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Your district, your future – have your say 
now on the council's long-term plan

We are keen to hear from members of our community and 
encourage you to have your say. Public consultation on the Long-
Term Plan 2021-2031 opened on 29 March and runs until 5.00pm  
on Friday, 30 April 2021. 

More information including the long-term plan consultation 
document, submission forms and supporting material along  
with a schedule of remaining public events is available at:  
www.whanganui.govt.nz/long-term-plan

The draft long-term plan has been completed after pre-engagement 
with the community last year and is now available to the public for 
feedback. The long-term plan details some of the significant issues 
in the district that need to be addressed and provides updates on 
other key initiatives that are in place. 

Of particular interest to Whanganui's rural community is the 
council's planning around managing and minimising waste in  
the rural sector, and how the effects of climate change and  
growth pressures might be addressed from a rural perspective. 

As part of the long-term plan consultation, people living in the 
Fordell area will have an opportunity to provide feedback on future 
aspirations for the Fordell water scheme. A public meeting on this 
topic is scheduled to be held at the Fordell Community Hall on 
Wednesday, 21 April 2021, starting at 5.30pm.

A focus for Whanganui District Council over the 
past 12 months has been the Whanganui district’s 
Long-Term Plan 2021-2031. The long-term plan sets 
the strategic direction for Whanganui for the next 
10 years and includes associated budgets.
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Rural rubbish services – the enduring topic

Cell sites go live in Whanganui and beyond 

A hot topic for the rural community over the past 12 months has 
been rubbish collection and the clean-up of non-compliant 

refuse that seems to have a habit of being dumped in rural areas 
”away from prying eyes”.  

These issues along with Whanganui District Council’s upcoming 
review of its rural waste collection contracts were discussed at  
a council workshop held with the Rural Community Board in  
late January. With the current collection contracts expiring in  
July this year, board members and council officers discussed  
options for ongoing rural bin and rubbish bag collection services.

With regards to rubbish bag collection in rural areas closer to urban 
Whanganui, the board’s position is for the council to withdraw  
from its contracted service at the end of July and allow a commercial 
operator to take over this role. This point of view acknowledges the 
presence of a new waste collection company – Low Cost Bins – in 
Whanganui that's willing to continue selling pre-paid stickers for 
rubbish bag collection services along current routes and drop-off 
points with no council input. The two other local waste collectors 

– EnviroWaste and Waste Management – will continue to offer 
wheelie bin services in this area also (again, with no council input).

Concerning the larger bins at a dozen collection sites throughout 
Whanganui’s outer rural area, the board supports continuing the 
council's current contracted service. It is recognised, however, that 
at some future point there may be an element of user-pays applied 
to this service.  

These preferred options have also now been consulted on with 
Tamaūpoko iwi representatives. Input from the board and iwi  
will feed into a decision by district councillors on whether a wider 
consultation with the rural community is needed. 

The other big concern is the amount of non-compliant rubbish 
deposited at these sites and at other areas in the rural community.  
The board recognises this non-compliant rubbish doesn’t always 
originate from the rural community – but we all know that a fair 
proportion of it does!  

While it's convenient to just dump everything at these sites it's 
of considerable cost to the council – and therefore the entire 
Whanganui community – to clean it up. The council is looking at 
ways to upgrade these drop-off sites with surveillance equipment  
to discourage the dumping of non-compliant rubbish.

               F MORE: www.whanganui.govt.nz/rubbish-recycling

Decisions on changes to rural refuse 
collection services in the Whanganui 
District are due in the middle of this  

year – board chair Grant Skilton provides 
background information

The Rural Connectivity Group has 
completed its Whanganui programme 
of work under the Government's Rural 
Broadband Initiative Phase 2.  

Fourteen new cell sites are now live across the 
Whanganui, South Taranaki and Rangitikei 

districts, vastly improving connectivity for rural 
residents at home and while travelling district roads.

The new Rural Connectivity Group (RCG) sites are  
the result of an industry-leading collaboration 
between mobile network operators and Crown 
Infrastructure Partners to build over 500 cell sites 
across rural New Zealand delivering essential 
broadband and mobile services. 

The RCG is responsible for building, operating 
and maintaining this essential rural network 
infrastructure. More than 1230 rural households 
and businesses across the three districts can now 
access the latest 4G technology with fast wireless 
broadband and mobile services available to 
customers of Spark, Vodafone, 2degrees and their 
wholesale resellers. 

Reliable broadband and mobile services are essential 
for running rural businesses, and are increasingly 
vital for worker safety and emergency management 
such as the various COVID-19 alert level lockdowns.

Rural Community Board chair, Grant Skilton, says, 
“We need these services to connect our people who 
are isolated and need our support. The new network 
is crucial for rural people to contact emergency 
services in the case of an accident, fire and so on. 

"With this improvement in coverage, rural residents 
will also now be better informed of potential hazards 
related to extreme events such as earthquakes, 
weather bombs or Civil Defence warnings. Another 
advantage is the immediate ability to report any 
suspected criminal activity in rural areas to police.”  

New cell sites have been built to provide 
connectivity to Mangamahu, Fordell North and 
South, Upokongaro North, Waitotara, Waipipi, 
Waiinu Beach, Manutahi, Mataroa, Tangimoana,  
Te Kiri, Pukeokahu, Pungarehu and Bald Hill Road.
Please note that customers may need to upgrade 
their mobile phones to enable 4G voice calling. If 
you're unsure your device can receive and make calls 
over the 4G network, contact your service provider.
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Starting succession planning conversations 
A succession planning course for family 
farming businesses involving four 
fortnightly workshops is starting in  

mid-May – Colleen Sheldon from Whanganui  
& Partners provides the details

Succession planning was one of the topics at the LARFS@4 sessions 
in March. The advice was clear and concise, recognising that 

successful transition from one generation to another can't just rely on 
love and good luck. As they say, “where there’s a will, there’s a relative”. 

Family Business Central senior consultant, Bob Selden, asked how 
well you and your family are prepared for succession on your farm? 
In last year’s Whanganui & Partners' survey of property owners  
with 10ha or more, only 16 percent said yes to the question, “Do you 
have a written and agreed succession plan in place for your business 
and/or your land and assets?”.

Certainly, at the LARFS@4 session, some attendees wished their 
parent had attended while others were empowered to start working 
on the transition journey. It might be as simple as asking yourself 
where you want to be in 10 or 20 years time and what do you want 
for yourself, your family and your business.

Some farmer owners have spent their life building up their business 
and legacy, and fear they will no longer be needed – as such, “put 
out to pasture”. They also worry that if they are not present in the 
business, it will go to “hell in a handbasket”.

The key to ensuring a smooth transition is in the planning and  
having the right conversations. Here’s a couple of things for the  
senior generation to do as a starter: 
1. Think of the things you absolutely love doing and write these down. 
2. Think of the things you hate or dislike doing and write these down. 
The first list is yours to do. The second is yours to delegate to the 
upcoming generation.

To fill out a future readiness questionaire and see how well you're 
prepared for securing your business and future, or to register for  
the course, please go to: www.whanganuiandpartners.nz/larfs   
For more information, contact Colleen Sheldon, Whanganui & 
Partners' Strategic Lead – Agribusiness on 06 349 3139 or email: 
colleen.sheldon@whanganuiandpartners.nz

Rural Women New Zealand conference to be held in Whanganui this June

Whanganui will host the Rural Women New Zealand Lower 
North Island conference in June. Rural Women NZ is made 

up of women from a variety of backgrounds. While some have 
grown up in farming families, they're not necessarily farmers 
themselves. Many, however, have a keen interest in rural activities 
and want rural communities to be resilient and thriving.

From the days as the Women’s Division of the Farmer’s Union in 
1925, Rural Women NZ has become an authoritative voice on 
health services, education, environment and social issues in rural 
communities. 

Rural Women NZ recognises that rural communities are losing vital 
services and wellbeing support. The organisation strives to ensure 
that all rural residents, workers and families have equal access to 
services, that inequalities are addressed by central government and 
the wellbeing of rural communities are considered at the beginning 
of all policy development for regulatory and legislative change.

The conference, from 11-13 June 2021, is a great opportunity to 
showcase the Whanganui district, discover its hidden treasures 
and consider where Rural Women NZ could use its voice for better 
outcomes in our rural communities.

LARFS@4 events in May and June

LARFS@4 – Lifestyle, Agribusiness, Rural and Farming Sessions 
–  is a chance for Whanganui's rural sector to get together for 
presentations from rural experts and ask questions. LARFS@4 
is held from 4.00pm every third Thursday of the month (except 
January) at Stellar Restaurant & Bar's Function Room, 2 Victoria 
Avenue, Whanganui. Upcoming LARFS@4 events for May / June:

• THURSDAY, 20 MAY 2021

Your farm as a film set – Have you considered a sideline 
income from hosting a film shoot? Dr Emma Bugden, Whanganui & 
Partners – Strategic Lead for Creative Industry and Arts and manager 
of Film Whanganui, will explain the burgeoning film industry in New 
Zealand and opportunities for those wanting to learn more about 
the development of this sector in Whanganui.

Floriculture flower power – Senior business managers 
from United Flower Growers will talk the art of bringing cut-flower 
producers and consumers together through bridging the gap 
between floral demand and production.

• THURSDAY, 17 JUNE 2021

Recording animal movements – An OSPRI information 
officer will run a workshop to present the five fundamentals of the 
National Animal Identification and Tracing (NAIT) and help farmers 
keep their NAIT accounts up to date.

Carbon farming – The price of carbon and the need to plant 
trees to achieve a carbon zero goal is an ongoing hot topic. What's 
the cost of putting the trees in the ground? And what management 
is put in place to secure its viability? An expert speaker will address 
your questions and concerns, as well as outline opportunities they 
currently see in the market.

IMAGE: agrihq.co.nz



Parapara Road – State Highway 4

Work has been completed on four of the seven main trouble spots 
on the Parapara Road stretch of State Highway 4. The three latest to 
be finished are all northern and central sites. Activity has also begun 
on the last three problem zones in this area – a permanent road for 
the October 2019 Te Oreore slip, a road retreat just south of that at 
Auraki Stream and the slip near Upokongaro.

Whanganui River Road – Jerusalem

Resource consent from Horizons Regional Council has been secured 
for Whanganui District Council's agreement with Ngā Tāngata 
Tiaki o Whanganui for repairs to the 2018 emergency works site 
near Jerusalem on the Whanganui River Road. Both parties had 
previously received approval from Waka Kotahi NZ Transport 
Agency to roll subsidised funding into 2020/21 to complete this 
work. Repairs at this site involve a rock toe revetment and soldier 
pile retaining wall. 

Requests for tender went out late last year and the contract has 
now been awarded. The rock needed for the work has already been 
sourced and is now stockpiled onsite – work is due to begin shortly. 
Cultural monitoring is required onsite in this area and discussions 
have been ongoing with local hapū to best manage the operation. 
The work must be completed by 30 June 2021 or Waka Kotahi 
funding will be withdrawn.

Whangaehu Valley Road drop-out

This Whangaehu Valley Road repair project was deferred in late 
2019 because of its then-use as a SH4 detour route. After further 
investigation, geotechnical engineers have found no ongoing 
degradation of this site. With Waka Kotahi sign-off, the repair has 
been altered to a bench and fill scenario.

We’re on Facebook
The Wanganui Rural Community Board is on Facebook.  
Like us by visiting www.facebook.com/WhanganuiRCB  
and keep up with Rural Community Board news. 

Your representatives 

grant.skilton@whanganui.govt.nz 
Board Chair 
027 245 8067 
Kai Iwi subdivision 

sandra.falkner@whanganui.govt.nz 
021 069 0276
Kai Iwi subdivision

bill.ashworth@whanganui.govt.nz  
06 342 7704 
Kaitoke subdivision

michael.dick@whanganui.govt.nz 
027 462 177 
Kai Iwi subdivision

alistair.duff@whanganui.govt.nz  
0220 844 020 
Kaitoke subdivsion

peter.oskam@whanganui.govt.nz  
027 285 8603 
Whanganui subdivsion 

david.wells@whanganui.govt.nz 
Deputy Chair 
027 289 5112 
Whanganui subdivision 
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Rural roading updates from around 
the Whanganui district

The Rural Community Board has had considerable input into 
Whanganui District Council’s draft Climate Change Strategy /  
Te Rautaki Huringa Āhuarangi. In contributing to this document, 
our advocacy for the Whanganui rural community has focused 
on building infrastructure resilience and adapting to changes in 
climate. We've also promoted a positive position for agriculture  
in general as a key contributor to Whanganui's economy.

The board has also submitted to the He Pou a Rangi / Climate 
Change Commission’s advice report to central government. 
Particular issues of focus in the submission include: 
• The potential decrease in LPG service and availability. LPG is an 
important energy source to the rural community, especially where 
electricity supply is less reliable or insufficient. 
• The commission’s analysis of the effect of converting pastoral  
land to forestry uses. The board's position is rural communities  
need a viable local workforce that lives and works in the rural area. 
• Advocacy for the commission to include in its report the 
restoration and enhancement of wetlands as effective carbon sinks.

This image was taken from the area of the August 2018 Jerusalem dropout, looking 
towards the June 2015-event completed repair 


