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Ours is not the only district that charges a targeted roading rate – 
Gisborne, Kaipara and Ruapehu also charge. In Gisborne, forestry 
properties pay 7.5 times the residential roading rate, which collects 
$1.5 million per annum from the forestry sector.

I think we should be doing all we can to 
prevent this rate increasing. Some ideas 
mentioned were:  
• timing of harvests – eg: the shutting-
down of some roads during the wettest 
months, and 
• commissioning harvest crews to do 
some of the road maintenance with 

their equipment (machinery available in a given area could save 
transportation costs for Whanganui District Council).

I’m not in favour of designated roads. If the distance is longer it 
will be the forest owner who’ll have to pay – we are, after all, also 
charging them a targeted rate.

At another recent meeting with foresters, managers and harvest 
crews, they were more interested in a levy-per-tonne at the time of 
harvest. But the reality is that the Council can’t enforce this. They 
can, however, enforce a targeted rate.

Several Wanganui Rural Community Board members met with 
Mark McCarthy, of McCarthy Transport, recently to gain an 

insight into the issues facing the Whanganui District’s roads from 
the logging truck perspective. 

It was a very interesting and informative meeting. We heard how 
logging trucks have changed over the years and the challenges 
they face getting them up and down some of our rural roads.

Every rural road has its own issues and challenges. At present our 
foresters are being charged an additional $135,000 per annum 
on top of the standard roading rate, bringing the total forestry 
contribution to roading rates to $225,000.

This rate is just to cover the extra cost to maintain our roads because 
of the damage caused the extra weight brought on by logging 
compared to conventional farming.

I support this rate and think it’s fair since forestry produces an 
average 525 tonnes/ha over 30 years, while sheep and beef 
farming’s production rate is 8-14t/ha in comparison.

Logging trucks and our roading rate

Board Chair Tex Matthews comments on 
some of the immediate issues facing rural 
roads in the Whanganui District.

Low stock theft numbers the full story?
At the February Rural Community Board meeting, Rural 

Community Constable Keith Butters of the New Zealand Police 
reported that recorded stock theft numbers in the Whanganui 
District were at their lowest for some time. This may sound like good 
news for the rural community, but Constable Butters said it was 
possible the low numbers were the result of reduced reporting.

Constable Butters reminded farmers that locking stockyard gates 
and loading ramps, checking paddocks where herds are grazing 
and reporting livestock thefts, attempted thefts or any suspicious 
behaviour to police – as well as your neighbours – was paramount  
in preventing rustling.

I’m not in favour of 
designated roads.  
If the distance is 
longer it will be the 
forest owner who’ll 
have to pay.
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Residents in the Pipiriki, Hiruhārama/
Jerusalem, Rānana and Matahiwi 

rural communities are set to benefit from 
a development programme aimed at 
empowering residents to promote positive 
change and togetherness – all led by the 
communities themselves.

These rural communities make up the 
Tamaūpoko tupuna rohe, a name given to 
represent the people from the middle reaches 
of the Whanganui River. 

Pipiriki has a walkway currently under 
construction that will ultimately lead to a 
picturesque waterfall in the settlement, while 
the Jerusalem community holds Zumba classes 
at least twice a week.

Response to the classes has been very positive, 
Jerusalem community representative Darleen Poutini-Tume says.

 “Zumba has been really popular. Some come from town, and some 
of our men that you’d normally see with a deer or pig on their backs 
are now regulars – there’s even a bit of friendly competition to see 
who can keep up with Trishy (the instructor) the best.”

Shiv Marshall reports on the recent 
achievements of the Tamaūpoko 
tupuna rohe. Photos: Shiv Marshall

Celebrating the Tamaūpoko community

Meanwhile, with use of the Waste Minimisation Fund via Whanganui 
District Council, Rānana has introduced a recycling trailer that has 
been a hit with all the settlements. And with Matahiwi children 
having to wait for the school bus outside on rainy days, a bus shelter 
has been built. 

Matahiwi community representative Tiara Ranginui got involved 
with the community-led development programme because she 
wants a better future for her children. 

“I love that, as a community together, we can come up with different 
projects that will benefit our babies. They’re the future – why not 
put things in place to make it better for them?” she says.

The bus shelter is the first project for Matahiwi alongside getting  
a road mirror put up on a tricky corner that has limited visibility. 
Tiara says building relationships with external agencies has 
definitely been of positive value.

“Having a really good working relationship with the Council roading 
team definitely made getting things done a whole lot easier.”

But, Tiara says, this is just the beginning. “There’s a number of really 
interesting projects on the horizon and we’re all excited to be 
working with our communities to make them happen.”

“Everybody needs an emergency plan, so let’s get started!”  That was 
the message from Whanganui District Council Emergency Manager 
Tim Crowe (pictured) at a meeting in Rānana late last year. 

Rural communities in the Tamaūpoko tupuna rohe have since 
started their emergency management planning working alongside 
agencies such as Civil Defence, Whanganui District Council and the 
Department of Conservation. A course held with Tim at the end of 
February was well attended by these communities. 

Emergency planning is the key to 
getting through a disaster

Tamariki wait for their after-school ride home at the new Matahiwi school bus shelter

It’s never too early to start recycling – Rānana tamariki lead the way!



We’re on Facebook
The Wanganui Rural Community Board is on Facebook. 
Like us by visiting www.facebook.com/WanganuiRCB and 
keep up with Community Rural Board news 

Your representatives 

david.matthews@whanganui.govt.nz  
Board Chair (Tex) 
027 270 9292 
Whanganui subdivision 

bill.ashworth@whanganui.govt.nz  
06 342 7704 
Kaitoke subdivision

david.wells@whanganui.govt.nz
027 289 5112 
Whanganui subdivision

michael.dick@whanganui.govt.nz 
027 462 177 
Kai Iwi subdivision

sandra.falkner@whanganui.govt.nz 
021 069 0276
Kai Iwi subdivision 

alistair.duff@whanganui.govt.nz  
0220 844 020 
Kaitoke subdivsion 

grant.skilton@whanganui.govt.nz 
Deputy Chair 
027 245 8067 
Kai Iwi subdivision 
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Board Chair Tex Matthews comments: “ The Rural Community 
Board intends to speak to its Horizons submission regarding the 
Department of Corrections’ application for Whanganui Prison to 
discharge run-off into Lake Pauri, which then runs into Lake Wiritoa 
(pictured). 

“In our view Lake Wiritoa is a very special place in our community.  
It’s the only lake we have in the district that can be used by 
swimmers, water skiers and picnickers. 

“If this discharge was into a moving body of water we would not 
have a problem with it, but Lake Wiritoa is a closed lake with little  
or no flow-through. 

“Farmers in the area have fenced their properties and planted 
waterways in order to protect this lake. I just hope that Horizons 
don’t roll over for central Government.”

The Government’s Provincial Growth Fund has approved funding 
of $35,000 towards investigations into the commercial upscaling of 
floriculture and medicinal plants in the Whanganui and Rangitikei 
districts.

Along with initial funding from Whanganui District Council, 
Rangitikei District Council and Whanganui & Partners (the economic 
development arm of the Council), the Government contribution 
brings the total value of the project to $50,000.

Whanganui & Partners and Rangitikei District Council hosted two 
land-use diversification workshops in Whanganui and Rangitikei 
in September last year. Floriculture and medicinal plants were 
identified initially as economic opportunities because they’re 
premium commercial crops currently already grown in the region  
at small scale.

Rural Community Board Deputy Chair Grant Skilton said the Board 
fully supported the feasibility study. “If we are going to retain our 
local service industries and infrastructure that we currently rely 
upon, we need economic growth well beyond the status quo and 
we need to think of innovative ways for our region to prosper.”

Provincial Growth Fund approves 
funding for floriculture study

Rural broadband roll-out rolls on
Government ministers Shane Jones and Kris Faafoi announced late 
last year that on the back of an expansion to the Rural Broadband 
Initiative phase two/Mobile Black Spots Fund (RBI2/MBSF) 
programme, “significant additional rural broadband and mobile 
coverage will be deployed around the country over the next four 
years”.

The ministerial press release stated that because contracts with 
providers for the expansion programme had just been signed as 
of late 2018, there was no detailed coverage or build-scheduling 
information available at present.


