THE HOLIDAY.

Opening of the New Cook's Gardens
Track.

_— e ——

Ceremony Performed by the Hon.
Colonial Secretary.

—— .t

Wanganui A.A, and C. Club’s Sports.

A wrotcted night amd a woree than
threatening morning formed a bad pre-

lude to the big sports meeting arranged

—

by the Wanganui Amateur Athlstic and
Cycling Ulub to celebraty the opening of
tke recent!y flnished spirts gronnd and
cycling track in Cook’s Gardene. 8o bad
indoed was the night, and so heavy the
down-pour, that the officers of tha Club
had reluctently to decide that all running
and athletic events could not be got off,
the ruanning track being very sloppy.
Howsvar, in order not to dizappoint the
larga number of the public, who werse
looking forward tu good day's spors, or
ths visiting eyelists who had coms such
dirlances to take part, it was redolved that
the most at'ractive eloment of the meet-
ing —=tha wheel events—should be duly
ponn cn with. The day’'s proceedings
opensd with a

Luncheon.

8% the Mesropolitan Hotel, where Host
Rrenvan had prov:ded w capital apread,
The chair was ocenpied by His Worship
the Mayor (Mr J. L. Sievenson), who was
supported oa the right hand by tho Hon
James Carroll (Colonial Secretary and
Miniaster for Native Affairs), and on his
1sft by the membar for tha dist.ict (e
Giibert Carson), and Mr F, Pirani, M.H.R
for Palmevston WNorth, Awmonp those
present were Mir A, Higgio (Chairman of
the Wanganui Counly Council), Mr A. J,
Parsons  (Chairman of the Hospital
Beprd Mr T, Stewart ( e rman of
the River Trust Board), ¢ 'ouncidors I3, N.'
Lifficon, T\ D. umming, E, Perritt, G, W,
olling, and P. Bell; Major Sommerville
Mr A. D. Thomson (President of the
Roghy TUaion), M- J. G, McNaught
(Cheirman of the Board of Control of
Uook’s Gardens), sand members of othsr
lricﬂ.l bodies and of the Board ef Control,
eld, "

_After justice had besn done to the good
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things provided, a shoit toast list wae
stiarved and the usnal loyal tonst was
heartily bonoured,

Mr Stevenson then proposed the health
of the Hon Mr Currell, which was drunk
with musical honours.

Tha Minister, in reply, thanked Shose
present for the hearby manner in which
the toast had been reciived. After a fow
happy remarks of a persocal nature, M
Carroll want on teo rafar to the ereditable
public spiritednoss shown by the paogle
of Wangauui. Hs was, he enid, hero but
a short t'me ago for the opeminpg of the
fine new ho:pital; he was hers now tc
opsn a new athletie pavk ; whils they had
other things in existencs, of which Wau.
ganui reaiderts should fael proud, Thas
thinge plainly showed that thase who had
control of local affairs wera men of a high
publiz epirit, who would not forfeit s
cingle oceasion where they could facilitate
thu comfort, amusemant and reroation ol
tho communify. Ho only wizhed that ir
a corresponding ratio their exampls could
be fellowed in the larger field. Mr Car
roll concluded by proposing “ success tc
the new athletic ground” coupled with
the saccess of the Mayor, Mr Empaon an¢
Mr MeNaucsht,

Mr Stevenson having briefly returnac
thanke, .

Me Ewmpson followed, and epoke a
some laogth ag to what had besn accom
plizhed in connaction with the ground
paying an espscial tributa to the ven
valuable assistance so fraely given b,
Mr Nobls Beasloy, Ia tha course of hii
ramurks Mr Bmpson expreszed ropreba
the undues preponderance which bieyeling
had obtained over the old ronning racos
and said that, from present appesrances
A good mile runnicg wou'd in a fow year
bz as rare a thiog as was a spring da)
in Wenganui withuat wind or rain.

Mr McNanght, after expressivg regra
that unfavonrable weathor shonld ma
the ongagemant of the pablic, Mv Carral
and the viciting cyclistr, and cther com
psbiters who had come from all parts o
the colony, briefly referred to the up-hil
work £xparienced by the Board of Contro
wnd to the ws:istaucs that had kesn e
ganerously given Ly the publie, th
ladies, Mr Banalay, and cther soecia
halpara, Mr MceNaught concluded by
stating that they were highly grat fiec
to know that their labour had not heer
lo:t, and by returning thanks on bohal

of thea mambers of the Board of Control.
Ms Pirari haartilo fainad in £ha aan
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gratulations, end said that when the ida
was ficat moctad he, with othere, hac
vistt:d the spof, and had looked upan th
proposed work as almost impossiblo
Howevar, the work had besn accomrp
lished, and tha resuit was highly cradit
able to all concerned, He jained wit)
dir Empson in regretting the declina o
tha old styla of athletic event: but hi
nevarthelass looked wpm cyeling as
manly sport. e was the winner of 'tk
firat amatzur athletic race ever ran i1

'} Wanganvi—a matter of twenty yoarn

ago—and he knew that the peopls then
a8 they did now, recogzuized and en
couragad menly sport. Mr Pirani con
ctuded by wighing the groand every suc
eesr, acd expres:ed a hope that thos
who had to do with the Bizrd of Contro
would make it so,

Mr Corson followed, and ia a far
happy romarks addad his congratulation
to those already given.

After the lunchasn an  adjmenmont
was ab on:o made to the grounds, wher
evarything was in readineas for the

Official Ceremony.

Shortly after 12.80 the “Min's'er an¢
parfy drove up to the St Hill Stroct en
trance, where they wera met by (he
officers of the Board of Control and con
ducted to n specially improviesd platfony
in the sports enclosmre, the Garrisor
Band, under Bandmastsr Richardson
meanwhile playingg an appropriato selsc-
tion. '

From this platform the Hon Mr v farroll
who wag iniroduced by tho Mayor, ad.
dressed the large crowd which bad alruady
ntgembled,

Mr Carroll snid he was very pleased &1
be afforded an opportuniiy of saying a
few werds with roferance to the magpi.
ficent ground they weie about to cpon,
und of thanking them for the honour they
had done him in mviting bim to parform
the opening ceremony. Before ha pro-
cseded, howaever, he wiched & apologize
for the abssaco of the Hon Lhe Promisr,
and to read to them a felegrsmm he had
just then received from Mr Seddon, in
which he ewid he should have preferrad
being with them to being tied to the
drudgery of eeesional business, Howover,
it was duty first and plsasure afterwards,
sod he therafore arked Mr Carroll o
convey to them his (Mr Seddon’s) best
wishes. Continuiag, Mr Carroll, after a
fow further remarkes, read thie followino



extract from a commanication recaived
by him, as showing concisely the histery
of the ground : —

Some eighteen months ago the moewbers
of the Wanganui Amateur Athletic and
Cycling Cinb decided to lay dowa g
thoroughly up-to-date ruaning®track and
banked cycling track on Cooks Gardens,
permission heiog givens by the local
Borough Council to do so, The membears
of the Clnb then decided to raize s por-
bion of the monsey requirad by a monstar |
Baz.ar and!Art Union, and with that ob- |
jeet, decided to.ask the co-opiration and
assistance of the local Rugby Union and
United Cricket Club. These bodies callied
% meeting of the ladies of Wanganui to
discuss the arrangements and ask their
valnable assistance towards providing
funds for an athletic grouad in Cook’s
Gardens, laid out in such a manper that
all field pames could be indulged in. S,
well and heartily did the ladies of Wan-
ganui take upithe idea and set e work,
thaet within fouc months the bazanr was
an accomplishea fact and a glorious sue-
cess, bo the amount of L£2RT7 nett, thanks
in the ficst placo to the forethought of
the gentlemen acting on behalf of the
fhres bodiss vamed in meeting the
ladias ovor & cap of afterncon tea from
time to time on arranging matters, and
gacondly the waluablae useizsfanca and
splondid work performed by the ladies
who so kindly gava their time, meney
and assietsnce towarde this abject,

Then, tre, said Mr Carrol), tlie follow-
irg sommary of moneys expended in con- |
noction with the whole work should be
intieresting :—

Nt result from Bazaar and
_ #rt Union e L0670 O
| Dsbentures, raized by Ama-
| teur Mlembers, £105
Dabenturce, vaised by Rugby
Union, £45 . o 150 @ @

Loan from Burough Coapeil 200 0 0O
Valae of work, working bees 70 0 6
Board of Control (raised by '

personal security to the l

Bank) ... .. 130 0 ©
Value of work performsd by

Borough Counecil +o 130 O D
Donationa from busineas

paople ... vie 43 0 0
Prison labour for & pesiod !

extending over eighteen I

manths .., sl we 4230 0 0
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After & few fucther appropriete re-
warke, the honourable gontleman con-
cluded by again exprassing the hopa that
the ground woald be a thorcugh saccess, !
and that, in kosping with the praise-
worthy efforls that had brought ¢ into
existence, nothing crooked or in any way
dishonouranls would be tolsrated upon
it, Mr Carroll then formally declared
the grounds open.

His Worship the Mayor followed, and
on bebalf of the Borough Council and
bimself, congratulated the sassociated
clubs on the poseession of the excellent
track and groonds. He esid that the
Council, in ascisting the Board of Control, |
had dona so with great pleasure, and ho |
thought they could deopend still further
on their assistance, especially whon they
found they were so auxious to help them-
golves, The Couneil, in fact, was always
ready to assist in any object that is for
the pood of the people. They must ail
feel proud that day when they saw the
provision that had been mado for encour-
aging all manly sport, and he beliaved
our young men would not bo slow to
appreciata it, Great praize was due to
Mr Beasley for the prominent part he
had taken in the making of the ground,
und aleo to the membera of the commitien
snd obthera who had n=sisted. In con-
clusion, on bshalf of the psople of Wan-
gauui, Mr Stavenson teaodsredi his heart-
felt thanks to the Hon Mr Carroll for his
kindaoess in coming from Wellingron to
open the giounds,

Thres che:ra were than given for Mr
Carrol!, who proceedsd to open

The Sports

by starting tho firet race of the day—the
Lwo Mile Amateur Championship of New
Zaaland. And just here we must say a
word ag to the attractive appearanca of
the grounde, Ths well - made raised
eycling track and the level sports en-
closare, surround.d by the green hils,
formed a natural amphithestre, And
these natural festures, enhanced by the
splendid appointments, provoked the
uuavimous opinion — * A model aports
ground.” Many there wors who con-
siderad that the wretched weather would
spil the sporte, iF 15 did not necessitete
their p-stpo>nemsnt, while up to the
opening hour few cou!d be induced to
hetieve that there would be anything like
a hie attandanca Howavar the simasnant
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of & break in the wenbhar tampted
holiday-makers out, and the vesult was
a record gute of L£1CP 143, with a fow
tickets to come in. The fact that ranning
evente had to be exsised necessiiated 8
little drag batween the cycling events, as
of course the wheslmen could uot be
expectel to compate in race altar race
without brief intermissions for ress. Still,
with the lively mus'c proviled by tao
Garrison Band, the afrecncon proved any-
thing but dull, and the large crowd who

i voutured out wers rewarded with some

splendid sport. The sarrangementa for
the day ware porfact, and evary officer of
the Club, from tha hard.worked Secretary
(Mr J. H. Watt) is deeerying of warm
praise. Mre J. G. MeNaught, 4s usual,
made a most eflicieat staiter; Mesars W,
H, &, Foster, W, Tuck and W. P. Mussen
had charge of the stop-watches; +esers
T. Druommond ard K. W, Haineworth
manipulated the fine three-sided rasult-
board ; and the various other cflizialg of
the day carrizd out the duby with a
promptitude that was highly croditsble,
not forgetting Mr F', W, Jones, jan., who
displayed o good pair of lungs 1o advan-
lage in mauipalatiog the ununciator, Mr
Baavis had churge of the refreshment
booth, and did good busiuess. The racing
throughout was good, and it is worthy of
note that the popular loeal erack, who was
in excellant form, ably upheld the hononr
of his town, sacuriny the 1'wo Mi'e Cham-
pionehip of the Colony—the fira' race of
day—and the Ladies’ Bracelet, gatting
plazea in most of the other events, and
carrying off the points prize; and this,
notwithstanding that he meb a represen.
tative number of ‘the colony’s best
amsateur ridere, including Dextar (Auck.
land’s worthy repressintative, Tha David-
sons weie al:o 1n good form, and appre-
priated respectizely the three sud five
mile evonte, Resulbs:—

Two-Ming CHAMPIONEHIP oF NEw
ZEM,A.:{-D.

Jd. A, Thomson ( ¥auganui) ... TP |
. A, Dexter (ducklind) iy B
F. ¢'. Davidson {Wanganui) .. e B

Caughay, Maxwoll and Pozock also eom-
p:ted., 'Thisrace, the ficet rasze on the
new ‘truck for tho Two-mile Amataur
Champiouship of New Zesland, resultel
in a splandid contx»t. Pocock lad for tha
first taces laps, with tha local champion
elesa on hia whesl and the others bunshod

clnra mn Thoamenn 1ol of tha and afF fla



first mile, Lus on going round the back,
near the dressing shed, Caughley took up
the running and led for the bist part of
the lsp, wben Davidson came with a
splendid apurt and shot to the frontf.
From this outb thoe race was o clinkar, and
as the fiold sterted on the final rouni
Yhomson whiskel paet Daividson, and,
with the Auckland erack afler him, left
the othars behind, A maeonificent finigh
epsned, Thomson just winning on the
post by aboub half & wheel, w'th David-
gon & good third, Themeon slso secured
threa of the lap prizes, Caughley ob-
tained two, Pocock two, and Davidson
ong, Time—=bmin 53sea,

Oxz.MiLe Novics,

F. Poutheomhs, serateh IOUR |
W. D. Aimztrong, 105yds ... e 2
C. Eowden, 35yds v, B

A, T. Richards (Palmorston North) was
the enly othar starter, From the etark
the acratch man settled down to business,
and practically wor as he liked hy n good
ten yards. T.nn, 2min 45s:c.

Haur-Mipne Ovone HANDICAT,

l'irat Heat.
F, W. Greham, 90yde ( Aucklapd) ... 1
k., A, Dexter, ser (Auckland) ... ai, B

L. J. Davidson, 45yds (Wapganui) .,, 3
Peocock and Armstrong nlan staried,

Sacond Heat,

) 1. O, Davideon, 359ds v .. .. 1|
J. Dovnald, 45yds e vy &
J. Caughley, Syds s5e e B

A. Fountain also efarted, 'Lime, lmin
0 3-5th car

Third Hoat.
I, MeCabe, 10yds WP |
F. Southcombe, 55yds ... . .8

A. Tucker also starbed, Time, .1.mir1
143¢c. Won cleverly,

Hipal Hoat,

Graham ... SR |
Melaba ... vie 2
F. C. Davideon ... 2

A gplendid tussle, For a while it
| looked as though the Wanganui candi- )
date would win, Grabam shot ont fol-
lowed by the Nelson representative, and
cut out the places, Time, imin 9 1-5th.

Owe-Mine Crcues Hanbpicar,
First Heat,




. C. Brandon, 130yds ... s
W, K. Jonrdsin, 70yds ... v B
G. A. Maxwell, 16yds ... e B

C. Bowden alse sbarted. Won easily.
Time, 2min 42 3-5th sec.

Second Heat,

J. Donald, 7Thyda
J. A, Thomson, scratch
Graham, 26yda i B

@es, K. 1. Davidson and Poaeock also
sterted. Graham led most cf the diatance,
but Thomson came with a rattling epurt
and wna just bkeaten on the post. Time,
1min 42aa0,

2O s

'innl Heat,

J. A, Thomson, scrateh. .. s F
G. A, Maxwall, 16yds .., e we T
F. W. Graham, 265yds ... i 8

Brandon’s :80 yards ebirt looked
almost imposaible to overtake, but the
fingl round came ss a ravelation, the
placed men driving their machines lika
the wind and quickly appropriating the
places. ‘Lhe post was paeesd amidst
cheers, the geaoral opinion being that the
locel champion had agnin scored, ‘Uhis,
however, wasa dispelled by the verdict of
the juodges, who gave it as a dead heat, in

Imin 80s6¢,

s B



