in this area, for example, Wanganui City College on Ingestre Street, this does not 

always imply use.  

                         

7.5 Durie Hill 

 7.5.1 Demographics 
Growth: Durie Hill has experienced a sustained increase in sales of vacant land since 2002. 

 
Population: The decline in Durie Hill’s population rested at –4.8% in 2001, topping Wanganui’s 

downturn by only 0.9%. However, continued growth in sales of vacant land suggests that Durie Hill 

may experience future residential development. Provisional figures for 2006 suggest that recent 

population growth has occurred. 
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 Year Population Change since 
last Census 
% 

0-14 yrs % 15-64 yrs % 65+ % 

Durie Hill 1991 1,518     

 1996 1,509 -0.59    

 2001 1,440 -4.8 20.6 65.2 14.2 

Provisional 2006 1,490     

       

TOTAL POP. 2001 1,440     

Provisional 2006 1,490     

 

 7.5.2 Current reserve provision 
 

Reserve category No. of 
reserves 

Total 
area (m²) 

Estimated additional 
provision required 

Premier parks   

Neighbourhood reserves 3 8,329 

Open space reserves 1 1,386 

Wilderness parks 1 6,650 

Conservation areas 1 375 

Road reserves 2 4,173 

Sports grounds – premier   

Sports grounds – other    

Sports grounds – non-WDC owned   

Other – Cemeteries   

 

 

 

Sufficient 

             Schools 1   

Total 8 + 1 school 20,913  

 

Future projections: 

 
The above graph demonstrates projected population figures for the Census period from 2006 to 2026 

in a left to right ascending order. It is expected that Durie Hill will retain a similar population, but may 

face a minor decline in 2021. Furthermore, it is projected that by 2016 the percentage of people over 

65 years of age will be above average for the Wanganui area. 

 
 7.5.3 Shortfall in current/future provision 

• A lack of neighbourhood reserves ensures that the following areas remain unserviced: Garrett 

Street, Hipango Terrace, Rees Street, Allison Street, Rodney Street, Taylor Street, Durie 

Street, Portal Street (upper end), Plunket Street, Toro Street, Burtts Road, Iwiroa Terrace and 
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Moray Place. However, Durie Hill School is located on this upper end of Portal Street, and as 

such, provides play equipment and open space for nearby residents.  

 

 7.5.4 Summary 
The three neighbourhood parks on Durie Hill are located on Webb Road, Maxwell Avenue and Blyth 

Street, and as such, do not adequately service residences beyond the crest of Portal Street. If future 

development is to occur on Durie Hill this is likely to necessitate parks and reserves on the outer 

reaches of this suburb, that is, closer to the far end of Portal Street and Burtts Road.   

7.6 Fordell-Kakatahi 

 7.6.1 Demographics 
Growth: The number of building consent applications lodged by Fordell-Kakatahi residents continues 

to exceed those submitted by most other areas, indicating a high degree of development activity. 

 

Population: Fordell-Kakatahi has a much higher concentration of residents between the ages of 0 

and 64, and conversely, significantly fewer over the age of 65 (7.4%) than the District average 

(16.1%). Provisional figures for 2006 indicate population loss in this area.   

  
 Year Population Change since 

last Census 
% 

0-14 yrs % 15-64 yrs % 65+ % 

Fdell-Ktahi 1991 2,319     

 1996 2,526 +8.93    

 2001 2,391 -5.5 23.6 69.0 7.4 

Provisional 2006 2,460     

       

TOTAL POP. 2001 2,391     

Provisional 2006 2,460     

 

 7.6.2 Current reserve provision 
 

Reserve category No. of 
reserves 

Total 
area (m²) 

Estimated additional 
provision required 

Premier parks   

Neighbourhood reserves 1 5,524 

Open space reserves 2 158,762 

Wilderness parks 2 192,486 

Conservation areas 6 147,360 

Road reserves 1 383 

Sports grounds – premier   

Sports grounds – other 2 52,705 

Sports grounds – non-WDC owned   

Other – Cemeteries   

 

 

 

Sufficient  

             Schools 2   
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Total 14 + 2 
schools 

557,220  

 

Future projections: 
While there is no graph available for the Fordell-Kakatahi area, growth projections indicate that market 

demand for new land is strongly demonstrated in rural residential areas. It is also assumed that: 

“ageing will create a demand led shift from ‘lifestyle’ properties to more comprehensively developed 

newer suburban neighbourhoods. This is not to say that ‘lifestyle’ properties will decline but does 

suggest that people’s focus will, with time, shift”5. 

 
 7.6.3 Shortfall in current/future provision 

• Fordell-Kakatahi is well serviced by reserves, with one neighbourhood park and a number of 

other outdoor options. Residents also make use of their local school as an open community 

space. 

 

 7.6.4 Summary 
Future park provision will be necessitated by growth and development, as current parks and reserves 

provide sufficient coverage. Neighbourhood reserves may be required within close proximity to new 

residential development.   

 

7.7 Gonville East – Gonville South – Gonville West 

 7.7.1 Demographics 
Growth: Overall Gonville has experienced a sustained increase in the sale of vacant land since 2002. 

 

Population: Gonville East, South and West are all populated by more residents between the ages of 

0 and 14 than the District average. As a result, these areas are likely to require a number of open 

spaces to adequately service young populations. Furthermore, at the provisional figure of 6,460 this is 

one of the largest suburban areas. 

     
 Year Population Change since 

last Census 
% 

0-14 yrs % 15-64 yrs % 65+ % 

Gonville East 1991 1,311     

 1996 1,272 -2.97    

 2001 1,251 -1.2 26.6 56.4 17.0 

Provisional 2006 1,710     

Gonville South 1991 3,225     

 1996 3,240 +0.47    

 2001 3,096 -4.5 25.8 58.1 16.1 

Provisional 2006 3,110     

                                                      
5 Growth forecasts – Wanganui District. (2006). p. 4. 
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Gonville West 1991 1,839     

 1996 1,761 -4.24    

 2001 1,692 -3.9 28.4 57.8 13.8 

Provisional 2006 1,640     

       

TOTAL POP. 2001 6,039     

Provisional 2006 6,460     

 

7.7.2 Current reserve provision 
 

Reserve category No. of 
reserves 

Total 
area (m²) 

Estimated  
additional provision 
required 

Premier parks   

Neighbourhood reserves 1 15,732 

Open space reserves 1 1,035 

Wilderness parks   

Conservation areas   

Road reserves   

Sports grounds – premier   

Sports grounds – other  2 276,312 

Sports grounds – non-WDC owned 1 28,412 

Other – Cemeteries   

 

 

 
Future proposals for 

additional open 
space may be 

required 
 

             Schools 5   

Total 5 + 5 schools 
(1 private) 

321,491  

 

Future projections: 

   
 
 
 

 

 

The above graphs demonstrate projected population 

figures for the Census period from 2006 to 2026 in a left 

to right ascending order. It is anticipated that Gonville 

South will remain static while Gonville East and West could experience growth between 2016 and 

2021. Furthermore, it is projected that by 2016 the percentage of people over 65 years of age will be 

below average for the Wanganui area with particularly small numbers residing in Gonville West. 



Parks and Reserves Provision Analysis 

 41

 
7.7.3 Shortfall in current/future provision 

• Gonville East – excellent provision with only the far end of Smithfield Road over 500 metres 

away from a neighbourhood reserve. However, this lower end of Smithfield Road is within 

walking distance of the Gonville Domain sports ground. 

• Gonville South – poorly serviced, particularly as this is the largest of the Gonville suburbs. The 

following streets do not enjoy easy access to a neighbourhood park: Owen Street, Central 

Avenue, Cambridge Street, Gonville Avenue (mid and bottom sections), Caius Avenue, Kings 

Avenue, Bedford Avenue, Wordsworth Street, Balgownie Avenue, Heads Road, Gunn Street, 

Saunders Place and Bignell Street (lower end). However, it must be acknowledged that 

Gonville School is located on Gonville Avenue and therefore provides open space and play 

equipment for nearby residents.  

• Gonville West – neighbourhood reserves are lacking in the upper section bordering Tawhero 

and in the region near Balgownie. This means that Akatea Street, Tui Place, Maine Street, 

Harper Street (upper end), Kauri Street, and Prince Street are outside the 500 metre ambit.   

 

 7.7.4 Summary 
There is a general lack of neighbourhood reserves in this area, although Gonville Domain provides 

significant recreation and amenity opportunities. This is particularly important while Gonville retains its 

young population base.   

 

7.8 Kowhai Park – Wembley Park – Williams Domain 

 7.8.1 Demographics 
Growth: The number of occupied dwellings in Williams Domain grew by 6.3% in the period from 1996 

to 2001. Conversely, Kowhai Park and Wembley Park experienced declines of –3.7% and –1.5%, 

respectively.  

 

Population: Williams Domain was the only one of these suburbs to witness population growth in the 

five year period to 2001, while Kowhai Park suffered a significant drop of 8.4%. Of these areas, 

Wembley Park houses the youngest population, and has considerably fewer residents over the age of 

65 than the District average. The populations of these Wanganui East areas are seen to remain 

generally static, with an overall increase of 60, in light of provisional Census figures for 2006.    

 
 Year Population Change since 

last Census 
% 

0-14 yrs % 15-64 yrs % 65+ % 

Kowhai Park 1991 2,355     

 1996 2,394 +1.66    

 2001 2,193 -8.4 22.3 57.0 20.7 

Provisional 2006 2,210     

Wembley Park 1991 1,959     
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 1996 1,815 -7.35    

 2001 1,689 -6.8 29.0 62.8 8.2 

Provisional 2006 1,700     

Williams Dom. 1991 2,088     

 1996 2,079 -0.43    

 2001 2,127 +2.2 23.8 52.2 24.0 

Provisional 2006 2,160     

       

TOTAL POP. 2001 6,009     

Provisional 2006 6,070     

 

Future projections: 

  
The above graphs demonstrate projected population figures for the Census period from 2006 to 2026 

in a left to right ascending order. In light of these estimates it is projected that stable population figures 

will exist in each of these areas. Furthermore, it is projected that by 2016 the percentage of people 

over 65 years of age will be significantly below average in Wembley Park, about average in Kowhai 

Park and considerably above average in Williams Domain. 

 
 7.8.2 Current reserve provision 
 

Reserve category No. of 
reserves 

Total 
area (m²) 

Estimated additional  
provision required 

Premier parks 2 214,760 

Neighbourhood reserves 2 4,452 

Open space reserves 6 8,205 

Wilderness parks 1 510,304 

Conservation areas   

Road reserves 1 444 

Sports grounds – premier    

Sports grounds – other  2 249,335 

Sports grounds – non-WDC owned   

Other – Cemeteries   

 

 

 

Sufficient 

             Schools 3   
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Total 14 + 3 
schools 

987,500  

 

 7.8.3 Shortfall in current/future provision 

• Kowhai Park – Kowhai Park ensures that residents in the lower reaches of the suburb are well 

catered for. However, a number of streets remain further than 500 metres from a 

neighbourhood reserve, including: Walker Place, Millward Street, Fromont Street, Nixon 

Street, Kawakawa Street, White Street, Raine Street, Matarawa Street, Ikitara Road and 

Turoa Road. However, Ikitara Street, Raine Street and Matarawa Street all have access to 

green space through St. Anne’s School. 

• Wembley Park – adequate neighbourhood park provision.  

• Williams Domain – very good neighbourhood park provision, especially as this is a relatively 

large suburb. Young Street, Boydfield Street, Jellicoe Street and Hackett Street are the only 

exceptions.  

 

 7.8.4 Summary 
Although neighbourhood reserves may be lacking, particularly in the Kowhai Park and Wembley Park 

areas, Kowhai Park, three open space reserves, and two general use sports grounds provide 

adequate green space for recreational activities. With the populations of Williams Domain and Kowhai 

Park comprising significantly more residents over 65 than Wembley Park they are likely to reflect 

different park and reserve requirements.  

 

7.9 Laird Park 

 7.9.1 Demographics 
Growth: Laird Park has witnessed a 2.1% decline in the number of occupied dwellings between 1996 

and 2001. 

 
Population: While the usually resident population of Laird Park continues to drop, a 0.9% decrease 

presents a better figure than the 3.9% average loss for the Wanganui District. Meanwhile, with 23.3% 

of residents between the ages of 0 and 14, Laird Park exactly matches the District’s average.  

 
 Year Population Change since 

last Census 
% 

0-14 yrs % 15-64 yrs % 65+ % 

Laird Park 1991 2,487     

 1996 2,349 -5.55    

 2001 2,328 -0.9 23.3 61.2 15.5 

Provisional 2006 2,190     

       

TOTAL POP. 2001 2,328     

Provisional 2006 2,370     
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Future projections: 

 
The above graph demonstrates projected population figures for the Census period from 2006 to 2026 

in a left to right ascending order. It is expected that Laird Park will remain relatively static until a 

possible decline in 2026. Furthermore, it is projected that by 2016 the percentage of people over 65 

years of age will be considerably below average for the Wanganui area. 

 

 7.9.2 Current reserve provision 
 

Reserve category No. of 
reserves 

Total 
area (m²) 

Estimated additional  
provision required 

Premier parks   

Neighbourhood reserves   

Open space reserves   

Wilderness parks   

Conservation areas   

Road reserves   

Sports grounds – premier   

Sports grounds – other  1 26,890 

Sports grounds – non-WDC owned   

Other – Cemeteries   

 

 

 

Future proposals 
may need to 

consider additional 
open space 
provision 

             Schools 1   

Total 1 + 1 school 26,890  

 

 7.9.3 Shortfall in current/future provision 

• There are currently no neighbourhood reserves in the Laird Park area. However, St. Mary’s 

School provides some form of open space, complete with play equipment, at 30 London 

Street. 

 

 7.9.4 Summary 
While the population of Laird Park continues to decline into 2006, this area does represent a 

significant population, particularly as 23.3% of residents are below the age of 15. Current reserve 

provision does not cater to this population, and this area is entirely without Council provided open 

green space.  
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7.10 Lower Aramoho – Upper Aramoho 

 7.10.1 Demographics 
Growth: Aramoho has generally experienced a sustained increase in the sale of vacant lots. 
 
Population: Lower Aramoho not only represents the smaller population, but has also declined more 

rapidly in the five years to 2001. Both suburbs are similarly comprised of young populations and have 

fewer residents over the age of 65 than the District average. However, more recent figures released 

provisionally through Census 2006 suggest that population levels have remained relatively static. 

 
 Year Population Change since 

last Census 
% 

0-14 yrs % 15-64 yrs % 65+ % 

Lwr Aramoho 1991 1,983     

 1996 1,974 -0.45    

 2001 1,758 -11.1 24.9 61.6 13.5 

Provisional 2006 1,760     

Upr Aramoho 1991 2,457     

 1996 2,301 -6.35    

 2001 2,139 -7.2 25.1 59.5 15.4 

Provisional 2006 2,130     

       

TOTAL POP. 2001 3,897     

Provisional 2006 3,890     

 
Future projections: 

  
The above graphs demonstrate projected population figures for the Census period from 2006 to 2026 

in a left to right ascending order. It is projected that Lower Aramoho will remain more stable than 

Upper Aramoho where population decline will gradually occur. Furthermore, it is projected that by 

2016 the percentage of people over 65 years of age will be slightly below average in Lower Aramoho 

while slightly above average in Upper Aramoho. 
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7.10.2 Current reserve provision 
 

Reserve category No. of 
reserves 

Total 
area (m²) 

Estimated additional 
provision required 

Premier parks   

Neighbourhood reserves 3 7,728 

Open space reserves 4 34,958 

Wilderness parks 2 403,857 

Conservation areas 2 8,336 

Road reserves 1 1,156 

Sports ground s- premier   

Sports grounds – other 1 36,748 

Sports grounds – non-WDC owned   

Other – Cemeteries   

 

 

 

Sufficient 
 

             Schools 2   

Total 13 + 2 
schools 

492,783  

 

7.10.3 Shortfall in current/future provision 

• Lower Aramoho – while there are three neighbourhood reserves in Lower Aramoho, the 

following streets do not enjoy easy access to these parks: sections of Somme Parade, 

Kaikokopu Road, Gurr Place, George Street, Rotherham Street, Gibson Street, Boyd Avenue, 

Emerson Street, Queen Street, Victory Place and the lower section of Brunswick Road.  

• Upper Aramoho – although this is the larger of the two suburbs, Upper Aramoho residents 

have less opportunity to access neighbourhood parks. Poor provision affects these streets: 

sections of Somme Parade, Cumbrae Place, Hodge Place, Borlase Place, Roberts Avenue, 

Caffray Avenue, Lewis Avenue, Paterson Street, Kells Avenue, Quick Avenue, Ash Place, 

Maple Place, Camellia Avenue, Photinia Place and Lucknow Street.  

  
7.10.4 Summary 

Although there are three neighbourhood reserves in Aramoho these are not sufficiently meeting the 

demands of this suburb. A general use sports ground, Te Mana Park, is also concentrated in the same 

area, and as such, is not easily accessible by residents in the aforementioned streets. However, the 

riverbank walkway is an alternative open space solution and runs the length of Somme Parade. This is 

often used as by walkers and as a dog exercise track.   

 

7.11 Marybank-Gordon Park 

 7.11.1 Demographics 
Growth: An increase in the number of occupied dwellings in the Marybank-Gordon Park area 

translated to a percentage change of 14.1% in the 1991 – 2001 period.  
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Population: The Marybank-Gordon Park area is significantly smaller than other suburban blocks and 

has maintained a stable population, with no change in the five years to 2001 and an apparent minor 

increase as at 2006 as reflected in provisional Census figures. Of further note is this area’s 

concentration of residents in the 15 to 64 age bracket.  

  
 Year Population Change since 

last Census 
% 

0-14 yrs % 15-64 yrs % 65+ % 

Mbank-Gdn Park 1991 555     

 1996 549 -1.08    

 2001 549 -0.5 22.4 65.6 12.0 

Provisional 2006 580     

       

TOTAL POP. 2001 549     

Provisional 2006 580     

 
Future projections: 

 
The above graph demonstrates projected population figures for the Census period from 2006 to 2026 

in a left to right ascending order. It is expected that this area will maintain stable population figures. 

Furthermore, it is projected that by 2016 the percentage of people over 65 years of age will be 

appreciably above average for the Wanganui area. 

 
7.11.2 Current reserve provision 

 
Reserve category No. of 

reserves 
Total 
area (m²) 

Estimated additional 
provision required 

Premier parks   

Neighbourhood reserves   

Open space reserves   

Wilderness parks 1 16,900 

Conservation areas 2 156,774 

Road reserves    

Sports grounds – premier    

Sports grounds – other   

Sports grounds – non-WDC owned   

Other – Cemeteries   

 

 

 

Dependent on 
growth and 

demographic 
changes 

             Schools 1   

Total 3 + 1 school 173,674  
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 7.11.3 Shortfall in current/future provision 

• There are currently no neighbourhood reserves in the Marybank-Gordon Park area. Although 

this is a small area with a handful of well developed wilderness parks and conservation areas 

these are not always readily accessible.  

 

 7.11.4 Summary 
Marybank-Gordon Park has a small but young population yet is without neighbourhood or open 

reserves.  

7.12 Maxwell 

 7.12.1 Demographics 
Growth: There has been a significant level of recent development at Mowhanau. At present, nineteen 

new lots are under construction. 

 

Population: Maxwell has been characterised by strong growth in the ten years to 2001, resulting in a 

percentage change of 18.3. While the most recent provisional Census figures indicate a further 

acceleration in growth, Maxwell has also enjoyed a sustained increase in the number of occupied 

dwellings. Furthermore, Maxwell has a solid young population base with far fewer over 65 years of 

age (9.1%) than the District average (16.1%).   

 
 Year Population Change since 

last Census 
% 

0-14 yrs % 15-64 yrs % 65+ % 

Maxwell 1991 1,284     

 1996 1,416 +10.28    

 2001 1,455 +2.8 24.3 66.6 9.1 

Provisional 2006 1,590     

       

TOTAL POP. 2001 1,455     

Provisional 2006 1,590     

 
Future projections: 
While there is no graph available for the Maxwell area, growth projections indicate that market 

demand for new land is strongly demonstrated in rural residential areas. It is also assumed that: 

“ageing will create a demand led shift from ‘lifestyle’ properties to more comprehensively developed 

newer suburban neighbourhoods. This is not to say that ‘lifestyle’ properties will decline but does 

suggest that people’s focus will, with time, shift”6. 

 
  

                                                      
6 Growth forecasts – Wanganui District. (2006). p. 4. 
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7.12.2 Current reserve provision 
 

Reserve category No. of 
reserves 

Total area 
(m²) 

Estimated additional 
provision required 

Premier parks 1 256,479 

Neighbourhood reserves   

Open space reserves 3 51,404 

Wilderness parks 16 11,740,906 

Conservation areas 6 187,851 

Road reserves   

Sports grounds – premier   

Sports grounds – other  1 14,730 

Sports grounds – non-WDC owned   

Other – Cemeteries 2 9,503 

 

 

 

Sufficient 

             Schools 2   

Total 29 + 2 
schools 

12,260,873  

 

 7.12.3 Shortfall in current/future provision 

• Maxwell has a comprehensive spread of parks and reserves but does not contain 

neighbourhood reserves. Instead, residents often use their local schools as additional open 

community space. 

 

 7.12.4 Summary 
Although Maxwell has a significant number of parks and reserves, these spaces must serve a large 

and dispersed area. While these reserves do not include a neighbourhood park, access to a number 

of other outdoor options is readily available.  

 

7.13 Mosston – Tawhero 

 7.13.1 Demographics 
Growth: Six new lots are currently under construction in the Mosston area. 

 

Population: Mosston has a younger population than Tawhero with a small number of residents over 

the age of 65. While both suburbs had been subject to population decline, Tawhero appears to be 

reversing this trend as evidenced by provisional Census figures for 2006.  
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 Year Population Change since 
last Census 
% 

0-14 yrs % 15-64 yrs % 65+ % 

Mosston 1991 1,317     

 1996 1,269 -3.64    

 2001 1,191 -6.8 28.2 61.5 10.3 

Provisional 2006 1,180     

Tawhero 1991 1,620     

 1996 1,773 +9.44    

 2001 1,713 -3.1 20.1 61.2 18.7 

Provisional 2006 1,820     

       

TOTAL POP. 2001 2,904     

Provisional 2006 3,000     

 

Future projections: 

  
The above graphs demonstrate projected population figures for the Census period from 2006 to 2026 

in a left to right ascending order. It is expected that these areas will both maintain stable population 

figures. Furthermore, it is projected that by 2016 the percentage of people over 65 years of age will be 

noticeably below average in Mosston, while significantly above average in Tawhero. 

 
7.13.2 Current reserve provision 
 

Reserve category No. of 
reserves 

Total 
area (m²) 

Estimated additional  
provision required 

Premier parks   

Neighbourhood reserves 5 22,247 

Open space reserves   

Wilderness parks 1 57,072  

Conservation areas   

Road reserves   

Sports grounds – premier    

Sports grounds – other    

Sports grounds – non-WDC owned 1 512,363 

Other – Cemeteries   

 

 

 

Sufficient 

             Schools 3   
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Total 7 + 3 schools 591,682  

 
 7.13.3 Shortfall in current/future provision 

• Mosston –with two neighbourhood reserves in Mosston a concentration of streets bordering 

Castlecliff South are poorly serviced. These include: Glenn Street, Lee Street, Karyn Street, 

Mosston Road, Titoki Street, Kowhai Street, Ruapehu Street and Miro Street. However, 

Mosston School is located on Mosston Road and provides play fields and play equipment for 

nearby residents.  

• Tawhero – adequate neighbourhood park provision. There are three neighbourhood reserves 

in Tawhero but the following streets are beyond the 500 metre ambit: Tawhero Street, Puriri 

Street, Mahoe Place, Banks Place, Nikau Street and Broadhead Avenue.  

 

 7.13.4 Summary 
In general, parks and reserves are easily accessible within the Tawhero and Mosston areas. A total of 

5 neighbourhood parks ensure that the vast majority of streets are serviced, with 6 streets in Tawhero 

and 8 streets in Mosston beyond the 500 metre ambit. 

 

7.14 Otamatea – St Johns Hill 

 7.14.1 Demographics 
Growth: From 1996 to 2004 the majority of Wanganui’s residential development has been 

concentrated in the Otamatea and St Johns Hill areas. Sales of vacant lots have also been steady 

which suggests continued demand for new development. In conjunction with this, residents of St 

Johns Hill apply for a significantly higher number of building consents each year, and ninety-seven 

new lots are currently under development. It is expected that clear and sustained demand for new 

residential properties will continue to exist within these areas. 

 

Population: Otamatea appears to fare better in terms of population growth, with a better record of 

occupied dwelling increases also. This has left Otamatea with an 18.2% change between 1991 and 

2001, compared with 5.8% for St Johns Hill with this trend appearing likely to continue in light of 

provisional 2006 Census results. However, St Johns Hill and Otamatea are both comprised of much 

larger populations of elderly residents than the District average, and consequently have smaller 

populations between 0 and 64. 

 
 Year Population Change since 

last Census 
% 

0-14 yrs % 15-64 yrs % 65+ % 

Otamatea 1991 834     

 1996 975 +16.91    

 2001 999 +2.1 16.2 55.6 28.2 

Provisional 2006 1,070     

St Johns Hill 1991 2,118     
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 1996 2,259 +6.66    

 2001 2,202 -2.5 19.2 58.3 22.5 

Provisional 2006 2,210     

       

TOTAL POP. 2001 3,201     

Provisional 2006 3,280     

 

Future projections: 

  
The above graphs demonstrate projected population figures for the Census period from 2006 to 2026 

in a left to right ascending order. It is anticipated that while St Johns Hill will remain static, Otamatea is 

likely to experience gradual population growth. Furthermore, it is projected that by 2016 the 

percentage of people over 65 years of age will be considerably above average, particularly in the 

Otamatea area, in comparison to average Wanganui figures. 

 

 7.14.2 Current reserve provision 
 

Reserve category No. of 
reserves 

Total 
area (m²) 

Estimated additional 
provision required 

Premier parks  1 203,033 

Neighbourhood reserves 1 4,538 

Open space reserves 2 50,150 

Wilderness parks   

Conservation areas 6 62,164 

Road reserves 3 11,210 

Sports grounds – premier   

Sports grounds – other  1 55,450 

Sports grounds – non-WDC owned   

Other – Cemeteries   

 

 

 

Sufficient 

             Schools 2   

Total 14 + 2 
schools 

386,545  
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 7.14.3 Shortfall in current/future provision 

• St Johns Hill – excellent open space reserve provision, with a lack of structured 

neighbourhood park play areas. 

• Otamatea – excellent open space reserve provision, with a lack of structured neighbourhood 

park play areas. 

  
7.14.4 Summary 

The location of demand for new urban residential development is expected to remain in these areas, 

with future growth driving further reserve provision as required.  

 

7.15 Putiki  

 7.15.1 Demographics 
Growth: Putiki has experienced a sustained increase in the sale of vacant land, coupled with the 

construction of thirty-nine new residential lots. 
 
Population: Putiki is the smallest of the suburban areas at only 360. It appears to have retained a 

fairly stable population base in the period from 1991 to 2006 and is predominantly comprised of young 

residents. 

 
 Year Population Change since 

last Census 
% 

0-14 yrs % 15-64 yrs % 65+ % 

Putiki 1991 351     

 1996 357 +1.71    

 2001 345 -3.9 22.6 60.0 17.4 

Provisional 2006 360     

       

TOTAL POP. 2001 345     

Provisional 2006 360     

 

Future projections: 

 
The above graph demonstrates projected population figures for the Census period from 2006 to 2026 

in a left to right ascending order. As a result of these projections it is considered likely that Putiki will 

maintain a stable population base. Furthermore, it is projected that by 2016 the percentage of people 

over 65 years of age will be considerably above average for the Wanganui area. 

 
 7.15.2 Current reserve provision 
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Reserve category No. of 
reserves 

Total 
area (m²) 

Estimated additional  
provision required 

Premier parks   

Neighbourhood reserves   

Open space reserves   

Wilderness parks 1 70,820 

Conservation areas 6 7,870 

Road reserves 1 614 

Sports grounds – premier   

Sports grounds – other   

Sports grounds – non-WDC owned   

Other – Cemeteries   

 

 

 

Future open space 
provision may be 

required 
 

             Schools 1   

Total 8 + 1 school 79,304  

 

 7.15.3 Shortfall in current/future provision 

• There are currently no neighbourhood reserves in Putiki.  

  

 7.15.4 Summary 
Putiki is currently underprovided for, particularly as new residential development is in progress. These 

lots will require access to open green space, and Putiki does not yet contain either neighbourhood or 

open space reserves. However, the Putiki Esplanade does provide pleasant green space on the banks 

of the Whanganui River.  

 

7.16 Springvale East – Springvale West – Wanganui Collegiate 

 7.16.1 Demographics 
Growth: A significant cluster of residential development has been focused at the western end of 

Springvale Road, and sales in vacant lots remain strong.  At the same time, applications for building 

consents are more frequent than in most other areas, as evidenced by the forty-four new lots currently 

under construction. As a result, early drafts for the Wanganui Urban Growth Strategy note continued 

demand for new residential properties in this area. 
 
Population: Wanganui Collegiate experienced population growth between 1996 and 2001, while 

Springvale East and Springvale West each declined by 2.9% and 4.7%, respectively. However, in 

terms of growth in occupied dwellings, Springvale trumped Wanganui Collegiate, increasing in the 

West by 5.5% from 1991 to 2001 and by 10.2% in the East. Comparably, Wanganui Collegiate 

dropped 1.3%. Given the most recent 2006 provisional Census figures it would now appear that each 

of these suburbs is demonstrating minor population growth.  
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 Year Population Change since 
last Census 
% 

0-14 yrs % 15-64 yrs % 65+ % 

Springvale East 1991 1,827     

 1996 1,845 +0.99    

 2001 1,794 -2.9 16.9 55.8 27.3 

Provisional 2006 1,820     

Springvale West 1991 1,470     

 1996 1,395 -5.10    

 2001 1,329 -4.7 18.5 61.0 20.5 

Provisional 2006 1,350     

Wanganui Coll. 1991 1,191     

 1996 1,137 -4.53    

 2001 1,170 +2.6 22.6 57.7 19.7 

Provisional 2006 1,190     

       

TOTAL POP. 2001 4,293     

Provisional 2006 4,360     

 
Future projections: 

   
The above graphs demonstrate projected population 

figures for the Census period from 2006 to 2026 in a left 

to right ascending order. It is anticipated that Springvale 

West and Wanganui Collegiate will remain relatively 

static while Springvale West is likely to experience 

gradual population decline from 2016 onwards. 

Furthermore, it is projected that by 2016 the percentage 

of people over 65 years of age will be significantly above average in Springvale East and West and 

about average in Wanganui Collegiate. 

 
 7.16.2 Current reserve provision 
 

Reserve category No. of 
reserves 

Total 
area (m²) 

Estimated additional  
provision required 

Premier parks   

Neighbourhood reserves 2 6,817 

Open space reserves 2 14,030 
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Wilderness parks   

Conservation areas   

Road reserves   

Sports grounds – premier    

Sports grounds – other  2 151,931 

Sports grounds – non-WDC owned 1 92,282 

Other – Cemeteries   

Sufficient 

             Schools 4   

Total 7 + 4 schools 
(3 private) 

265,060  

 

 7.16.3 Shortfall in current/future provision 

• Springvale East – poor neighbourhood park provision. While the lower reaches of Springvale 

East, those streets bordering Wanganui Collegiate, enjoy easy access to neighbourhood 

reserves, the opposite end is under serviced. As a result, the following streets are affected: 

Antrim Place, Sussex Road, Dorset Road, Nathan Street, Somerset Road (upper end), 

Springvale Road (upper end), Downes Avenue and the lower end of Peakes Road. However, 

the Ben’s Place open space reserve provides green access for residents of Nathan Street. 

• Springvale West – adequate neighbourhood park provision. Only the Blueskin end of 

Springvale West is under serviced. This includes: Lincoln Road (upper end), Stafford Street 

(upper end), Surrey Road (upper end), Hereford Street (upper end), Devon Road (upper end) 

and Chester Road.  

• Wanganui Collegiate – insufficient neighbourhood park provision. Although this is a large area, 

neighbourhood reserve access is still required in the following areas: Purnell Street, Hurworth 

Place, Smithfield Road, Murch Place, Carlton Avenue, Godwin Crescent, Grey Street, Selwyn 

Crescent, College Street, Liverpool Street and Glasgow Street. The Splash Centre complex 

and Springvale Park absorb much of the Carlton Avenue and Grey Street shortfall, providing 

an extensive park setting at the upper end of London Street, while two public schools on 

Carlton Avenue and Purnell Street also supply open fields and play equipment.  

 

 7.16.4 Summary 
Residents of Springvale East and Wanganui Collegiate have more restricted access to neighbourhood 

parks and reserves. Although Springvale West fares slightly better, this area is expected to sustain 

demand for new residential development and may require further reserve space as growth dictates. 

8. CONCLUSION  
As Wanganui’s growth is predicted to remain concentrated in certain suburban areas, future reserve 

provision will remain dependent on residential development. That is, as need arises. However, it is 

also necessary to aim for accessible and evenly distributed parks, reserves and open spaces, and to 

take regard of population characteristics and the nature and volume of local recreational activity when 

planning for reserve provision. 
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Our current ability to meet the overarching goals of park provision as stated in the introduction to this 

document is variable. While there are a number of good quality parks for recreation, sports and 

amenity these are not catering to all neighbourhoods in equal ways. This reduces the ability of certain 

neighbourhoods to participate in active recreation opportunities on their immediate doorstep. It is also 

notable that the Wanganui District currently has very poor playground provision with only 16 

playgrounds, or 1.59 per 1000 children under 15. This is in stark contrast to the supply of other 

similarly sized territorial authorities; however benchmarking reports also indicate that Wanganui 

provides considerably more equipment per playground than these same regions. This information is 

illustrated in Table 2 of Appendix 4. 

 

With regard to our ability to provide green corridors both through and around the city for amenity and 

wildlife refuge purposes it appears that we are also faring well. Furthermore, according to the general 

benchmark for parks supply it is suggested that Wanganui’s size translates to a requirement of 80 

hectares of suitable open space. We currently provide 111 hectares. As a result, reduction in overall 

parks supply would certainly bring Wanganui into line with other similarly sized territorial authorities, as 

reflected in Table 1 of Appendix 4, particularly as Wanganui’s total parks area now appears to be 

2,080 hectares, not 1,783. This abundance is also witnessed in Wanganui’s large hold of wilderness 

and conservation land, however it is necessary to accept that quantity does not always guarantee 

quality of supply.  

 

In general terms it can be claimed that we are meeting our parks goals, with the urban community in 

particular, enjoying easy access to the river and surrounding countryside, as well as good access to 

urban parks and reserves. Further attempts to encourage a greenbelt philosophy to parks planning 

should be encouraged, with increased linkages between reserves by way of cycle tracks or pathways 

and the connection of the Whanganui River to the city and its people existing as primary examples of 

this approach.  

 

In order to appreciate Wanganui’s current distribution of parks and reserves, page 58 provides a table 

of open space by category and suburb. This information is summarised below:



 Neighbourhood park 
provision 

Other provision Projected population Projected population 
changes 

Summary 

 Good  Adequate Poor Range 
of 
reserve 
options 

General 
open 
space 

Contains 
sports 
ground 

Young Old Large Growth  Static Loss Possible 
need for 
additional 
reserves 

Balgownie 
Castlecliff North 
Castlecliff South 

             

Bastia Hill              
Blueskin              
Cooks Gardens 
Spriggens Park 
Wang. Central 

             

Durie Hill              
Fordell-Kakatahi              
Gonville East 
Gonville South 
Gonville West 

             

Kowhai Park 
Wembley Park 
Williams Domain 

      (Wembley 
Park) 

      

Laird Park              
Lower Aramoho 
Upper Aramoho 

      (Lower 
Aramoho) 

      

Marybank-Gordon 
Park 

             
Maxwell              
Mosston 
Tawhero 

       (Mosston)       
Otamatea 
St Johns Hill 

             
Putiki              
Springvale East 
Springvale West 
Wang. Collegiate 

             



From this table it can be seen that young populations will primarily exist in Balgownie, Castlecliff 

North, Castlecliff South, Blueskin, Cooks Gardens, Spriggens Park, Wanganui Central, Gonville East, 

Gonville South, Gonville West, Wembley Park, Laird Park, Lower Aramoho, Mosston and Tawhero,   

and as a result, open space for active recreation could be a consideration. Where this is not the case, 

then smaller pockets of land for amenity purposes or green breathing space may more suitably match 

community demand. However, new growth is also an indicator of reserve demand and as such park 

requirements are likely to require ongoing review.  

 

While neighbourhood park provision is poor in a number of suburbs this is often balanced by the 

presence of other outdoor options, for example, open space reserves. While this is not the case in 

Bastia Hill, Blueskin, Laird Park, Marybank-Gordon Park and Putiki it should be acknowledged that 

Blueskin and Laird Park are the only two of these areas projected to retain young populations. 

Furthermore, a number of suburban areas with lower density housing, such as in rural locations are 

less likely to require extensive public open space as private spaces may be able to meet individual 

need. This is particularly relevant in the Wanganui context as most urban properties also provide 

reasonable sections of open land within private residences.   

 

However, it is important that Council takes regard of the aforementioned growth and demographic 

assumptions when planning for future demand. At present it is clear that suburban areas enjoy 

inconsistent levels of park provision due to historic activities and differing development trends. As a 

result, future planning should adopt a more systematic approach. This presumes that areas 

experiencing population growth will require parks infrastructure to meet increased demand, while a 

decline in population will equate to reduced service provision. Council must also be cognisant of the 

need to balance community calls for open space with issues of affordability. While past acquisitions 

may have included the inheritance or purchase of parcels of land with limited use and ongoing 

maintenance costs, future acquisitions need to be the right land, in the right place for the right target 

market. In the case of surplus provision a thorough title search must be conducted to determine how 

the land was acquired and if divestment is permitted. Final decisions on the divestment of any major 

asset can only proceed once there has been community consultation on the matter. 

 

Issues of provision are similarly addressed through a system of park classification. This rates each 

open space by its measurable physical features, including, size, facilities, assets, usability, purpose 

and proximity and is a snapshot of individual park circumstances, a decision-making tool for park 

development and upgrades and is intended to ensure quality as opposed to quantity of open space. 

This information can be found in Appendix 3. 

 

In general it can be claimed that the community is satisfied with the current state of park, reserve and 

sports ground provision. Results from customer satisfaction and youth surveys indicate that sport and 

leisure opportunities and the existing parks network continue to meet demand. With regard to the 

‘Whanganui Youth Survey – 2005’ it can be seen that approximately 43% of responses generally 
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identify outdoor recreation facilities as Wanganui’s most positive attribute. However, improvements are 

also sought, predominately in the form of skate parks, sports fields and the scheduled Splash Centre 

extension. Community involvement in the parks area will continue to be an important feature, 

particularly the assistance of working groups such as that in operation at Kowhai Park. Such schemes 

not only enable active community engagement but may also offer further benefits including: 

• A greater sense of community ownership, which may translate into reduced maintenance 

costs through fewer incidents of vandalism. 

• Increased appreciation of parks and reserves and ensuing civic pride. 

• Capture of local knowledge and the involvement of multiple users in the day to day as well 

as future management of parks.  

 

It is clear that park and reserve provision requires further consideration than is currently the case. At 

this stage poor provision is most keenly felt in Laird Park, Putiki and the general Gonville area. 

However, the over supply of similar plots of steep, undeveloped and rugged terrain is also an issue. 

This land is primarily located in the rural area and offers little in the way of usability or value to its local 

communities. This information is reflected in the parks rating system chart and suggests that genuine 

wilderness parks and conservation areas need to be distinguished from those of little actual benefit. 

Such an occurrence typifies the general parks situation, demonstrating an over abundance of poorly 

functioning reserves from which the community derives little benefit, and reflecting a lack of accessible 

open space and neighbourhood play areas. Therefore, the challenge remains to ensure that future 

measures do in fact secure the right land in the right place for the right target market.           
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9. RECOMMENDATIONS  
 
The following table recommends actions and identifies issues for further consideration. In essence, 

there appear to be a number of similar concerns that relate to our parks and open space. These 

include: 

• A need for improved public toilet facilities (as a result of public concern). 

• Signage for promotion and to develop each park’s individual identity. 

• The development of a ‘point of difference’ through creative approaches to parks 

management. General improvements are also needed, particularly, with regard to play 

equipment in neighbourhood parks.   

• Improved accessibility, particularly as a number of reserves do not encourage, or cater for 

public use. 

• A focus on safer communities through open, well lit park spaces. This could include CCTV 

facilities in high risk areas. 

• A focus on the retention of high quality land and the disposal of lower quality plots, 

particularly those removed from young populations. This would subsequently align Wanganui 

with the parks supply of other similarly sized territorial authorities as reflected in Table 1 of 

Appendix 4. 

• A focus on the disposal of lower quality reserves and a subsequent reinvestment into 

community infrastructure.   
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 Premier Neighbourhood Open  Wilderness Conservation Road Sports-
prem. 

Sports-other Sports-non-WDC Other TOTAL 

Balgownie/ 

Castlecliff 

Nth/Sth 

 
1 

 
3 

 
3 

   
1 

  
1 

 
1 

  
10 

Bastia Hill  1    2     3 
Blueskin    2 1      3 
Cks 

Gardens/Spr. 

Park/Wang. 

Central 

 
2 

 
2 

 
7 

   
1 

 
1 

 
2 

 
1 

  
16 

Durie Hill  3 1 1 1 2     8 
Fordell  1 2 2 6 1  2   14 
Gnville East/ 

Sth/West 
 1 1     2 1  5 

Kowhai Pk/ 

Wbly Pk/ 

Will. Dom. 

 
2 

 
2 

 
6 

 
1 

 
 

 
1 

  
2 

   
14 

Laird Park        1   1 
Lwr/Upr 

Aramoho 
 3 4 2 2 1  1   13 

Marybank    1 2      3 
Maxwell 1  3 16 6   1  2 29 
Msstn/Twhro  5  1     1  7 
Otmata/St. J 1 1 2  6 3  1   14 
Putiki    1 6 1     8 
Spring. 

East/West 

Wang. Coll. 

 
 

 
2 

 
2 

     
2 

 
1 

  
7 

TOTAL 7 24 31 27 30 13 1 15 5 2  
TOTAL m² 1,127,100 117,839 391,736 13,283,285 4,701,802 21,368 63,354 1,090,234  9,503 20,806,301 
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Appendix 1 – Service levels, performance measures and targets (10-Year Plan 2006-2016) 
Parks and reserves 
Service levels/performance 
measures 

Baseline  
level of 
achievement 

06/07 
target 

07/08 
target 

08/09 
target 

09/10 
target 

10/11 
target 

11/12 
target 

12/13 
target 

13/14 
target 

14/15 
target 

15/16 
target 

Play equipment will be maintained in a 
safe condition. 

75% 75% 75% 85% 85% 85% 85% 85% 85% 85% 85% 

Open space will be provided within 10 
minutes walk or 500 metres of 
residential properties in the urban 
area. 

90% 90% 90% 90% 90% 90% 90% 90% 90% 90% 90% 

Users of parks and reserves grounds 
and associated facilities will be very 
satisfied with the quality. 

67% 67% 67% 67% 67% 67% 67% 67% 67% 67% 67% 

Reported graffiti will be removed within 
48 hours. 

50% 50% 65% 65% 65% 65% 65% 65% 65% 65% 65% 

Resource consent conditions will be 
complied with. 

90% 90% 95% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

Walkways within the parks and 
reserve network will be inspected for 
safety on a monthly basis. 

6 monthly 12 per 
annum 

12 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 

Walkways, public facilities and open 
park spaces will be available for public 
use 365 days per annum. 

95% 95% 95% 95% 95% 95% 95% 95% 95% 95% 95% 

The service will be maintained within 
allocated budget. 

+2% +2% +2% +2% +2% +2% +2% +2% +2% +2% +2% 

 
The level of service at Bason Botanic Gardens will increase as a result of new roading infrastructure in 2008/09 – 2009/10. 
The level of service associated with walkways will increase with the further development of the Riverbank Walkway over the life of this plan. 
New play grounds will increase the level of service in 2007/08 and 2010/11. 
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Sports grounds 
Service levels/performance 
measures 

Baseline  
level of  
achievement 

06/07 target 07/08 
target 

08/09 
target 

09/10 
target 

10/11 
target 

11/12 
target 

12/13 
target 

13/14 
target 

14/15 
target 

15/16 
target 

Unlit sports grounds will be 
available for use, 365 days 
per year. 

98% 98% 98% 98% 98% 98% 98% 98% 98% 98% 98% 

Lit sports grounds will be 
available for use, 365 days 
per year. 

98% 98% 98% 98% 98% 98% 98% 98% 98% 98% 98% 

Public conveniences will be 
available for use. 

95% of opening hours 95% 95% 95% 95% 95% 95% 95% 95% 95% 95% 

Sports ground maintenance 
will meet all contract 
specifications on all 
inspections. 

12 inspections per 
annum with 100% 
compliance with 

contract specifications 

100% 
achievement 

100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

Users will be very satisfied 
with sports grounds and 
associated facilities. 

66% 66% 66% 66% 66% 66% 66% 66% 66% 66% 66% 

Resource consents to take 
water will be complied with. 

100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

Leases and licences will be 
current for all applicable user 
groups. 

98% 98% 98% 98% 98% 98% 98% 98% 98% 98% 98% 

 
Cooks Gardens 
Service levels/performance 
measures 

Baseline  
level of  
achievement 

06/07 target 07/08 
target 

08/09 
target 

09/10 
target 

10/11 
target 

11/12 
target 

12/13 
target 

13/14 
target 

14/15 
target 

15/16 
target 

Venue will be available for public 
use, 365 days per year. 

98% 98% 98% 98% 98% 98% 98% 98% 98% 98% 98% 

Public conveniences located on St 
Hill Street will be available for use 
during normal opening hours e.g. 
24 hours a day. 

95% of opening 
hours 

95% 95% 95% 95% 95% 95% 95% 95% 95% 95% 

Cooks Gardens ground 
maintenance will meet all contract 

12 inspections  
per annum with 

100% 
achievement 

100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 
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specifications on all inspections. 100% compliance 
with contract 
specifications 

Users will be very satisfied with 
Cooks Gardens and associated 
facilities. 

66% 66% 66% 66% 66% 66% 66% 66% 66% 66% 66% 

Leases and licences will be 
current for all applicable user 
groups. 

98% 98% 98% 98% 98% 98% 98% 98% 98% 98% 98% 
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Appendix 2 – Scheduled parks work 

 Premier Neighbourhood Open space Wilderness Conservation Road Sports – premier Sports - other 

Ongoing  Riverbank 

walkway 

development 

 Riverbank 

walkway 

development 

Acquire esplanade 

strips and reserves 

where 

necessitated by 

subdivision. 

Acquire esplanade 

strips and reserves 

where 

necessitated by 

subdivision. 

   

2006/07 Riverfront 

development 

project begins 

       

2007/08 Kowhai Park 

toilets and play 

equipment 

upgrade 

New playgrounds       Splash Centre 

extension 

completed 

2008/09 Development of a 

new link road at 

Bason Botanic 

Gardens 

       

2009/10 Development of a 

new link road at 

Bason Botanic 

Gardens 

     Cooks Gardens 

upgrade 
 

2010/11  New playgrounds       
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2011/12         

2012/13         

2013/14         

2014/15         

2015/16         
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Appendix 3 – Parks rating system 
This system scores each reserve according to its ability to meet minimum standards for facilities, 
assets, usability – particularly in relation to its target population and general condition. Each category 
is classified as either PASS ( ), FAIL ( ) or IN PART (½) with these ratings used to generate a total 
score out of six. In order to ‘pass’ the following must be satisfied:  
Facilities – these provide significant active recreational opportunities, for example play grounds or 

sports fields. 

Assets – provision of quality parks infrastructure, for example, lighting, seating and tables. 

Usability – well meets the needs of its local community, for example, it is easily accessible and has 

flat open spaces. 

Condition – the general condition of the reserve is good or very good.  

Purpose – the reserve serves its function as specified by its parks classification. This recognises that 

the demands placed on particular parks will surpass those of others, for example wilderness or road 

reserves cannot be compared to neighbourhood parks. 

Proximity – the reserve is close to residential properties and as such is likely to encourage consistent 

use.   
Reserve Size (m²) Facilities Assets Usability  Condition Purpose Proximity TOTAL 
Kotuku Street 
Reserve 

1,123      ½  1/2 

Balgownie 
Greenbelt – Elm 
Street 

3,384       1 

Balgownie 
Greenbelt – 
Harper Street 

1,035        1 

Birch Place 
Reserve 

4,408       1 

Handley Road 
Reserve 

2,388       1 

Rimu Street 
Reserves  

8,289     ½  ½  1 

Rowan Reserve 9,200       1 

Waikupa Reserve 114,450       1 

Wickham 
Memorial Reserve 

51,900       1 

Ford Reserve  6,475      ½  1.5 

Gilfillan Reserve 4,047    ½    1.5 

Kaitoke 
Esplanade 
Reserve 

13,360    ½  ½  ½  1.5 

Kauarapaoa 
Esplanade 
Reserve 

9,250   ½  ½  ½   1.5 

Longacre 
Reserve 

37,506    ½  ½  ½  1.5 

Matarawa Stream 
Reserve – Ikitara 
Road 

2,069     ½   1.5 

Matarawa Stream 
Reserve – Raine 
Street 

1,860     ½   1.5 

Matarawa Stream 
Reserve -  Raine 
Street 

265     ½   1.5 

Matarawa Stream 
Reserve – White 
Street 

850     ½   1.5 

Papaiti Metal Pit 249,513    ½    1.5 
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Reserve Size (m²) Facilities Assets Usability  Condition Purpose Proximity TOTAL 
Plimmer Reserve 39,707    ½    1.5 

South Spit 
Reserve 

11,800   ½  ½  ½   1.5 

Taylors Cave 410      ½  1.5 

Thomas Dix Park 4,760      ½  1.5 

Upokongaro 
Reserve - 
Riverbank 

1,400   ½     1.5 

Burnett Terrace 476        2 

Dickson Crescent 
Reserve 

6,787       2 

Indus Street 
Reserve 

657   ½  ½  ½  ½  2 

Kai Iwi Recreation 
Reserve 

278,221   ½  ½  ½  ½  2 

Kawakawa Street 
Reserve 

3,843       2 

Landguard 
Domain 

70,820    ½   ½  2 

Liffiton 
Street/Carlton 
Avenue Reserve 

1,125       2 

Maiika Reserve 19,946   ½  ½    2 

Matai Street 
Recreation 
Reserve 

54,319  ½   ½  ½  ½  2 

Moana Parade 
Recreation 
Reserve 

5,185   ½    ½  2 

Ototoka Beach 9,181   ½ ½    2 

Parihauhau Road 
Esplanade 
Reserve 

7,000   ½  ½     2 

Taupo Quay 
Esplanade 

2,400   ½  ½  ½  ½  2 

AH Collins Park 186,011   ½  ½   ½  2.5 

Anaua Street 
Reserve 

614   ½  ½  ½   2.5 

Bastia Avenue 
Water Tower 
Reserve 

7,072  ½  ½  ½    2.5 

Brunswick 
Reserve 

6,165   ½  ½  ½   2.5 

Handley Road 
Accommodation 
Park 

12,216  ½      2.5 

Hogg Park 29,542      ½  2.5 

Makirikiri Valley 
Esplanade 
Reserve 

1,950   ½     2.5 

Matai Street 
Reserve 

3,468   ½  ½  ½   2.5 

Mosston Park – 
Part 1 

25,267   ½  ½   ½  2.5 

Mosston Park – 
Part 2 

4,750   ½ ½   ½  2.5 

Mosston Park – 
Part 3 

57,072   ½  ½   ½  2.5 

Peat Street 
ZigZag Reserve 

25,302     ½    2.5 

Raupo –Hinau 
Street Reserve 

437   ½  ½  ½   2.5 

Sandy Hook 40,367   ½ ½  ½  2.5 

Tawa Street 
Reserve 

2,461   ½  ½  ½   2.5 

Te Opearourou 4,410   ½     2.5 

Thomas Waight 172,750  ½  ½  ½    2.5 
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Reserve Size (m²) Facilities Assets Usability  Condition Purpose Proximity TOTAL 
Reserve 
Waitotara 
Recreation 
Reserve 

3,391,824   ½ ½   ½  2.5 

Webb Road 
Reserve 

1,724   ½  ½  ½   2.5 

Airport Reserve 16,900       3 

Alexa Place 11,835    ½  ½   3 

Blyth Street 
Reserve 

2,145       3 

Field Street 
Reserve 

1,156   ½  ½    3 

Gordon Park 144,974   ½   ½  3 

Hillside Terrace 16,462    ½  ½   3 

Hipango Park  121,405       3 

Matarawa Stream 
Reserve – Gerse 
Street 

388       3 

Maxwell 
Cemetery 

5,886  ½  ½     3 

Maxwell 
Cenotaph 

7,702  ½  ½     3 

Montgomery 
Reserve 

19,968   ½  ½    3 

Nichol Place 648   ½   ½   3 

Parkdale Drive 
Reserve 

7,196   ½  ½    3 

Polson Park 5,701   ½   ½   3 

Purua Stream 
Walkway 

375       3 

Riding for the 
Disabled 

7,999 ½  ½    ½  ½  3 

Riverlands 
Reserve 

1,475   ½   ½   3 

Tennison Oaks 
Reserve 

1,302    ½  ½   3 

Upokongaro 
Village Reserve 

383   ½    ½  3 

Waitahinga 
Waterworks and 
Reserve 

7,249,523   ½  ½    3 

Aiken Place 
Reserve 

2,790   ½     3.5 

Bamber Street 
Road Reserve 

14,000     ½   3.5 

Exeter Crescent 
Reserve 

1,204  ½  ½   ½   3.5 

Hammond Park 5,524     ½   3.5 

Hylton Pit 
Reserve 

238,260  ½  ½  ½    3.5 

Lake Wiritoa 
Reserve 

154,715  ½      3.5 

Massey Street 
Reserve 

1,831     ½   3.5 

Matipo Park 333,044  ½  ½    ½  3.5 

Moutoa Quay 
Reserve 

4,906      ½  3.5 

Riverbank 
Reserve – Taupo 
Quay 

10,679     ½    3.5  

Rogers Street 
Reserve 

2,886     ½   3.5 

Rotokawau 
Reserve 

16,515   ½     3.5 

Westmere Lake 200,079  ½   ½   ½  3.5 

Babbage Place 
Reserve 

7,939       4 
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Reserve Size (m²) Facilities Assets Usability  Condition Purpose Proximity TOTAL 
Balgownie 
Greenbelt – 
Bignell Street 

4,733   ½  ½    4 

Beachcroft 
Reserve 

481  ½  ½     4 

Blyth Street 
Memorial Tower 

1,386   ½  ½    4 

Brunswick 
Cemetery 

3,617   ½    ½  4 

Eastway/Westway 
Reserve 

6,650       4 

Hussey Park 3,074  ½    ½   4 

Hylton Park 165,597  ½  ½     4 

Lorenzdale Park 15,732  ½    ½   4 

Mosquito Point 1,200 ½      ½  4 

Putiki Esplanade 
Reserve – Part 4 

1,196  ½     ½   4 

Putiki Esplanade 
Reserve – Part 1 

556  ½    ½   4 

Putiki Esplanade 
Reserve – Part 2 

101  ½    ½   4 

Putiki Esplanade 
Reserve – Part 3 

1,197  ½    ½   4 

Riverbank 
Reserve – Part 
Cornmarket 

5,903   ½    ½  4 

Turere Place 
Reserve and 
Tennis Courts  

4,538  ½  ½  ½  ½   4 

Wairere Road 450       4 

Anzac Parade – 
Mt View Road 

444  ½      4.5 

Balgownie 
Greenbelt – Puriri 
Street 

7,986  ½      4.5 

Ikitara Road 
ZigZag 

1,844  ½      4.5 

Kakaho Estate 
Reserve 

4,900     ½   4.5 

Mangamahu 
Domain – 
Mangamahu 
Village 

22,612  ½   ½  ½   4.5 

Moutoa Gardens 9,105      ½  4.5 

Richmond Park 1,489     ½   4.5 

Ridgway Park 403      ½  4.5 

Riverbank 
Reserve – 
Aramoho Rowing 
Club 

1,871      ½  4.5 

Riverbank 
Reserve – 
Collegiate Rowing 
Cub  

1,618      ½  4.5 

Riverbank 
Reserve – 
Wanganui Rowing 
Association 

2,377      ½  4.5 

Spriggens Park 26,850   ½      4.5 

St Georges Gate 
Reserves 

243   ½     4.5 

Te Mana Park 36,748 ½  ½   ½    4.5 

Turoa Pit Reserve 510,304   ½     4.5 

William Birch Park 6,796    ½    4.5 

Aramoho Park 29,092    ½   ½  5 
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Reserve Size (m²) Facilities Assets Usability  Condition Purpose Proximity TOTAL 
Bason Botanic 
Gardens 

256,479       5 

Bens Place 
Walkway 

8,127       5 

Durie Hill Steps 2,449 ½    ½    5 

Glen Logie Rose 
Garden 

2,773       5 

Majestic Square 1,015 ½      ½  5 

Mangamahu 
Domain – Kowhai 
Street 

30,093  ½   ½    5 

Mosston Park – 
Part 4 

2,036 ½     ½   5 

Mowhanau Camp 
and Reserve 

54,829       5 

Otamatea 
Reserve 

33,635       5 

Peat Park 55,450   ½  ½    5 

Riverbank 
Reserve – 
Tutahiheka 
Stream Outfall 

1,140       5 

Victoria Park 144,266 ½  ½      5 

Wembley Park 222,960   ½  ½    5 

Braves Softball 
Park 

37,965   ½     5.5 

Cooks Gardens 63,354      ½  5.5 

Cornmarket 
Reserve 

7,665  ½      5.5 

Hinau Street 
Reserve 

1,614  ½      5.5 

Horrocks Park 14,730  ½      5.5 

Hutton Park 9,351  ½      5.5 

Laird Park 26,890   ½     5.5 

Queens Park 70,863      ½  5.5 

Webb Road Park 483  ½      5.5 

Wembley Place 
Reserve 

609  ½      5.5 

Williams Domain 26,375 ½       5.5 

Castlecliff Coastal 
Reserve 

380,950       6 

Gonville Domain 238,347       6 

Handley Street 
Reserve  

9,486       6 

Kowhai Park 
North 

40,216       6 

Kowhai Park 
South  

174,544       6 

Lundon Park 47,494       6 

Mowhanau 
Beachfront 

36,906       6 

Springvale Park 140,101       6 

Spurdle Street 
Reserve 

5,613       6 

Virginia Lake 203,033       6 

Windsor Park 11,688       6 

 
Note: highlighting indicates considered for sale. 
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Appendix 4 – Reserve and Open Space Comparisons  
 

This table compares the Wanganui District Council’s park and reserve provision with other Districts of 

similar size. 

 

TABLE 1 - Total Park and Reserve Provision 

Authority Population Total area of 
parks (ha) 

Total number 
of parks 

Hectares of 
park per 1000 

residents 
(2005) 

Invercargill City 49,830 2,954 147 59.28 

Porirua City 47,370 706 122 14.90 

Gisborne DC 43,971 225 219 5.12 

Wanganui District 43,269 1,783 145 41.21 

Timaru District 41,964 491 232 11.70 

Nelson City 41,568 1,015 239 24.42 

Tasman District 41,532 393 468 9.50 

Papakura District  40,668  148  

Waipa District 40,293 3,500 100 86.86 

 

TABLE 2 - Playground Provision 

Authority Population No. of 
playgrounds 

No. of items 
of play 

equipment 

Average 
no. of 

items per 
playground 

Playgrounds 
per 1000 
children 
under 15 

Invercargill City 49,830 72 310 4.3 6.5 

Porirua City 47,370 44 130 3.0 3.31 

Gisborne DC 43,971 183   15.13 

Wanganui District 43,269 16 236 14.8 1.59 

Timaru District 41,964 46 140 3.0 5.23 

Nelson City 41,568 58 273 4.7 6.69 

Tasman District 41,532 39 134 3.4 4.10 

Papakura District  40,668 32 64 2.0 3.09 

Waipa District 40,293 20 70 3.5 2.04 
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TABLE 3 – Changes in Playground Provision 

Authority Population No. of 
playgrounds 

2002 

No. of 
playgrounds 

2005 

Invercargill City 49,830 80 72 

Porirua City 47,370 41 44 

Gisborne DC 43,971   

Wanganui District 43,269 15 16 

Timaru District 41,964 39 46 

Nelson City 41,568 57 58 

Tasman District 41,532 38 39 

Papakura District  40,668   

Waipa District 40,293 23 20 
 

 

All tables from the 2005 Yardstick Benchmarking Report 


