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Introduction and background 
Preparatory work on a Parks and Open Spaces Strategy was undertaken in 2006 with the 

completion of a Parks and Reserves Provision Analysis. This report detailed current park and 

reserve stock, potential need for additional reserve land, instances of surplus provision, 

relevant demographic information and was intended to act as a foundation document to guide 

the eventual development of a strategic approach to parks operations. A workshop with 

Councillors and Council staff was also held to ensure an appropriate, responsive and 

innovative framework.  

 

A summary of key findings from the Parks and Reserves Provision Analysis is provided 

below: 

• Although Wanganui has a number of good quality parks for recreation, sports and 

amenity these are not catering to all neighbourhoods in equal ways. 

• This large stock of parks land provides a variety of green space options, however, 

quantity does not currently guarantee quality of supply.  

• A lack of actively useful neighbourhood parks, or equally beneficial play area to 

service young, sizeable or growing populations emerged in the following urban 

areas: 

• Central city 

• Springvale 

• Laird Park 

• Gonville 

• An oversupply of steep, undeveloped, underperforming conservation area and 

rugged terrain was also noted for its lack of usability or value to local communities.  

 

Intention 
This Strategy will meet our goal of providing good quality parks for active recreation and 

amenity that adequately cater for our population, and will ensure the provision of green 

corridors, both through and around the city, for ecological benefit and connectivity. In 

particular, the urban community will have easy access to the river and surrounding 

countryside, as well as good access to urban parks and open space.  

 

This approach realises that parks and open space serve a significant community function and 

are highly valued for relaxation, play, urban relief, and amenity value. Related to this notion is 

the concept of ‘land ethics’, where the management of land is informed by ethical content. 

This recognises that public land is value laden and that sale and acquisition decisions will 

have a long lasting impact on the community.         
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The Strategy’s core principles also align with the Wanganui District’s Community Outcomes, 

principally A safe and healthy community, Recognition as a great place to live and visit, 

Development of amenities and recreational opportunities and the Development of the full 

cultural and environmental potential of the Whanganui River. 

 

In an effort to best meet the needs of the community in sustainable ways the Strategy will 

identify both key objectives and necessary actions. It will outline how we can utilise our 

existing resources in the most effective manner, align park and open space requirements to 

actual need and will promote options that champion connectivity, quality and active use.  

 

In essence, this Strategy is about the right land, in the right place for the right purpose.    
 
Timeframe 
The Parks and Open Spaces Strategy has been developed to cover a period of 20 years (to 

2027) and to reflect actual growth and community need for the next 10 years (to 2017). 

 
Legislative requirements 
The Parks and Open Spaces Strategy is principally influenced by the:  

• Reserves Act (1977)  

• Resource Management Act (1991) 

• Local Government Act (2002) 
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In 2005 Council adopted a Solar Protection Policy and, as such is charged with a 

responsibility to increase solar protection: 

• at open space sites and facilities owned by Council; and 

• at other sporting and recreational facilities. 

 

The provision of shade through structures, trees or other planting will be a minimum asset 

requirement at all parks, apart from at undeveloped sites or where otherwise unworkable.  

 

The Parks and Open Spaces Strategy also has wider implications in terms of Council’s 

Development Contributions Policy, District Plan and Growth Strategy (as demonstrated by the 

policy context table).   

 

In addition, connections to the Wanganui District Physical Activity Strategy will be sought, 

particularly through the provision of parks and open space for active play and recreation. 

 

 
Community Outcomes 

National/Regional 
plans and 
strategies  

Programmes of 
other agencies 

Community 
Strategic Plan 

Community 
Outcomes Report 

Council Strategies:  

Parks and 
Open Spaces  

District Growth, Economic 
Development, Safe 
Community, Youth, Sport and 
Recreation, Tourism, 
Transportation, Cycling, Litter   

Playground 
policy 

Regulatory Requirements 

Development 
Plans (premier 
parks) 

Reserve 
Management 
Plans  

Asset 
Management 
Plans  

Solar 
Protection 
policy  

District 
Plan 

10-Year 
Plan (Dvt. 
Contributions 
Policy) 
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Definitions 
For the purposes of this Strategy ‘parks’ are defined as land set aside for the purpose of 

public reserve, domain or recreational use while ‘open space’ is considered to be less 

structured or developed in nature and primarily intended as a connecting linkage, passage or 

walkway. While particular attention has been paid to Council-owned parks and open-spaces it 

is recognised that interrelationships between land, and patterns of community use occur, 

regardless of land ownership.   

 
Goal 
A well utilised, well positioned, safe and attractive parks and open space network that is best 

able to meet today’s and expected community need.    

 

Principles 
A number of principles underpin the above goal and will be applied to direct the Strategy’s 

focus on future land acquisition, retention, disposal, management and development.   

 

These include: 

• Demonstrated and deliberate connection of parks to other landscape features such 

as open space, community facilities and development nodes. 

• Flexible and responsive approaches to parks and open space management in an 

effort to best reflect changes in community need, environmental pressure and 

economic circumstance.  

• The active promotion of premier parks, in particular, to both extend and capitalise on 

their iconic status. 

• Changes in park composition and location to make best use of existing and future 

park and open space sites and to encourage accessibility, use and community 

ownership. 

• Quality provision of parks land as opposed to quantity of supply.  

• A focus on safe and welcoming environments. 

• Active processes of community collaboration in order to best reflect the desired 

outcomes of tangata whenua, key stakeholders, localised communities and the wider 

Wanganui District.  

• Provision of diverse outdoor options to meet varied community need. 

• Recognition and preservation of environmental value to achieve sustainability and 

protect indigenous biodiversity.  

 

Council’s mission  
To enhance the quality of life in Wanganui through a proactive approach to: 

• Promoting a positive image of Wanganui as a great place to live and visit. 

• Developing quality amenities and recreational facilities. 
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• Encouraging economic prosperity.  

 

Categories 
The following categories of parks and open space are operated by Council and adopted by 

this Strategy. These reflect the varying functions and purposes as defined by each individual 

classification and recognise the limitations of comparisons across categories.  

 

This replaces the previous categorisation system employed by Council in an effort to develop 

a more streamlined approach to parks management while mirroring national trends. 

 

 Premier parks 
These parks are well established and fill a significant and high profile role within the 

community, for example, Kowhai Park. They are iconic, tourist focused and of economic 

benefit. 

• Bason Botanic Gardens  

• Castlecliff Coastal Reserve 

• Kowhai Park (North and South) 

• Majestic Square 

• Queens Park 

• Virginia Lake 

 

 
 

Pathway parks 
A means of interconnection between existing parks and open space. Pathway parks are 

essentially a system of linear walkways leading to and encircling existing reserve land while 

making use of Wanganui’s association with both river and coast.    

• Bens Place Walkway 

• Moutoa Quay Reserve 

• Riverbank Reserve (Aramoho Rowing Club, 

Collegiate Rowing Club, part Cornmarket, 

Taupo Quay, Wanganui Rowing 

Association) 

• Moutoa Quay Riverfront Development  

• Taupo Quay Esplanade 
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 Active parks 
Areas primarily dedicated to sporting activity. The individual recreational demands of these 

parks are to be covered by a separate sports facilities strategy.  

 

 Passive parks   

Refers to land previously classified as 

‘neighbourhood’ or ‘open space’ reserve. These 

primarily exist in the urban area for the purpose of 

localised informal recreation and play. Passive parks 

supply safe, attractive, well maintained, free 

draining, flat or gently undulating grassed areas, 

with the additional provision of playground 

equipment in residential neighbourhoods.                        

• Aramoho Park 

• Bamber Street Road Reserve 

• Bastia Avenue Water Tower Reserve 

• Birch Place Reserve (CONSIDERED 

FOR SALE) 

• Blyth Street Memorial Tower 

• Exeter Crescent 

• Glen Logie Rose Garden 

• Hammond Park 

• Handley Street Reserve 

• Hinau Street Reserve 

• Hussey Street Reserve 

• Hutton Park 

• Kakaho Estate Reserve 

• Kawakawa Street Reserve 

• Kotuku Street Reserve (CONSIDERED 

FOR SALE) 

• Lake Wiritoa Reserve 

• Liffiton Street/Carlton Avenue 

Reserve 

• Lorenzdale Park  

• Massey Street Reserve 

• Matai Street Reserve 

• Matarawa Stream Reserve (Gerse 

Street, Ikitara Road, Raine Street, 

White Street) 

• Maxwell Cenotaph 

• Montgomery Reserve (CONSIDERED 

FOR SALE) 
• Mosston Park – Part (Titoki Street) 

• Mowhanau Beachfront  

• Moutoa Gardens 

• Nichol Place Reserve 

• Otamatea Reserve 

• Polson Park  

• Richmond Park 

• Ridgway Park 

• Riding for the Disabled 

• Riverlands Reserve (CONSIDERED FOR 

SALE) 
• Rogers Street Reserve 

• Rotokawau Reserve 

• Spurdle Street Reserve 

• St Georges Gate Reserve 

• Tawa Street Reserve (CONSIDERED 

FOR SALE) 
• Turere Place Reserve and Tennis 

Courts 

• Webb Road Park 

• Wembley Place Reserve 

• William Birch Park 
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Conservation parks 
Covers the majority of land previously 

classified as either ‘wilderness’ or 

‘conservation’ and primarily serve to 

protect and enhance natural resources. 

An active focus on environmental 

protection is maintained, often in 

conjunction with the preservation of 

rugged or indigenous landscapes for the 

purpose of exploration, active leisure 

pursuits or passive ecological value.    

 

• AH Collins Park 

• Alexa Place 

• Airport Reserve 

• Balgownie Greenbelt (Elm Street, 

Puriri Street, Harper Street, Bignell 

Street) 

• Brunswick Reserve 

• Burnet Terrace Reserve 

• Dickson Crescent Reserve 

• Eastway/Westway Reserve 

• Ford Reserve 

• Gilfillan Reserve 

• Gordon’s Bush (DoC) 

• Handley Road Accommodation 

Paddock 

• Handley Road Reserve 

• Hillside Terrace Reserve 

• Hipango Park 

• Hogg Park 

• Hylton Park 

• Hylton Pit Reserve 

• Kai Iwi Recreation Reserve 

• Kaitoke Lake Esplanade Reserve 

• Kauarapaoa Stream Reserve   

• Kokohuia Wetlands 

• Landguard Domain 

• Longacre Reserve - Mowhanau 

• Mosquito Point 

• Mosston Park – Part (CONSIDERED 

FOR SALE) 
• Mosston Park – Part (CONSIDERED 

FOR SALE) 
• Mosston Park – Part 

• Mowhanau Camp and Reserve 

• Ototoka Beach 

• Papaiti Metal Pit Reserve 

• Parihauhau Road Esplanade  

• Parkdale Drive Reserve  

• Peat Street Zig Zag and Reserve 

• Plimmer Reserve  

• Purua Stream Walkway 

• Putiki Road Esplanade Reserves  

• Rimu Street Reserves 

• Riverbank Reserve (Tutahiheka 

Stream Outfall) 

• Rowan Reserve  

• Sandy Hook  

• South Spit Reserve 

• Taylors Cave 

• Te Opearourou  

• Tennison Oaks Reserve 

• Thomas Dix Park 

• Thomas Waight Reserve 

• Turoa Pit Reserve 
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• Maiika Park 

• Makirikiri Valley Road Esplanade 

Reserve  

• Matai Street Recreation Reserve 

(Mowhanau) 

• Matipo Park 

• Moana Parade Recreation Reserve 

• Upokongaro Riverbank Reserve  

• Waikupa Reserve 

• Waitahinga Waterworks and Reserve 

• Waitotara Recreation Reserve 

• Westmere Lake  

• Wickham Memorial Reserve  

 
Purpose 
The primary purposes of the aforementioned categories include: 

• For passive, active, formal and informal recreational activity. 

• For educational, scientific or research activity at selected sites. 

• As linkages for movement between parks space, community facilities and 

development nodes. 

• As corridors for ecological protection. 
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Strategies and action plan  
 

Strategic goal 1: The appropriate acquisition, retention, development, 
use and disposal of parks and open space. 
   
Summary 
A thorough appraisal of Wanganui’s current parks situation, including its necessary 

interrelationship to both present and forecasted demographic and recreation trends was 

highlighted by the Parks and Reserves Provision Analysis. In general this process identified a 

number of areas in need of refocus or improvement. A re-evaluation of Wanganui’s parks and 

reserves requirements in light of shifting demographic and residential patterns was 

particularly noted. A synopsis of the relevant principles driving ‘strategic goal 1’ are detailed 

below: 

• Demographic projections have revealed that Wanganui will face an aging, static or 

slowly declining population with differing housing and recreational needs. Of related 

consequence is the assumption that continued aging will encourage a shift from rural 

lifestyle properties to more comprehensively developed, newer suburban 

neighbourhoods. These gains are likely to be principally felt and encouraged in the 

Mosston and Springvale areas in alignment with the principles of Council’s draft 

Growth Strategy. 

• A new take on recreation needs will accompany these changes. For example, it is 

expected that older populations will require parks and open space for differing 

reasons, possibly for amenity value or breathing space as opposed to a place for 

active play. 

• Analysis of Wanganui’s current parks and open space situation has revealed that 

suburban areas enjoy inconsistent levels of park provision due to historic activities 

and differing development trends. As a result, future planning will require a more 

systematic approach, cognisant of existing provision and demographic trends as well 

as how and where additional park land can be linked as development grows.   

• Analysis has also revealed that other open space options exist, that many parks 

areas are simply unequipped to provide value to local communities beyond ‘green 

space’ and that we are not meeting previously intended goals of proximity, size and 

location. Such an occurrence typifies the general parks situation and reflects a 

discrepancy between quality and quantity of parks provision. 

 
Desired outcomes  

• Acquisition of new land will occur as demonstrated need arises. For example, in line 

with Council’s Development Contributions Policy, following the disposal of other land, 

in response to population growth or in accordance with statutory requirements. 
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• The acquisition and disposal of parks and open space will aim to aid the achievement 

of an accessible, functional and evenly distributed parks network and will take regard 

of population characteristics, the nature and volume of local recreational activity and 

general community need.   

• A reduction in surplus or underperforming land will be undertaken in an effort to 

provide quality as opposed to quantity of parks supply.   

• Where divestment of parks land is undertaken, a subsequent reinvestment into other 

community infrastructure will be considered. ‘Community infrastructure’ is a 

comprehensive definition and includes those facilities such as parks, libraries, halls 

and recreation centres that help establish a city’s look and feel and provide 

community amenity.  

• Management plans will be developed and implemented as appropriate. 

• Divestment decisions will be considered as part of a wider Council planning 

framework. As a result, all Council activity areas will be given the opportunity to 

assess future operational uses prior to any recommendation to divest.  

 

Indicators of success 

• Appropriate adherence to statutory requirements including community consultation. 

• Council will be cognisant of both community need and affordability. The acquisition 

and disposal of land will be appropriately informed and balanced by these issues.  

• While past acquisitions may have included the inheritance or purchase of parcels of 

land with limited use and ongoing maintenance costs, future acquisitions will be the 

right land, in the right place for the right purpose.  

• Parks and reserves grounds and associated facilities will meet or exceed the 

performance targets as specified in the 10-Year Plan 2006-2016. 

 

Note: for additional information on the divestment process see Appendix 1. 

Key actions 

1.1 Council will consider disposal of the following reserves: 

(See Appendix 1) 

• Birch Place Reserve 

• Flemington Road 

• Gonville Baths and Hall 

• Kotuku Street Reserve 

• Montgomery Reserve 

• Mosston Park – Part 1 

• Mosston Park – Part 2 

• Paterson Street 

• Raupo-Hinau Street Reserve 
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• Riverlands Reserve 

• Seafront Reserve  

• Tawa Street Reserve 

• Windsor Park 

1.2 Divestment of any Council park or open space will adhere to the following:  

• A thorough title search must be conducted to determine how the land was acquired 

and if divestment is permitted.  

• Final decisions on the divestment of any major asset can only proceed once there has 

been community consultation on the matter. Community consultation will include 

discussions with tangata whenua as appropriate.  

1.3 Divestment of parks land to consider subsequent reinvestment into other community 

infrastructure as appropriate. 

1.4 Ongoing and appropriate identification of surplus parks and open space. For example, in 

line with the recommendations of the Parks and Reserves Provision Analysis, Parks and Open 

Spaces Strategy or Growth Strategy, following consideration of community need and use, 

upon balancing of maintenance costs, with appropriate adherence to legislative requirements 

and with regard to the need for replacement vs. removal.  

1.5 Acquisition of new land as required and in accordance with appropriate process. For 

example, in line with the recommendations of the Parks and Reserves Provision Analysis, 

Parks and Open Spaces Strategy or Growth Strategy, following population changes, as a 

result of Council’s Development Contributions Policy, following consideration of community 

need and use and with appropriate adherence to legislative requirements (for example, the 

Reserves Act 1977). 

1.6 Acquisition of new land to consider and take heed of key issues, including location, size, 

capacity, services, access, land use and land capability.   

1.7 Management plans will be developed and implemented as appropriate.  

1.8 All Council activity areas will be given the opportunity to assess future operational uses 

prior to any recommendation to divest.   

1.9 All necessary legal provisions will be complied with, for example those related to the 

provisions of the Reserves Act (1977). 
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Strategic goal 2: The use of appropriate signage to celebrate, direct and 
narrate significant park and open space sites.  
 
Summary 
The use of signage to pinpoint, narrate and more clearly define the individual characteristics 

of significant parks and open spaces has potential to influence community ownership, impart 

historical knowledge and more clearly illustrate tourist sites. A synopsis of the relevant 

principles driving ‘strategic goal 2’ are detailed below: 

• Increased focus on tourism potential and resultant economic benefit was clearly 

articulated during the parks workshop process. This recognises that access to, and 

use of parks and open space would be aided by active promotion. 

• Wanganui has a rich culture and heritage with intrinsic links to the Whanganui River. 

The riverfront development project and additional walkway sites throughout the city 

provide ideal opportunity for narrative signage to relay the Wanganui story from past 

to present.  

 

Desired outcomes  

• The riverfront development provides historical, environmental and narrative signage 

as appropriate. 

• Additional premier walkways throughout the city are clearly signposted with the 

provision of historical, environmental and narrative signage as appropriate (see 

‘strategic goal 3’).   

• General parks signage is provided throughout the city, as appropriate, as a 

directional, informative, promotional and community focused resource. 

• Safety signage is erected as play areas are refurbished to encourage the 

identification of safety issues, for example accidents, injuries, broken or vandalised 

equipment. 

 
Indicators of success 

• All signage, including narrative, directional and safety focused, provides consistent 

branding and is appropriate, accurate and utilised for its intended purpose.  

• The potential for signage to actively promote parks and open space to visitors is 

successfully achieved.  

• Walkways are seen as networks that support and outline Wanganui’s historical and 

environmental values.    

• There is increased community ownership and promotion through signage at passive 

and conservation parks.  

• Parks and reserves grounds and associated facilities will meet or exceed the 

performance targets as specified in the 10-Year Plan 2006-2016. 
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Key actions 

2.1 An analysis and stocktake of current signage is undertaken.   

2.2 Signage guidelines are developed.  

2.3 Signage is installed as appropriate along premier walkways to tell the ‘Wanganui 

story’ in either an historical, environmental or development sense. 

2.4 Safety signage is erected as play areas are refurbished. 

2.5 Signage is installed at other passive parks, walkways and conservation parks as 

appropriate.  

 

Strategic goal 3: Connection of parks and communities through the 
development of a linear parks network.  
 
Summary 
Pathway parks have been identified as a modern approach to parks provision. This concept is 

championed for its potential to integrate disparate parks areas, make better use of our 

environment from the coast to the river, encourage increased physical activity, link to our 

cycleways and recognise ecological values. A synopsis of the relevant principles driving 

‘strategic goal 3’ are detailed below: 

• Pathway parks would essentially comprise a pathway network. 

• There is currently little connection within Wanganui’s park and open space network. 

It is anticipated that the creation of linkages between our existing parks, recreational 

areas and ecological sites will encourage increased use by both residents and 

visitors and will draw users into an entire parks environment. 

•  By improving access to these sites, opportunities for physical activity will be both 

eased and encouraged. This subsequently recognises public demand for trail-based 

activities such as walking, cycling and jogging. 

• Alignment to existing and potential cycleways is of particular interest as a result of 

cycling’s ability to act as a clean, cheap, efficient and healthy mode of transport. This 

is further related to issues of peak oil and encourages less reliance on cars as 

people are supported to make use of pathways to reach both central and rural 

locations.   

• Linear parks provide opportunities for greenbelts of nature, housing for native bird 

populations and protection for ecological corridors alongside natural watercourses. 

• By making best use of the landscape, existing and planned infrastructure can 

reinforce this proposal. A linear parks system is supported by plans outlined in the 

draft Growth Strategy to develop swales and other stormwater management devices 

in the northwest of the city to absorb water overflow while also acting as grassed 

linkages to the parks network. 
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Desired outcomes  

• Council develops and maintains a city-wide network of open space routes linked to 

passive, active and premier parks, cycleways, the Whanganui River and additional 

green space as appropriate.    

• Pathways are widened and suitably constructed to accommodate diverse users, e.g. 

mobility scooter, pram and wheelchair access.  

• Links to Council’s Cycling Strategy are encouraged.  

• Links to the Wanganui District Physical Activity Strategy are encouraged.  

• Premier pathway parks are acknowledged and developed where a higher standard of 

maintenance or level of use is identified. For example, the riverfront development as 

demonstrated by its links to Wanganui’s retail hub and cultural precinct. Potential for 

economic development and tourism interest through events promotion will also be 

undertaken in line with the objectives of Wanganui’s other premier parks (see 

‘strategic goal 4’).  

• Pathways are considered for inclusion both within and around parks in an effort to 

encourage increased physical activity and respond to the needs of differing parks 

users. 

• Environmental values are protected and natural biodiversity celebrated through the 

provision of ecological corridors.     

 

 

Figure 1 
Map on following page identifies possible connections between activity, commuter and visitor 

pathways.  

 



Activity pathways 

Visitor pathways 

Commuter 
pathways 



Indicators of success 

• Passive, active and premier parks, cycleways, the Whanganui River and additional 

green space are easily accessible. 

• Pathway parks appeal and respond to diverse needs, for example, young people, 

older adults, tourists, wheelchair and mobility scooter users. 

• Pathway parks are accessible to both urban and rural communities.  

• Pathway parks are well utilised.   

• Wanganui’s connectivity and potential for exploration is recognised as a key selling 

point in Wanganui’s promotion as a great place to live and visit.  

• Increased connectivity between the Whanganui River and Wanganui’s retail and 

cultural hubs is demonstrated. 

• Premier pathway parks are assisted to realise their economic and tourism potential, 

for example through the provision of brochures and factsheets.  

• Parks and reserves grounds and associated facilities will meet or exceed the 

performance targets as specified in the 10-Year Plan 2006-2016. 

 

Key actions 

3.1 Pathway parks are developed to meet the needs of diverse users. Mobility scooter, pram 

and wheelchair access will be provided where possible through the widening of paths and 

the use of appropriate construction material.  

3.2 The development of additional infrastructure in the northwest of the city, such as swale 

systems, will be used to facilitate the expansion of a linear pathway parks network.  

3.3 Environmental values will be protected through initiatives such as ecological corridors 

and greenbelts. 

3.4 Wanganui’s existing pathway network is extended. 

3.5 Improved connectivity between the Whanganui River, Central Business District and arts, 

culture and heritage sites is undertaken.  

3.6 Other pathway projects will be undertaken as necessary in an effort to aid connectivity to 

a linear pathway parks network.  

3.7 Promotion of Wanganui’s pathways will be undertaken, for example through brochures 

and factsheets. 

3.8 Pathway park circuits will link to cycleways as appropriate and remain cognisant of 

existing and potential cycleways as developments in pathway parks are undertaken.   

3.9 Pathways within parks will be considered to increase connectivity as well as 

opportunities for physical activity. For example in the creation of specific development plans 

such as those for Springvale Park and Kowhai Park. 

3.10 Undertake review of Council’s cycling strategy. 

3.11 Premier pathway parks will be identified where a higher standard of maintenance or 

level of use is demonstrated and will be promoted and outfitted in line with Council’s other 
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premier parks.  

3.12 A focus on the protection and enhancement of indigenous flora and fauna will be 

demonstrated.  

 

Strategic goal 4: A new and creative development focus at premier 
parks.  
 
Summary 
New and proactive measures that work to support, complement and extend the special 

qualities and latent potential of Wanganui’s premier parks should be encouraged. These 

parks are recognised as Wanganui icons, already attract significant tourist interest, are a 

destination in themselves and provide excellent opportunities for economic development. A 

synopsis of the relevant principles driving ‘strategic goal 4’ are detailed below: 

• Premier parks are so named because their role and significance extends beyond the 

park itself. These parks include Kowhai Park, Virginia Lake, Bason Botanic Gardens, 

Majestic Square, Queens Park and Castlecliff Coastal Reserve.  

• Opportunities for alignment with the tourism and economic development sectors exist, 

where non-traditional, non-parks solutions can be found for future operation issues 

and funding streams. 

• Premier parks require a premier response. This suggests that future development 

and investment should be directed here and recognises that these parks are already 

part of an existing ‘brand’ for Wanganui.  

• Supplementary work on this existing base should include a focus on events to boost 

the appeal, promotion and use of these parks. Options include the development of 

new attractions and seasonal projects.   

• Creative approaches to meet the necessary financial costs brought about by higher 

levels of service should be encouraged. Potential for Council-led corporate gifting and 

bequeathment investment programmes should be investigated. 
 
Desired outcomes  

• Premier parks will receive additional focus through actions that support new, creative 

and economically beneficial approaches.  

• The promotion of premier parks as suitable entertainment venues for large-scale and 

ongoing events will be undertaken, including through Council’s website and tourism 

brochures etc.  

• The Strategy will align with the development plans of individual premier parks.  
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Indicators of success 

• Premier parks will be recognised by both locals and visitors to the city as ‘destination 

parks’. As a result, the facilities and amenities provided at these parks should both 

attract users and encourage longer stays, for example, through cafes, seating, 

pathways etc. However, where facilities are established they will necessarily meet the 

provisions of the Reserves Act (1977).   

• Events, entertainment and attractions will be staged at premier parks as appropriate.  

• Ongoing development will ensure that Wanganui’s premier parks retain their iconic 

status.   

• An increase in users or park bookings will be noted.  

• Wanganui will lead the way with respect to activities and facilities at its premier parks. 

• Parks and reserves grounds and associated facilities will meet or exceed the 

performance targets as specified in the 10-Year Plan 2006-2016. 

 

Key actions 

4.1 Individual development plans will be created for each premier park. These will be 

publicly available, detail ongoing improvement projects, incorporate strong visionary 

statements and provide at least 20 years direction. 

4.2 Economic development and tourism actions will be pursued and promoted with a 

particular focus on the staging of events to encourage both local and visitor use.  

4.3 Expenditure at premier parks will be supported to ensure the ongoing retention of their 

iconic and premier status. 

4.4 New approaches to funding streams will be investigated, for example, corporate gifting 

and bequeathment investment programmes.   

4.5 Parks use will be encouraged and extended through the appropriate provision of premier 

facilities and amenities. 

4.6 A list of premier park sites will be promoted, for example through the Wanganui District 

Council website and/or in brochures/factsheets. 

 
Strategic goal 5: Quality provision of passive parks. 
 
Summary 
Passive parks encompass both neighbourhood play areas and general green amenity space. 

A particular rethink of the position, provision and purpose of neighbourhood park land has 

identified a preference for quality of parks supply as opposed to quantity. This recognises that 

well placed, well equipped parks are better able to meet the needs of individual communities 

and are more likely to be utilised. A synopsis of the relevant principles driving ‘strategic goal 

5’ are detailed below: 



 21 
 

• A provision shift from quantity to quality is based on the theory that residents will be 

advantaged by better functioning parks and means that neighbourhood play areas will 

not necessarily be located within 500 metres of every residence if higher quality parks 

are available within reasonable proximity.  

• With the disposal of poorly functioning parks, public consultation will be undertaken 

and will encourage community ownership where appropriate. Potential land sales will 

balance maintenance costs with community use, value and purpose. 

• It is recognised that neighbourhood parks are not the sole provider of passive green 

space, that other outdoor options exist – including school playgrounds, sports 

grounds and even private backyards – and that many neighbourhood parks are 

currently unequipped to provide real value to local communities.    

• The position of passive parks is also important and should take regard of population 

characteristics so that larger communities or those housing young residents are 

provided with increased access to play equipment and open space.  

 
Desired outcomes  

• Passive parks will be equitably distributed according to need, population 

characteristics and usable value to ensure that the right land is provided in the right 

place for the right purpose. 

• Passive parks and open space will be used to cushion urban development by 

providing aesthetic and amenity value, for example, Ridgway Park.  

• A focus on quality provision instead of quantity of provision will be developed.   

• New play equipment will be installed in 2007/08 and 2010/11 to best reflect 

community need. 

• Links will be maintained to Council’s playground policy once it is completed.  

• Visual benefit will be sought from passive parks through general green space. 

• Creative approaches to parks management will be pursued to counter high 

maintenance costs and make best use of unsuitable land, for example, for the 

purpose of community ventures, aligned with schools, leased to trusts, co-managed 

or heavily planted to provide a feature or carbon sink. 

• Community consultation will encourage new discussions around what non-functioning 

land could be used for into the future. 
 
Indicators of success 

• Passive parks will be accessible, valued and well utilised by localised communities, 

particularly young users. 

• Passive parks will be available for a number of purposes and will appeal to 

demographically mixed communities, for example, users will be encouraged to walk, 

sit, play etc. 
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• Passive parks will provide opportunity for active play in line with the aims of the 

Wanganui District Physical Activity Strategy. 

• Facilities will not solely focus on play equipment and will also incorporate seats, trees, 

tables, planting, shade etc.  

• Public consultation will be effectively undertaken and community ownership will be 

assumed where possible, for example, through the development of community 

gardens. 

• Neighbourhood parks will house creative, challenging and desirable play areas and 

will provide quality play experiences to a variety of age groups.  

• Connections will be maintained to an overarching parks network where possible. 

• The standard maintained at passive parks will encourage community pride and 

resultant care for the facilities provided.   

• Parks and reserves grounds and associated facilities will meet or exceed the 

performance targets as specified in the 10-Year Plan 2006-2016. 

 

Key actions 

5.1 The disposal of poorly functioning passive parks will be undertaken following a process 

of public consultation. 

5.2 Reinvestment into better quality land will be undertaken as appropriate and in line with 

demonstrated need.  

5.3 Local communities will be encouraged to assume ownership of poorly functioning 

reserves, particularly those with high maintenance costs and little discernable benefit, for the 

purpose of developing community gardens etc.  

5.4 Passive parks or similarly useful open-space options will be provided within reasonable 

proximity and walking distance of residential communities. 

5.5 New play equipment will be installed in 2007/08 and 2010/11 to best meet community 

need. 

5.6 Creative approaches to parks management will be undertaken where appropriate to 

counter high maintenance costs and make best use of unsuitable land. 

5.7 A playground policy will be developed.  

5.8 Demographics and specific community needs/expectations will be ascertained prior to 

the renewal or development of playground equipment.  

5.9 Facilities and equipment will cater to and extend the range of ages/abilities that the park 

can cater for e.g. fitness circuits, pathways, exploration activities, infrastructure for amenity 

value etc.  

5.10 Land developers will incorporate public open space in line with the provisions of this 

Strategy and Council’s Development Contributions Policy, as key focal points within the 

design of subdivisions.  

5.11 With development both projected and encouraged to intensify within the central city, 
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northwest and Laird Park, particular consideration should be given to parks and open space 

improvements in these areas. 

5.12 Safety signage will be erected as play areas are refurbished (see ‘strategic goal 2’). 

5.13 A focus on the protection and enhancement of indigenous flora and fauna will be 

demonstrated. 

 

Strategic goal 6: Environmental preservation and active leisure 
opportunities at conservation parks.  
 
Summary 
The protection of our indigenous flora and fauna as well as general environmental values 

actively contributes to a clean, green parks network and can subsequently stem patterns of 

decreasing biodiversity. This goal seeks to derive demonstrable environmental benefit from 

conservation land while also supporting public use and accessibility. It is recognised that 

these actions will require ongoing support and long-term vision. A synopsis of the relevant 

principles driving ‘strategic goal 6’ are detailed below: 

• Preference for positive environmental practice emerged as a priority during the 

parks workshop process. This supports the recommendations of the Parks and 

Reserves Provision Analysis which noted potential for improvement within our 

conservation parks. 

• While a current lack of active usability at some conservation parks has been 

noted, it is also recognised that these areas may provide other uses such as bush 

or tree cover and scenic value. As a result, ways to increase positive uses such as 

these will be sought. 

• The importance of restoration practices to support urban ecosystems is identified 

by recent research from Waikato University1. This is promoted both as a means to 

maintain and enhance indigenous biodiversity, as well as to reconnect people to 

the environment.    

• The following map indicates a pattern of loss similar to that of the rest of the 

region, with effects particularly felt in areas of highest land production value and 

human settlement, i.e. Wanganui’s coastal land areas and lowlands.  

                                                     
1 Clarkson, B.D., Wehi, P.M. & Brabyn L.K. (2007). Bringing back nature into cities: urban land environments, 
indigenous cover and urban restoration.  
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Figure 2 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
Desired outcomes 

• Intrinsic links will be maintained to the ecological protection aims of a linear parks 

network (see ‘strategic goal ‘3). For example, environmental values to be protected 

and natural biodiversity celebrated through the provision of ecological corridors.     

•  Opportunities for active leisure and exploration will be provided in an effort to 

encourage access and usability, for example, through tracks, signage and pathways. 

• An active focus on the preservation of indigenous flora and fauna will be 

demonstrated. 

• Where conservation parks are inaccessible or acquiring high maintenance costs not 

commensurate with their public value, other options such as indigenous tree cover 

will be investigated. 

• The ongoing development of greenbelts of nature will be pursued. 

 

Indicators of success 

• Conservation parks will be connected to a linear parks network where possible.  

• Increased use will be witnessed through the provision of signage, tracks and trails as 

appropriate. Additional opportunities for active leisure, exploration and passive 

environmental value will also be investigated. 

• The encouragement of new activities and functions will remain true to the Strategy’s 

original intentions of conservation value.   

• Conservation parks will primarily serve to protect and preserve indigenous 

environments and will therefore demonstrate actual conservation value where 

possible. 

• Parks and reserves grounds and associated facilities will meet or exceed the 

performance targets as specified in the 10-Year Plan 2006-2016. 

51-90% of former 
indigenous 
vegetation cover 
remaining 

21-50% 

<20%
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Key actions 

6.1 Increased use and accessibility will be sought through the provision of signage and 

pathways as appropriate. 

6.2 Investigations into creative ways of increasing public use will be encouraged, such as 

promotion to mountain bikers. 

6.3 Investigations into the reduction of maintenance costs will be undertaken, including the 

disposal of surplus land or indigenous tree cover for underperforming land. 

6.4 Links to the linear parks network will be sought as appropriate and will support the 

conservation aims of our pathway parks and ecological corridors. 

6.5 A focus on the protection and enhancement of indigenous flora and fauna will be 

demonstrated. 

6.6 Further development of Wanganui’s greenbelt will be pursued. 

6.7 Consideration will be given to the engagement of the local community in pest and weed 

control and revegetation projects. 

 

Strategic goal 7: Creative approaches to the management, development 
and operation of the parks network. 
 
Summary 
A focus on quality parks with a ‘point of difference’ provides increased potential for an 

attractive, creative and well maintained parks network. New ways of doing old things also 

suggests greater opportunity for community collaboration and reflection of Wanganui’s artistic 

pulse. A synopsis of the relevant principles driving ‘strategic goal 7’ are detailed below: 

• The flexibility to respond to new trends in play and activity should be encouraged and 

can lead to more creative and less developed approaches to park layout, with a 

subsequent reduction in parks costs.  

• Aesthetic value can be improved by the display of art and sculpture and encourages 

collaboration with the local arts community.   

• Creative management can extend to the search for innovative approaches to 

maintenance costs and facility provision and may include partnerships with schools, 

businesses, community organisations, clubs and friends societies.   

• Interesting approaches to play and park use also align with the above and can 

promote facility provision at passive parks by external groups, for example through 

school holiday programmes.   
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Desired outcomes  

• Parks will be flexibly managed and responsive to the needs of individual 

communities, for example by reflecting trends in recreational activity such as 

mountain biking and the provision of undeveloped trailways.  

• More creative approaches to parks management will also include new ways of 

utilising existing land, particularly at conservation parks. 

• School involvement in the co-development and management of park land will be 

investigated, with a particular focus on conservation areas. This could involve an 

‘adopt-a-park’ approach which would see every school aligned with its own park or 

open space site. 

• Non-parks solutions to funding streams and rising maintenance costs will include the 

pursuit of sponsorship agreements and partnerships with external organisations 

including the Department of Conservation and other government departments. 

Alternatively, land may be returned to the Crown where appropriate. 

• Additional regional council input along the Whanganui River bank will be investigated. 

To date this has included funding for riverbank enhancement and flood protection 

works. 

• Creative partnerships will also encourage local communities and community 

organisations to take ownership of parks by developing fun and safe approaches to 

play and leisure in line with the objectives of ‘strategic goal 5’. 

• Culture, art, sculpture and local history will be incorporated into both playscapes and 

parks areas to provide interesting, informative and locally flavoured outdoor 

experiences. Collaboration between local residents, tangata whenua, Council and the 

arts community will be encouraged.    

 
Indicators of success 

• Parks will be both flexible and responsive to the needs of local communities. 

• Culture, art, sculpture and local history will be incorporated into Wanganui’s 

parkscapes in creative ways.  

• Creative approaches to funding will be investigated. 

• Partnerships will be pursued with residential, school and business communities. 

• Effective collaboration with the community will be achieved to encourage public 

ownership and management where appropriate.  

• Parks and reserves grounds and associated facilities will meet or exceed the 

performance targets as specified in the 10-Year Plan 2006-2016. 

 

Key actions 

7.1 Art and sculpture will be provided as appropriate, for example, along the riverbank 

walkway. 
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7.2 Investigations into new ways of adapting existing parks land for better use will be 

undertaken including a focus on less structured adventure leisure activities, such as 

mountain biking tracks.   

7.3 Collaboration with external groups will be undertaken with regard to funding streams, 

facility provision and parks management. 

7.4 Collaboration with the regional council will be undertaken. 

 

Strategic goal 8: The provision of a safe parks network. 
 
Summary 
Issues of public safety are of paramount importance and include factors such as lighting, 

appropriate frontage, location, access, parks infrastructure and facilities. Parks should be 

welcoming places where people are able to enjoy themselves, perceive a sense of community 

and feel safe. A synopsis of the relevant principles driving ‘strategic goal 8’ are detailed 

below: 

• A safe parks network equates to well utilised, appropriate and encouraging 

parkscapes.  

• In order to achieve these aims both new and existing parks land must be cognisant of 

environmental safety design practices.    

• Safe parks align to Council’s existing policy and practice, including the Community 

Outcome ‘a safe and healthy community’, alignment to ‘Crime Prevention Through 

Environmental Design (CPTED) principles and membership of the Safer Community 

Advisory Group.   

 
Desired outcomes  

• Adherence to CPTED principles will be sought as appropriate, for example, a focus 

on visibility, street lighting, signage, pedestrian linkages and sightlines. 

• Parks facilities will be comprehensively inspected for safety on an annual basis and 

new equipment will comply with all appropriate New Zealand Standards and ACC 

guidelines.  

• Parks access will consider and safely respond to the needs of multiple users 

including children, teenagers, cyclists, disabled users and the elderly.   

• Where new land is acquired this will ensure safe access points away from heavy 

traffic routes or near pedestrian crossings. 

• Open frontages with a view from the road and unobstructed by high fences will be 

developed to ensure that parks are highly visible and easily lit via street lights.  

• Lighting will be provided where possible as a safety mechanism and to encourage 

increased use.  

• Pathway parks will demonstrate a particular focus on the maintenance of open and 

well lit pathways and will be unrestricted by high fences. 
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• Safe opportunities for children to ride bicycles off public roads and footpaths will be 

provided at selected locations as outlined in the objectives for ‘strategic goal 3’.   

• Instances of graffiti will be removed within 48 hours, in line with Council’s standard 

maintenance practices. 

• Dogs will be prohibited at selected parks and open space sites. 
 
Indicators of success 

• New play equipment will meet all appropriate New Zealand Standards and ACC 

guidelines. 

• The parks network will be clean, safe, well utilised and easily accessible.   

• Safety measures as recommended by CPTED will be widely implemented. 

• Vandalism and graffiti will be discouraged. 

• Parks and reserves grounds and associated facilities will meet or exceed the 

performance targets as specified in the 10-Year Plan 2006-2016. 

 

Key actions 

8.1 The Graffiti Action Group will work towards a reduction in graffiti. 

8.2 CPTED principles will be incorporated into new and existing parks development. 

8.3 Safe and/or open frontages will be provided as appropriate. 

8.4 New and existing parks will be positioned in suitable locations to enable easy access. 

8.5 Adequate lighting will be provided for safety and illumination as appropriate.  

8.6 Safe opportunities for play will be provided, including the provision of cycle tracks as an 

alternative to public roads and footpaths.   

8.7 Dog restrictions will be applied in line with existing Council bylaws. 

8.8 Parks maintenance will continue to meet contract standards. 

8.9 Pathways within the park and reserve network will be inspected for safety on a monthly 

basis. 

8.10 New play equipment will meet all appropriate New Zealand Standards and ACC 

guidelines. 

 
Strategic goal 9: The provision of quality parks facilities in line with the 
objectives of the Parks and Open Spaces Strategy. 
 
Summary 
While Council already provides quality facilities across its parks network, investigations into 

new infrastructure will be necessary as continued development and ongoing shifts in park 

need are demonstrated. A synopsis of the relevant principles driving ‘strategic goal 9’ are 

detailed below: 
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• Parks facilities contribute to an overall parks experience and should accurately reflect 

the community and parks environment for which they serve. 

• Flexible approaches to parks operation and management will mean that new facilities 

are able to be installed and identified as required.   

 
Desired outcomes  

• With increased focus on the tourism and economic development potential of premier 

parks and pathway parks, necessary infrastructure will be identified as required. 

Ongoing assurance of premier facilities will be maintained in line with the objectives 

of ‘strategic goal 4’. 

• New toilets will be installed as appropriate.  

• New play equipment will be provided at passive parks in 2007/08 and 2010/11 to best 

meet community need in line with the objectives of ‘strategic goal 5’. 

• Litter bins will be provided in accordance with Council’s litter strategy. 

• Bicycle racks will be provided to encourage increased cycle activity and to 

complement the objectives of ‘strategic goal 3’.  
 
Indicators of success 

• Safe and quality parks facilities will be provided and will contribute to positive parks 

experiences. 

• The parks network will be well utilised. 

• Parks will provide sufficient opportunities for play and passive recreation.  

• Parkscapes will be visually appealing.  

• Parks and reserves grounds and associated facilities will meet or exceed the 

performance targets as specified in the 10-Year Plan 2006-2016. 

 

Key actions 

9.1 Toilets will be provided as demonstrated need requires. 

9.2 Bicycle racks will be installed in areas of most need. 

9.3 A litter strategy will be adopted. 
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The way forward 
The delivery of this Strategy requires active commitment and a general focus on ‘doing things 

better’. This recognises that a well utilised, well positioned, safe and attractive parks and open 

space network that is best able to meet today’s and expected community need is the ultimate 

aim and will be of ongoing benefit for future generations.  

 

Public consultation on this Strategy was undertaken to confirm these community preferred 

actions and establish mutually beneficial working partnerships. As a result, an increase in 

use, accessibility and community value is envisaged as a direct result of this Strategy and will 

be supported to become expected practice.  

 

In addition, as the nine strategic goals and associated actions driving this Strategy overlap, 

complement, inform each other and synergise they will subsequently ensure that Council 

does in fact provide the right parks land in the right place for the right purpose both now and 

into the future. 

 

Next steps 
It is important to recognise that the development of a strategy is only the initiator of a series of 

related actions which must be enacted to ensure success. These include, but are not limited 

to the following: 

 Draft strategy approved by Council for public consultation.  

 Process of engaging the community in the development of a final Parks and Open 

Spaces Strategy.  

 Refinement of strategy in line with the public consultation process. 

 Adoption of Parks and Open Spaces Strategy by the Council. 

 Implementation plan and action schedule developed to guide completion of 

strategic goals, including consideration of relevant financial implications. 

 Development of supporting policy as required, for example, a playground policy. 

 Completion and review of Development Plans (for premier parks), Reserve 

Management Plans and Asset Management Plans as necessary. 

 Ongoing work by Council staff in alignment with the Parks and Open Spaces 

Strategy, associated strategies and policy etc.  
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Appendix 1: Information on potential sales 
 

Council is considering divestment of the following reserves: 

• Birch Place Reserve (9 Birch Place) 

• Flemington Road (3 Flemington Road) 

• Gonville Baths and Hall (39-43 Tawa Street) 

• Kotuku Street Reserve (3 Kotuku Street) 

• Montgomery Reserve (cnr SH3 and Montgomery Road) 

• Mosston Park – Part 1 (78 Mosston Road) 

• Mosston Park – Part 2 (78a Mosston Road) 

• Paterson Street (180a Paterson Street, northeast of Hylton Park) 

• Raupo-Hinau Street Reserve (cnr Raupo and 48 Hinau Street) 

• Riverlands Reserve (357 Somme Parade) 

• Seafront Reserve (68-72 Seafront Road) 

• Tawa Street Reserve (25 Tawa Street) 

• Windsor Park (Windsor Terrace, adjacent to Durie Hill Bowling Club) 

 
These decisions can not be made in isolation and Council is committed to ensuring a balance 

of public input, realistic usability, cost effectiveness and community collaboration in order to 

make the best decisions for this community.  

 

Parks rating system 
Prior to the development of the Parks and Open Spaces Strategy, a Parks and Reserves 

Provision Analysis was undertaken. This was an holistic overview of Wanganui’s current 

parks situation and detailed a number of relevant implications arising from Council’s growth 

strategy proposals, current demographic information and projected population trends. A parks 

rating system was also devised. This assessed each park or open space against its ability to 

meet minimum standards for facilities, assets, usability (particularly in relation to its target 

population) and general condition. Each category was classified as either PASS ( ), FAIL ( ) 
or IN PART (½) with these ratings used to generate a total score out of six. In order to ‘pass’, 

the following must be satisfied: 

 

Facilities – these provide significant active recreational opportunities, for example 

playgrounds. 

Assets – provision of quality parks infrastructure, for example, lighting, seating and tables. 

Usability – well meets the needs of its local community, for example, it is easily accessible 

and has flat open spaces. 

Condition – the general condition of the reserve is good or very good.  
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Purpose – the reserve serves its function as specified by its parks classification. This 

recognises that the demands placed on particular parks will surpass those of others, for 

example road reserves cannot be compared to playgrounds. 

Proximity – the reserve is close to residential properties and, as such, is likely to encourage 

consistent use.   
 

It is important to note that the parks rating system should not be seen as the only determinant 

of a park’s value. Furthermore, the assessment criteria that each park is rated against will 

carry different weightings for example, while a park may score a point for proximity to 

residential properties, it may lose important points for lack of appropriate development or 

usability. Therefore, it may be more important to look at where a park has scored or lost 

points, rather than focusing solely on its overall tally.     

 

Council’s rationale for considering disposal of the aforementioned categories is detailed 

below: 

Reserve Size 
(m²) 

Facilities Assets Usability Condition Purpose Proximity Total 

Birch Place 
Reserve 

4,408       1 

Kotuku 
Street 
Reserve 

1,123      ½  ½  

Montgomery 
Reserve 

19,968   ½  ½    3 

Mosston 
Park – Part 
1 

25,267   ½  ½   ½  2.5 

Mosston 
Park – Part 
2 

4,750   ½  ½   ½  2.5 

Raupo-
Hinau Street 
Reserve 

437   ½  ½  ½   2.5 

Riverlands 
Reserve 

1,475   ½   ½   3 

Tawa Street 
Reserve 

2,461   ½  ½  ½   2.5 

Note: not all reserves considered for divestment have been scored according to the parks rating 

system. This is because only those parks fulfilling specific neighbourhood park or open space roles have 

been assessed in this way. However, a more detailed rationale for the sale of each property identified 

for potential divestment is provided below. It is important to recognise that any intention to divest will be 

informed by a number of criteria. This is highlighted by the ‘checklist’ on page 35.  

 

Birch Place Reserve – 
This is an undeveloped reserve area that fails to meet its neighbourhood/passive park 

function. Access to Churton School from Birch Place is likely to be considered.  
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Flemington Road – 
This land is currently used for grazing. Following a meeting with local residents, the potential 

to rezone this land as residential was supported.  

 

Gonville Baths and Hall –  
This space appears to provide little discernable benefit. The swimming baths are leaking and 

are no longer viable, while the adjoining hall has been identified as unsafe. Park facilities are 

provided at Gonville School, Lorenzdale Park and Handley Street.   

 

Kotuku Street Reserve –  
This land is located at the rear of residential properties and is reached by a fenced alleyway. 

The space does not meet the purpose, accessibility and location criteria of the Parks and 

Open Spaces Strategy and consideration for divestment recognises that the Castlecliff area is 

particularly well served by neighbourhood reserves and open space.  

  

Montgomery Reserve – 
This reserve is currently used for grazing purposes and provides no public facilities or park 

land use. It is intended to mitigate the potential effects of sightline reduction by imposing 

development restrictions and implementing design features such as terracing. It is also 

Council’s intention to retain a strip of land along Great North Road to maintain some visual 

amenity. 

 

Mosston Park – Part 1 and Part 2 
Currently used as grazing pastureland and provides little in the way of public benefit or 

usability. This space is being considered through Council’s Growth Strategy with its eventual 

development potential to be balanced by maintenance of the wetlands as part of a 

beautification proposal.  

 

Paterson Street –  
This land comprises sloping, grazing pasture land. There is little active benefit for nearby 

residents as this space is currently unsuitable for recreation purposes. Furthermore, it 

provides little in the way of visual amenity. Te Mana Park is located nearby and provides 

extensive open space to meet local need.  

 
Raupo-Hinau Street Reserve – 
Comprises a very small land segment, similar to a road reserve. This land is non-functioning 

and provides no public facilities or active usability.  
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Riverlands Reserve –  
Grassed section with specimen trees, including one protected by the District Plan. While it is 

generally well maintained there are no facilities provided which limits its active usability.  

 

Seafront Reserve –  
The Castlecliff Coastal Reserve provides extensive open space area for local residents, while 

Matai Street also provides a less developed park area. Any plan for divestment is likely to 

allow for access to the Coastal Reserve. Development restrictions will also be imposed to 

maintain visual amenity.   

 
Tawa Street Reserve –  
Tawa Street Reserve does not meet the generally expected standards of a 

neighbourhood/passive park. Although this area is well maintained it is undeveloped and 

provides little in the way of local amenity. Residents serviced by this park are in proximity to 

Gonville School, Lorenzdale Park and Handley Street Reserve. 

 

Windsor Park –  
It is intended to retain the playground element of this site as well as the adjoining bowling 

club. This recommendation has been reinforced by discussions with local users who praise 

the good visibility of the playground from neighbouring properties in comparison to other play 

areas on Durie Hill.     

 

Parks and Reserves Provision Analysis 
The Parks and Reserves Provision Analysis was prepared in 2006 as a precursor to the 

Parks and Open Spaces Strategy.  

 

It was charged with detailing current park and reserve stock, potential need for additional 

reserve land, instances of surplus provision and relevant demographic information. 

 

Although the Parks and Reserves Provision Analysis was only one of a number of elements 

that contributed to the development of the Parks and Open Spaces Strategy and while some 

of the actions and considerations contained in this document have shifted since 2006, its 

usefulness as a companion document to the Parks and Open Spaces Strategy remains 

unchanged.  

 

Copies of this analysis can be obtained from either the Council website 

www.wanganui.govt.nz or from the Customer Service desk. 
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Checklist 
Any plan to dispose of Council park land will be subject to the following checklist: 

 Decision reflects the general principles of the Parks and Open Spaces 

Strategy 

 Decision reflects the information/recommendations contained in the Parks and 

Reserves Provision Analysis 

 Decision reflects the information/recommendations contained in the Council’s 

Growth Strategy (once adopted) 

 Decision reflects both current and projected population trends and is cognisant 

of the community in which the park is intended to serve 

 Decision considers the ‘total picture’ and takes regard of the need for 

replacement vs. removal  

 Use of the parks rating system (including appropriate consideration of the 

value of scored/lost points)  

 Intention to sell informed by actual community need/use as well as 

affordability/maintenance costs (for example, is the park surplus or 

underperforming?) 

 All Council activity areas will be given the opportunity to assess future 

operational uses prior to any recommendation to divest 

 All legislative requirements will be complied with, for example the provisions of 

the Reserves Act (1977) 

 A thorough title search will be conducted to determine how the land was 

acquired and if divestment is permitted 

 Public notification of intention to sell 

 

 Consultation process completed with relevant community stakeholders/local 

residents 
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Appendix 2 

Map: Current parks and other open space options 

 
Note: while the block of land immediately adjacent to the North Mole is zoned ‘reserve’ it is not legally gazetted ‘reserve’ under the Reserves Act.   


