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9 HISTORIC HERITAGE 
The term historic heritage is generally applied to things that have cultural 
heritage significance to people and communities. Heritage is regarded as 
our ‘inheritance’ from the past. While there is a particular emphasis on 
buildings, structures and objects that have architectural, archaeological, 
historical or cultural value, heritage items include areas, sites or places 
which have aesthetic, social, spiritual, scientific, technological, or 
traditional significance or value, or public esteem.  

Heritage defines the relationship between people and place, the past, 
present and future. It gives a sense of place, character and community 
identity and dignity and often plays a fundamental role in the cultural, 
economic and social wellbeing of the community.  

Whanganui 
Whanganui is an area of early settlement in New Zealand. It was an 
important area for Maori, the Whanganui River margins being heavily 
populated and the river being an ancient highway to the interior.  

Connections between tangata whenua and the local environment are 
known to have existed before the arrival of the Polynesian explorer, Kupe. 
From that time to the present day the inter-dependence between tangata 
whenua and their environment has resulted in the development of a 
sophisticated value system. 

Tangata Whenua (whānau, hapū and iwi) of the Whanganui District share 
strong connections; being links between past and present; between 
individuals and their kin groups; and between kin groups. Whanganui is an 
ancestral landscape for tangata whenua, in which the Whanganui River is 
the dominant feature. To Whanganui Iwi the River is the people who have 
lived there for generations and is commonly heard expressed as: 

I rere mai te awa nui 

mai i te Kāhui Maunga ki 
Tangaroa 

Ko au te awa, 

Ko te awa ko au. 

For as long as the great river 

has run its course from the 
noble assemblage of ancestral 
mountains to the sea 

I am the river 

and the river is me 

The tribal estates of Ngaa Rauru Kiitahi and Ngāti Apa extend into this 
District and overlay boundaries with iwi of the lower reaches of the 
Whanganui River. All whānau, hapū and iwi who claim mana whenua in 
the Whanganui District are recognised by this Plan. 

Whanganui was the second New Zealand Company settlement in the 
country, Wellington having been the first. Whanganui city still retains a 
very coherent collection of late nineteenth and early twentieth century 
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buildings, with the Old Town as the core. This concentration of significant 
heritage buildings is rare in New Zealand and represents an important part 
of the historic heritage resource of the district.  

Given the long history of settlement, much of the Old Town and other parts 
in the district are effectively historical areas compromising particular 
cultural values, wāhi tapu, wāhi tūpuna and archaeological sites.  

Legislation 
The protection and control of the destruction of archaeological sites is 
primarily the responsibility of Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga 
under the Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014.   

However, section 6 of the Resource Management Act 1991 (the Act) 
places specific responsibilities on territorial authorities to recognise and 
provide for the relationship of Maori and their culture and traditions with 
their ancestral lands, water, sites, wāhi tapu, and other taonga; and 
protection of historic heritage from inappropriate subdivision, use, and 
development as matters of national importance.  

The Act definition of historic heritage:  

(a)   means those natural and physical resources that contribute to an 
understanding and appreciation of New Zealand's history and 
cultures, deriving from any of the following qualities:  

(i) archaeological:  

(ii) architectural:  

(iii) cultural:  

(iv) historic: 

(v) scientific:  

(vi) technological; and  

 (b)   includes—  

(i) historic sites, structures, places, and areas; and  

(ii) archaeological sites; and  

(iii) sites of significance to Māori, including wāhi tapu; and (iv) 
surroundings associated with the natural and physical 
resources. 

There is clear that local authorities, as a matter of national importance, 
must take steps to protect not just built heritage items but also 
archaeological sites and other sites of significance to Māori, as part of 
protecting historic heritage. This is in addition to the role of Heritage New 
Zealand as provided for in the Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 
2014.  
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A prerequisite of recognition and protection is identification, which in turn is 
dependent on information and knowledge.  

Tangata Whenua Cultural Values  
Council recognises a need to be better informed about tangata whenua 
cultural values and traditions, in order to understand and assess the 
potential effects of use and development. Māori values and traditions in 
this context include the need to protect sites of significance, manage the 
use of natural and physical resources according to spiritual and cultural 
values.   

Statutory Acknowledgements are one way that sites of significance are 
formally recorded.   Such acknowledgements place obligations on a range 
of statutory decision makers including the Whanganui District Council.  

The Te Awa Tupua settlement has accorded the Whanganui River legal 
status as Te Awa Tupua, a living and indivisible whole with innate values 
called Tupua te Kawa. Tupua te Kawa are the intrinsic values that 
represent the essence of Te Awa Tupua, those values will logically guide 
all interactions in relation to the health and wellbeing of the Whanganui 
River and its tributaries for the future. 

For Ngaa Rauru Kiitahi their cultural, spiritual, historical and traditional 
association with the Nukumaru Recreation Reserve is acknowledged. For 
Ngāti Apa their cultural, spiritual, historical and traditional association with 
Ruakiwi as well as parts of the Whangaehu River and Mangawhero River 
is acknowledged. 

Council recognises the potential value of establishing processes such as 
Mana Whakahono a Rohe to facilitate and formalise iwi participation and 
appropriate Council consideration of cultural values and traditions to 
ensure that use and development of natural and physical resources will 
achieve the purpose of the Act, particularly sections 6(e) and (f). 

The purpose of Mana Whakahono a Rohe is to provide a mechanism for 
councils and iwi to come to agreement on ways tangata whenua may 
participate in RMA decision-making, and to assist councils with their 
statutory obligations to tangata whenua under the RMA.  

Ngaa Rauru Kiitahi have formalised an intention, through their Puutaiao 
Management Plan, to assist local government and other agencies in 
resource management processes and to assess how Ngaa Rauru Kiitahi 
values and interests are affected by environmental policy and resource 
use activities. To this end, they signal a commitment to building their 
internal capacity and capability to enable full participation in the resource 
management arena. 
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Built Heritage 
Information on Whanganui built heritage derives from a number of studies. 
The first, in 1990, focused on identifying relevant themes and an 
examination of central city buildings. Between 2003 and 2009, significant 
updating was carried out by the Whanganui Branch of the New Zealand 
Historic Places Trust. The 2012 study considered a wider range of 
buildings and a more comprehensive inventory. 

The Christchurch earthquakes of September 2010 and February 2011 
confirmed how valuable and vulnerable our historic heritage is, how 
imperative it is to find a balance between retention and demolition of key 
heritage items and areas.  

In order to protect those items of significance and sustainably manage 
them, it is necessary to prioritise heritage values. This enables the 
allocation of resources to be directed to those items of greatest value and 
significance.   

Built heritage items are prioritised for protection as follows:  

Class A – High values at an international or national level, is ranked highly 
in a number of heritage areas and has high integrity or has very significant 
values in at least one heritage value.  

Class B – At a regional or local level it has several high heritage values 
and/or has good integrity.  

Class C – There are a few heritage values but these have been in some 
way compromised eg. relocated, extensively modified or significant 
components removed.  

The Whanganui town centre including the Old Town Overlay has a 
concentration of heritage buildings. Although some have been 
strengthened, many are at high risk from damage or loss from earthquake, 
as the bulk are un-reinforced masonry or poorly reinforced concrete. This 
poses a high degree of health and safety risk. Heritage buildings, 
however, are significant for their contribution to the economic success of 
the town centre, based on their amenity value, creating attractive and 
welcoming urban spaces and streetscapes.  

In addition to the direct value and contribution of individual heritage 
buildings is the contribution of the spaces and places around buildings, 
including associated buildings. This is a form of cumulative effect, and 
changes in the surroundings of a building can also lead to potentially 
negative cumulative effects. Buildings losses need to be carefully 
considered, as do replacements buildings to protect amenity and cultural 
values.  

The 2012 Heritage Inventory examined a full range of items within the 
various themes and offers a broad basis for protection.  
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Historic heritage is dynamic and perceptions and values change over time. 
The heritage resource therefore needs to be monitored and managed to 
ensure it remain it remains relevant.  

Archaeology  
The land in the District has been home to various peoples for about seven 
centuries. This has resulted in the accumulation of many physical 
remnants which are of cultural, scientific and general interest. These 
remnants help us to understand our history. Remnants sites are defined 
as archaeological if they are associated with human activity that occurred 
before 1900.  

Some archaeological sites have been included in local planning 
documents since the 1970’s. A 2001 Scoping study considered areas of 
occurrence and development risk, concluding that the areas of most 
concern were the coastal plains and areas close to the lower Whanganui 
River.   

As part of the District Plan review, further studies in 2011 and 2013 used 
documentary sources to provide information on as many sites as possible. 
A process of information sharing with property owners was carried out in 
early 2013 to more accurately identify sites and eliminate non-sites, 
including destroyed sites.   

In 2015 a further review of site locations corrected location coordinates for 
around 80 existing sites.  

All recorded archaeological sites are mapped in the District Plan with an 
un-dimensioned symbol. For the purposes of protection a precautionary 
alert buffer will be applied around each site. This is because in the 
immediate vicinity of a site the likelihood of further finds is high. The buffer 
area acts as a caution to proceed with care when undertaking any ground 
disturbance activity. Where an activity lies outside any buffer area but is in 
the vicinity of several sites, caution should be exercised.   

The District Plan information is not exhaustive and the obligations of the 
Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014 apply regardless of, and 
in addition to, information or regulation contained in the Plan.   

Cultural Heritage - North West and Springvale Structure Plan Areas 
The North West and Springvale structure plan areas, are part of a wider 
area of ancestral land which has significant cultural value for the Iwi of 
Whanganui and Ngaa Rauru Kiitahi. 

The Iwi taketake (original people) of this wider area are Ngā Aruhe. The 
name refers to the fernroot that was once the staple diet of early 
ancestors. According to tribal elders these ancestors came from the land, 
ie they were here before those that arrived via waka. Elders say that when 
Kupe came on Matahourua that it was Ngā Aruhe who passed down the 
record of this event. 
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Archaeological evidence of Māori occupation in the ‘Otamatea’ and 
Rapanui and ‘Springvale’ – Kokohuia – Titoki - areas are the remaining 
physical connection that tangata whenua have to their ancestor’s 
occupation of these areas. The urupā on Rapanui Road uncovered in 
2008-2009, that dates to the late 14th or early 15th century A.D. is a Ngā 
Aruhe urupā. The tūpuna were interred upright and their teeth attest to a 
diet of fern root.  

To give further context to the era of Ngā Aruhe, tangata whenua recall, 
that Turi, captain of the Aotea waka is thought by academics to have 
arrived in the mid-14th century A.D. Rauru, the eponymous ancestor of 
Ngaa Rauru Kiitahi, predates Turi by four generations. Rauru’s mother 
was Rongoueroa, a descendant of Ruatipua from whence is derived the 
old name of the Whanganui River, i.e. Te Wainui-ā-Rua. Rauru married 
into the ancient people of this coast called Te Kāhui Rere, who were 
renowned for their ability to levitate at will, hence the name.  

The information has been determined primarily through customary 
knowledge, sourced from oral tradition and documented evidence in the 
form of Māori Land Court records, museum artefacts, old maps and public 
information gained from Waitangi Tribunal claims. The cultural impact 
assessments prepared to inform District Plan changes relating to 
Otamatea and Springvale are: 

• Interim Cultural Values Report: Otamatea Structure Plan (17 October 
2017) prepared by Raukura Waitai and Te Kaahui o Rauru which 
supports Te Whanaungatanga o Whanganui me Ngaa Ruaru Kiitahi - 
Otamatea Plan Change Cultural Values Report (12 April 2018) 
prepared by Whanganui me Ngaa Rauru Kiitahi. 

• Cultural Values, Cultural Impacts Assessment (6 December 2018), 
prepared by Poipoia Ltd, supporting the Springvale Whenua 
Combined Hapu. 

Although the area was named ‘Otamatea’ in 1958 and has been known 
locally by that name since then, this name is not one that Whanganui iwi 
or Ngaa Rauru Kiitahi associate with this area. 

It is noted that mana whenua refer to the Springvale Area as the ‘wider 
kokohuia whenua area’ referencing a connection to the Kokohuia 
wetlands. 
Introduction of this section to the Plan acknowledges the ancestry of this 
area, where pre-European human activities would have been likely, and 
the importance of the area to mana whenua. The purpose of the 
objectives, policies and methods applying to the North West Structure 
Plan area is to acknowledge that the values held by mana whenua and 
their relationship with their ancestral lands are vulnerable to adverse 
effects that can be caused by earthworks, inappropriate road location or 
built development.  The objectives, policies and methods explicitly 
recognise and provide for the relationship of mana whenua with the 
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ancestral lands, water, sites, wāhi tapu and other taonga of this area and 
provide for the protection of cultural heritage.  

In the North West Structure Plan area, the Plan will: 

• require resource consents for land disturbance activities on sites with 
recorded wāhi tūpuna and where wāhi tapu have been discovered; 
and 

• except where a person suitably qualified in mana whenua cultural 
history or archaeology confirms in writing that a proposal will not 
adversely affect any identifiable wāhi tapu or archaeological site, 
require site-specific assessment to identify wāhi tapu and 
archaeological sites and potential impacts on those, unless a wider 
assessment of the structure plan area, including the site, has 
identified the location of wāhi tapu and archaeological sites and the 
proposal is in accordance with any recommendations of that 
assessment for management of identified culturally significant sites; 
and  

• require assessment of land disturbance activities and subdivision 
proposals against criteria that will ensure that the relationship of 
tangata whenua and their culture and traditions with this ancestral 
land is appropriately recognised and provided for in the development 
of land within the North West Structure Plan area; and  

• encourage applicants for subdivision and land use consent to 
demonstrate consideration of cultural values and ways to incorporate 
local cultural references and respect cultural traditions in the design 
and construction of infrastructure and public spaces. 

9.1  ISSUES  
9.1.1  Historic heritage is at risk from natural hazards, other damage or 

destruction or abandonment 

9.1.2  At-risk heritage requires a high level of community, business, institutional 
and landowner involvement and co-operation to ensure sustainable 
longterm protection.  

9.1.3  The need, for cultural, economic and social reasons, to protect the historic 
heritage values of the Old Town.  

9.1.4  The need to protect historic heritage District-wide Heritage and not only 
historic heritage in the Town Centre.  

9.1.5  The need to identify heritage values and resources and to establish 
appropriate levels of protection.  

9.1.6  The Old Town is an area of inherent land instability, with an underlay of 
unconsolidated river deposits. The potential for severe ground shaking 
accompanying earthquakes is high, leading to collapse of heritage 
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buildings and items, particularly those that are constructed of masonry, 
with damage to heritage areas.  

9.1.7  Archaeological sites and other historic heritage items and values can be at 
risk from the effects or works arising from subdivision, earthworks, and 
infrastructure development.  

9.2  OBJECTIVES  
Historic Heritage 
9.2.1 Recognise and protect the historic heritage resource of the whole District.  

9.2.2 Enable all sectors of the community to participate in and contribute to   
heritage protection. 

9.2.3 Ensure the sustainable management of historic heritage values and 
resources, both individual and collective, by prioritising the protection of 
the resource based on values and significance.  

9.2.4 Recognition and conservation of the special historic heritage significance 
of the Old Town.  

The Old Town has a great concentration of heritage items and groups of 
heritage items. However, the cultural heritage significance of the Old Town 
is more than the individual items and areas that have been registered. The 
entire Old Town is recognised as a conservation area where special 
management is required to conserve its great cultural heritage 
significance. 

Archaeological Heritage 

9.2.5 Manage inappropriate subdivision, use and development to ensure that         
adverse effects on the archaeological resource are avoided, remedied or 
mitigated.  

9.2.6 Reduce the risk of damage to archaeological sites and areas by identifying 
the known archaeological resource and avoid or manage activities that 
may modify or destroy that resource, including activities close to the 
identified site.   

9.2.7 Recognise and protect the archaeological resource by encouraging close 
co-operation with hapu, iwi, landowners and the community, including 
enabling hapu, iwi, landowners and the wider community to continue to 
undertake their day to day activities where these activities are compatible 
with the protection and retention of the resource.   

9.2.8 Provide information to the community to encourage the protection and 
retention of the archaeological resource, identifying where relevant, those 
activities that are consistent with the protection and retention of the 
resource, and therefore continue to be enabled.  
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Cultural Heritage – North West Structure Plan Area 
9.2.9 Recognise and provide for the relationship of mana whenua with their 

ancestral lands within the North West Structure Plan area, including by: 

a. preserving and protecting ancestral heritage, including recorded and 
discovered wāhi tapu and the associated cultural, spiritual and 
historical values of these sites; and 

b. providing opportunities for improved connection of mana whenua 
with their ancestral lands, water, sites, wāhi tapu and other taonga, 
including through the provision, location and purpose of public 
reserves and the naming of streets and public open spaces created 
within the structure plan area. 

9.2.10 Protect recorded and discovered wāhi tapu within the North West 
Structure Plan area from activities (including earthworks, road building and 
the construction of buildings) that have the potential to adversely affect the 
cultural, spiritual and historic heritage values of those wāhi tapu. 

9.3  POLICIES  
Historic Heritage 

9.3.1  Maintain and update the historic heritage appendices in the Plan and 
accompanying database, in an appropriate format.  

9.3.2 Promote community awareness, pride and understanding of historic 
heritage resources in the Whanganui District.  

9.3.3 Encourage protection and conservation by property owners of identified 
historic heritage resources of the Whanganui District. 

9.3.4 Council to adopt a leadership role to co-ordinate and facilitate historic 
heritage conservation and protection in the Whanganui District. 

9.3.5 Protect the historic heritage resource from inappropriate subdivision, use 
and development by ensuring that:  

a. Retention is preferred over demolition for all recorded heritage items 
and areas particularly for those items and areas in Class A and B.  

b. Class A items and areas are afforded the highest level of protection 
taking into account their national or international significance and 
values.  

c. Class B items and areas are afforded high levels of protection taking 
into account their regional or local significance and values.  

d. To encourage the retention of Class C items and areas where 
practicable, while noting limitations in respect of condition, degree of 
modification and structural state. Where this is not sustainable 
Council may request that photographic record of the building be 
provided accompanied by an appropriate level of historic research.  
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e. Demolition of Class A and B items or areas shall be considered as a 
last resort when all feasible options and alternatives have been 
considered and that it can be demonstrated that it is unsustainable to 
retain the heritage item or area.  

f. Class A and B items shall not be relocated unless it can be 
demonstrated that the relocation of the item is the only sustainable 
means of retaining the item or that the relocation has a positive effect 
on the integrity of the item or area.  

g. Rely on international best practice principles to ensure that decisions 
with regards to heritage management are undertaken in accordance 
with the ICOMOS New Zealand Charter for the Conservation of 
Places of Cultural Heritage Value (Revised 2010). 

h. Ensuring the relationship of the heritage item to its site and locality is 
retained, preferably in single ownership.  

i. Provide an adequate setting for the heritage item in the subdivided 
lot.  

j. Retain any functional relationships, visual catchments and 
viewshafts.  

9.3.6 Ensure adverse effects of alterations and additions to historic heritage 
items, where these alterations and additions are to the external, visible 
fabric of the building, are appropriately avoided, remedied or mitigated by: 

a. Encouraging applicants to extend the life of the heritage item by 
maintaining the historic values and the integrity of the item for future 
generations through appropriate additions and alterations.  

b. Ensuring that any work that is undertaken is done in accordance with 
a conservation report using the ICOMOS New Zealand Charter for 
the Conservation of Places of Cultural Heritage Value (Revised 
2010).  

c. Taking into account the feasibility and costs of maintaining and 
repairing heritage items while enabling the applicant to develop, use 
or retain economic benefit.  

d. Acknowledging the benefit of applications where the alteration or 
addition takes into account the context of the item.  

9.3.7  Ensure when alterations and additions to Class A and B items are 
undertaken that, in addition to considerations under Policy 9.3.6, adverse 
effects on the heritage items are avoided, remedied or mitigated by:  

a. Retaining the main style and character features and allowing 
changes which are compatible in terms of symmetry, design finishes 
and ornamentation.  

b. Respecting the scale and character of the item.  
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c. Ensuring compatibility in terms of form, materials and colour.  

d. Restoring missing elements only when there is adequate proof of the 
original form of the structure (photographic evidence, drawings, 
building plans or written historical description.  

e. Preferring repair over replacement provided the repairs reflect the 
original materials in terms of texture, form, profile, colour and 
strength.  

f. Respecting the age of the item and the extent of weathering.  

g. Where the building has a street façade the exterior should be altered 
least and if possible not at all.  

h. Avoid the installation of new openings to principal facades and 
elevations.  

9.3.8 Ensure, where interiors are listed for protection, that adverse effects of 
interior alterations and additions are avoided, remedied or mitigated by:  

a. Retaining the floor plan and existing dimensions as far as 
practicable.  

b. Avoiding as far as possible alterations to primary spaces such as 
foyers, lobbies, stairs and corridors.  

c. Where alterations do occur that these preferably occur in secondary 
spaces.  

d. Retaining as far as possible significant architectural features and 
finishes such as skirtings, panelling, doors, picture rails, pressed 
metal ceilings, woodwork and wallpaper.  

9.3.9 Enable the adaptive reuse of heritage items provided the adverse effects 
of the activity on heritage values and the surrounding environment can be 
avoided, remedied or mitigated.  

9.3.10 Ensure, in cases where group or precinct values have been identified, that 
the attributed values are protected from the adverse effects of erection of 
new structures, demolition of existing structures or alterations or additions 
to existing structures or spaces by:  

a. Ensuring that the character and scale of the space is retained and no 
visual domination occurs.  

b. Ensuring that any new structure is relevant to the space and 
maintains the integrity of the space.  

c. Ensuring that the orientation, scale, mass, density and shape of any 
new structure relates to the surrounding space and buildings.  

d. Ensuring the design of any new structure is compatible with the 
historic design of the existing buildings.  
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e. Ensuring that any changes in hard or soft landscaping, parking or 
signage are appropriate for the space.  

9.3.11 Ensure that identified precinct or special character area values are 
protected in residential areas while owner’s enjoyment and use of the 
property is not unnecessarily restricted.  

9.3.12 Avoid, remedy or mitigate adverse effects on residential precinct or special 
character area values by ensuring alterations or additions to the dwelling 
facades visible from a street frontage retain the identified style, scale and 
character of the original architectural style.  

9.3.13 Enable and facilitate the retention of heritage items and groups at risk from 
natural hazards by:  

a. Acknowledging that some heritage items are of greater significance 
than others and that resources may need to be prioritised on the 
basis of significance, integrity and condition.  

b. Reducing and/or minimising compliance costs for building owners for 
earthquake strengthening.  

c. Providing a range of instruments both regulatory and non-regulatory 
to encourage retention of heritage items and areas particularly for 
those items at risk from earthquake hazard.  

d. Encouraging a wide range of activities in the Town Centre in order to 
increase range and flexibility of uses.  

e. Enabling, as appropriate, alternative uses for heritage buildings in 
other parts of the District on a case-by-case basis.  

9.3.14 Recognise the Old Town as a conservation area and ensure the protection 
of the great historic, cultural, architectural and townscape significance of 
the Old Town area for future use and development by:  

a. Identifying individual primary buildings for protection in accordance 
with the Class A and B classes.  

b. Identifying contributory buildings that support the heritage context of 
the primary buildings and adopting appropriate and practicable 
guidelines to ensure that works undertaken on these buildings do not 
have an adverse effect on the primary heritage item.  

c. Requiring new development, irrespective of whether the item is listed 
or not, to respond to the heritage context and the high level of 
amenity in the overlay area.  

d. Promote good design as a means of conserving historic heritage 
context and values.  

e. Enable a range of activities to revitalise the Old Town as a vibrant 
and physically attractive centre and enable the conservation historic 
heritage values.  
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9.3.15 If a heritage item is completely or largely destroyed, its heritage is lost and 
replacement or replication is not required or expected.  

9.3.16 If a heritage item is damaged, replacement components may be of 
different materials, but should be of similar appearance.  

9.3.17 Ensure subdivision, infrastructure and earthworks recognise and provide 
for the identification and protection of historic heritage, including 
archaeological sites.   

Archaeological Sites 
9.3.18 To enable the sustainable management of the archaeological resource for 

future generations, consideration shall be given to:   

a.  Uniqueness of the site/s or area.   

b. Representative nature of the site/s or area (i.e. the best example of a 
particular site type).  

c. Condition.  

d. Tradition/historic association  

e. Alternate methods and locations available to carry out the proposed 
activity or works.  

f. The nature, form and extent of the proposed activity and the 
likelihood and extent of damage to the site/sites or area taking into 
account the extent to which there has already been land disturbance 
or damage.   

g. The findings of an archaeological assessment carried out by a 
suitably qualified archaeologist and the extent to which adverse 
effects can be avoided, remedied or mitigated.  

9.3.19 To enable development in the site-specific buffer area identified around 
each archaeological site/s or area in Appendix K, only where no adverse 
effect on the archaeological site/s or area will result.  

9.3.20 To encourage landowners, the community and tangata whenua to 
investigate sources of funding and methods of voluntary protection for the 
management of the archaeological resource including the use of 
covenants.  

Cultural Heritage – North West Structure Plan Area 
9.3.21 When considering applications for subdivision consent within the North 

West (refer to Appendix L), Council will promote recognition of the 
relationship of mana whenua with their ancestral land by encouraging 
developers to appropriately incorporate local culture and traditions into the 
urban landscape by demonstrating consideration of: 
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a. specific design, landscape treatment or naming of public open 
spaces, roads or facilities to reflect references to tūpuna, events or 
other cultural themes; and/or 

b. cultural values and traditions in the design of stormwater 
management facilities; including avoiding the mixing of water from 
different catchments; and/or 

c. names for roads, neighbourhoods, water bodies and open spaces 
within the subdivision which derive from or have direct association 
with the ancestral heritage of the locality; and/or 

d. other methods that may be proposed by mana whenua for the 
development site, via recommendations in any cultural impact 
assessment for the development site that may be included with the 
application.  

9.3.22 In the event of accidental discovery of wāhi tapu or archaeological site 
within the North West Structure Plan area, require the implementation of 
an Accidental Archaeological Discovery Protocol. 

9.3.23 In the event of accidental discovery of wāhi tapu within the North West 
Structure Plan area, the Council will require the protection of any 
discovered remains, from inappropriate subdivision and development that 
may adversely affect their cultural heritage values, including potential 
adverse effects on: 

a. the relationship of mana whenua with the site; and 

b. any cultural values or tikanga associated with the site; and 

c. individual elements of cultural value and the extent to which each is 
potentially affected. 

Note: An Archaeological Authority must be obtained from Heritage New 
Zealand prior to any land disturbance that may damage, modify or 
destroy an archaeological item. 

9.3.24 Recognise and provide for the relationship of mana whenua with wāhi tapu 
and archaeological sites recorded within the North West Structure Plan 
area (Refer to Appendix K).  

9.3.25 Applications for subdivision consent and development that involves land 
disturbance on any part of a site within the North West Structure Plan area 
which contains a recorded wāhi tapu (Refer to Appendix K), must 
demonstrate adherence to the following criteria: 

a. Where practicable wāhi tapu are to be preserved.   
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b. Where adverse effects on a wāhi tapu cannot practicably be avoided, 
applicants for subdivision consent and land disturbance activities 
must remedy or mitigate those effects by: 

i. demonstrating consideration of practical alternative methods, 
locations or designs that would avoid or reduce the impact on 
the cultural values of the wāhi tapu; and 

ii. demonstrating consideration of practical mechanisms to 
facilitate opportunities for mana whenua to reconnect with their 
ancestral land for karakia, monitoring and/or customary 
purposes; and 

iii. providing evidence as to why preservation of wāhi tapu is not 
practicable. 

c. Subdivision applications may identify specific areas of a site, where 
land disturbance will not occur, and Council may impose conditions 
on any consent precluding land disturbance from any part of a site on 
that basis. 

9.3.26 Require proposals for subdivision consent and land disturbance to be 
accompanied by an assessment, undertaken by a person suitably qualified 
in mana whenua cultural history or archaeology, identifying any wāhi tapu 
within the land parcel(s) proposed to be subdivided and identifying any 
design changes or other mitigation measures required to preserve or 
otherwise protect the cultural, spiritual and historic heritage values of any 
identified sites, unless: 

a. the site does not contain any feature identified in Appendix K; and  

b. the proposal will not adversely affect any wāhi tapu; or  

c. a wider assessment of the structure plan area including the site, 
undertaken by a person or persons qualified in mana whenua cultural 
history or archaeology, has identified the location of wāhi tapu and the 
proposal is in accordance with any recommendations of that 
assessment for management of those culturally significant sites; or  

d. an earlier assessment of the site, undertaken by a person or persons 
qualified in mana whenua cultural history or archaeology, has identified 
the location of wāhi tapu and any consequential implications for the 
alignment of connecting roads on adjoining sites, and the proposal is in 
accordance with any recommendations of that assessment for 
management of those culturally significant sites. 
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9.3.27 Where an assessment described in Policy 9.3.26 confirms that the 
proposed subdivision or land disturbance activity will not cause significant 
adverse effects on any wāhi tapu, Council will deem the activity to have a 
less than minor effect on cultural values. 

Note: Council will hold a register of cultural impact assessments and 
archaeological assessments. Where an assessment has been 
previously received by Council for any site, a further report will, at 
Council’s discretion not generally be required. 

9.4  RULES – CLASS A - HERITAGE ITEMS  

  The following rules apply to Class A heritage items and groups listed in 
Appendix A – Built Heritage Items.  

9.4.1  Permitted Activities  
The following are permitted activities for Class A items and groups:  

a.  Minor works and maintenance.  

b.  Interior structural works associated with earthquake strengthening, 
alterations and/or additions provided that:  

i.  The works are not in a building listed for interior values in 
Appendix A – Built Heritage Items.  

ii.  The works do not change or alter the external physical footprint 
or appearance of the building.  

9.4.2  Controlled Activities  

The following are controlled activities for Class A items and groups:  

a.  Interior structural works associated with earthquake strengthening, 
interior alterations and/or additions in a building listed for interior 
values in Appendix A – Built Heritage Items provided that, for major 
physical alterations, a conservation report shall be prepared by 
persons suitably qualified in heritage conservation.  

9.4.3  Discretionary Activities  
  The following are discretionary activities for Class A items:  

a. Alterations or additions that affect the exterior of the building, 
provided that, for major physical alterations, a conservation report 
shall be prepared by persons suitably qualified in heritage 
conservation prior to the physical works being undertaken.  

b. Erection of new structures or removal of structures in a Class A 
Group area other than a specifically listed Class A structure.  

c. Interior structural works for earthquake strengthening, interior 
alterations and/or additions to a building listed for interior values, for 

http://www.wanganui.govt.nz/our-district/district-plan-text/district-plan/Documents/AppendixA_HeritageItemsAugust7.pdf
http://www.wanganui.govt.nz/our-district/district-plan-text/district-plan/Documents/AppendixA_HeritageItemsAugust7.pdf
http://www.wanganui.govt.nz/our-district/district-plan-text/district-plan/Documents/AppendixA_HeritageItemsAugust7.pdf
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major physical alterations, where a conservation plan or report has 
not been prepared by suitably qualified persons prior to physical 
works and implemented.  

Note: The Council will waive resource consent fees for discretionary activities 
associated with the use and development of Class A inventory items 
unless a zone rule is breached. Discretionary applications may be 
publicly notified.  

9.4.4  Non-Complying Activities  
The following are non-complying activities for Class A items:  

a.  Demolition or relocation of any Class A inventory item.  

b.  Alterations or additions that affect the exterior of the building where a 
conservation plan or report has not been prepared by suitably 
qualified persons.  

Notes:   

1. Non-complying activities will generally be publicly notified.  
2. Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga should be consulted regarding any 

activity which would result in damage, destruction or modification of any item 
registered with Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga. This is in order to 
determine any Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014 requirements 
which may apply. Also note that it is an offence to modify or destroy any 
archaeological site without an Authority from Heritage NZ. The record sheets 
contained in the Inventory indicate which items are likely to fall within the 
definition of an archaeological site under the Heritage New Zealand Pouhere 
Taonga Act 2014.  

9.5  RULES - CLASS B - HERITAGE ITEMS  
  The following rules apply to Class B heritage items and groups listed in the 

Appendix A – Built Heritage Items.  

9.5.1  Permitted Activities  
The following are permitted activities for Class B items and groups:   

a.  Minor works and maintenance.  

b.  Interior structural works associated with earthquake strengthening, 
alterations and/or additions provided that:  

i. The works are not in a building listed for interior values in the 
Appendix A – Built Heritage Items.  

ii. The works do not change or alter the external physical footprint 
or appearance of the building.  

http://www.wanganui.govt.nz/our-district/district-plan-text/district-plan/Documents/AppendixA_HeritageItemsAugust7.pdf
http://www.wanganui.govt.nz/our-district/district-plan-text/district-plan/Documents/AppendixA_HeritageItemsAugust7.pdf
http://www.wanganui.govt.nz/our-district/district-plan-text/district-plan/Documents/AppendixA_HeritageItemsAugust7.pdf
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9.5.2  Controlled Activities  
The following are controlled activities for Class B items and groups:  

a. Interior structural works associated with earthquake strengthening, 
alterations and/or additions in a building listed for interior values 
provided that a conservation plan or report has been prepared by 
persons suitably qualified in heritage conservation and implemented.  

b. Works and maintenance that do not comply with the meaning of 
minor works and maintenance.  

   Council retains control over the following matters:  

i. The area of work that fails to comply with a conservation plan or 
report that has been prepared by persons suitably qualified in 
heritage conservation.  

ii. The area of works that fails to comply with the meaning of minor 
works and maintenance.  

9.5.3  Restricted Discretionary Activities  

  The following are restricted discretionary activities for Class B items and 
groups:  

a. Interior structural works associated with earthquake strengthening, 
alterations and/or additions in a building listed for interior values 
where a conservation plan or report has not been prepared by 
persons suitably qualified in heritage conservation and implemented.  

b. Alterations or additions that affect the exterior of the building.  

c. Erection of new structures or removal of structures in a Class B 
Group area other than a specifically listed Class B structure.  

In relation to the above, Council’s discretion is restricted to: 

i. Compatibility with the fabric and design of the building, but 
sufficient visual distinction to identify the new work.  

ii. The relationship of the additions or alterations to the original 
architectural style, character and scale of the building, including 
avoidance of visual dominance.  

iii. Materials, form and colour.  

iv. Whether the additions or alterations minimise effects on street 
elevations.  

v. Effect on existing heritage fabric and values.  

For new buildings in a Class B Group area Council’s discretion is 
restricted to:  

i. External design and appearance of the building, including 
building materials and external colour.  
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ii. The values and scale of the Group or precinct in which the site 
is located.  

iii. Relationship to the adjoining buildings.  

9.5.4  Discretionary Activities  
The following are discretionary activities for Class B items and groups:  

a.  Demolition or relocation.  

Notes:   

1. The Council will waive resource consent fees associated with the use and 
development of Class B inventory items for controlled and restricted 
discretionary activities or for discretionary activities for relocation provided the 
relocation results in the enhancement of the Inventory item unless a zone rule is 
breached. Controlled activities will be non-notified. Restricted discretionary 
activities may be publicly notified. Discretionary activities will generally be 
publicly notified.  

2. Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga should be consulted regarding any 
activity which would result in damage, destruction or modification of any item 
registered with Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga. This is in order to 
determine any Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014 requirements 
which may apply. Also note that it is an offence to modify or destroy any 
archaeological site without an Authority from Heritage NZ. The record sheets 
contained in the Inventory indicate which items are likely to fall within the 
definition of an archaeological site under the Heritage New Zealand Pouhere 
Taonga Act 2014.  

9.6  RULES - CLASS C - HERITAGE ITEMS  
  The following rules apply to Class C heritage items and groups listed in 

Appendix A - Heritage Items.  
9.6.1  Permitted Activities  

The following are permitted activities for Class C items and groups:  

a.  Minor works and maintenance.  

 b.  Alterations and additions.  

9.6.2  Controlled Activities  
The following are controlled activities for Class C items and groups:  

a.  Demolition, partial demolition or relocation.  

Council retains control over:  

i.  Compliance with Heritage NZ Guidelines for Recording of 
Historic Items.  

http://www.wanganui.govt.nz/our-district/district-plan-text/district-plan/Documents/AppendixA_HeritageItemsAugust7.pdf
http://www.wanganui.govt.nz/our-district/district-plan-text/district-plan/Documents/AppendixA_HeritageItemsAugust7.pdf
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Notes:   

1. The Council will waive resource consent fees associated with the use and 
development of Class C inventory items for controlled activities for relocation or 
partial demolition provided the relocation or partial demolition results in the 
enhancement of the Inventory item unless a zone rule is breached. Applications 
may be publicly notified.  

2. Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga should be consulted regarding any 
activity which would result in damage, destruction or modification of any item 
registered with Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga. This is in order to 
determine any Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014 requirements 
which may apply. Also note that it is an offence to modify or destroy, any 
archaeological site without an Authority from Heritage NZ. The record sheets 
contained in the Inventory indicate which items are likely to fall within the 
definition of an archaeological site under the Heritage New Zealand Pouhere 
Taonga Act 2014.  

9.7  RULES - OLD TOWN OVERLAY AREA  
Note:  Precedence of Rules refer 9.7.4.  

9.7.1  Permitted Activities  

The following are permitted activities in the Old Town Overlay area:  

a.  Minor works and maintenance.  

b.  Alterations or additions to buildings not in Appendix A – Built 
Heritage Items and provided the works do not change or alter the 
external physical footprint or appearance of the building.  

9.7.2  Controlled Activities  

The following are controlled activities in the Old Town Overlay area:  

a.  Alterations or additions that affect the exterior footprint or 
appearance of buildings not in Appendix A – Built Heritage Items.  

Council retains control over:  

i. Whether additions or alterations reflect the original architectural 
style, character and scale of the overlay;  

ii. Form, colour and materials;  

iii. The effect on existing heritage fabric and values;  

iv. Precinct values; and  

v. Consistency with the Town Centre Design Guidelines.  

http://www.wanganui.govt.nz/our-district/district-plan-text/district-plan/Documents/AppendixA_HeritageItemsAugust7.pdf
http://www.wanganui.govt.nz/our-district/district-plan-text/district-plan/Documents/AppendixA_HeritageItemsAugust7.pdf
http://www.wanganui.govt.nz/our-district/district-plan-text/district-plan/Documents/AppendixA_HeritageItemsAugust7.pdf
http://www.wanganui.govt.nz/our-district/district-plan-text/district-plan/Documents/AppendixA_HeritageItemsAugust7.pdf
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9.7.3  Restricted Discretionary Activities  
The following are restricted discretionary activities in the Old Town 
Overlay:  

a. Erection of new structures.  

b. Demolition, partial demolition or relocation of contributory buildings.  

Council restricts its discretion to:  

i. Whether new structures reflect the original 
architectural style, character and scale of the 
overlay;  

ii. Form, colour and materials;  

iii. The effect on existing heritage fabric and 
values;  

iv. Precinct values; and  

v.  Consistency with the Town Centre Design Guidelines.    

Note: The Council will waive resource consent fees for controlled activities. 
Controlled activity applications may be publicly notified. Discretionary 
applications will generally be publicly notified.  

9.7.4 Precedence of Rules  

  Where there is conflict between the rules of the underlying zone and the 
rules of this overlay zone, the more stringent activity status applies. For 
the avoidance of doubt:  

a. Where an activity is a permitted activity in the underlying zone and no 
construction, exterior alteration or demolition of structures is 
proposed, the activity is a permitted activity.  

b. Where an activity is a permitted activity in the underlying zone but 
involves is a restricted discretionary activity in this chapter (due to 
proposed construction or exterior alteration of a structure), then the 
activity is a restricted discretionary activity.  

c. Where an activity is a non-complying activity in the underlying zone 
but is a discretionary activity in this chapter (due to proposed 
demolition of a structure), then the activity remains a non-complying 
activity.  

9.7.5  Waiver of Resource Consent Fees  
  Where an activity would have been a permitted activity under the 

underlying zone but requires resource consent under the above 
provisions, the Council will waive resource consent fees.  

Note: Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga should be consulted regarding 
any activity which would result in damage, destruction or modification of 
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any item registered with Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga. This 
is in order to determine any Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 
2014 requirements which may apply. Also note that it is an offence to 
modify or destroy any archaeological site without an Authority from 
Heritage NZ. The record sheets contained in the Inventory indicate 
which items are likely to fall within the definition of an archaeological 
site under the Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014.  

9.8  RULES – CLASS BR (RESIDENTIAL) - HERITAGE 
ITEMS  

  The following rules apply to Class BR items and precincts listed in 
Appendix A – Built Heritage Items.  

9.8.1  Permitted Activities  
The following are permitted activities:  

a.  Minor works and maintenance.  

b.  Alterations and additions not visible from the street.  

9.8.2  Controlled Activities  

The following are controlled activities for Class BR residential inventory 
items:  

a. Alterations or additions that are visible from the street and affect the 
exterior footprint or appearance of the building.  

b. Erection of new structures visible from the street.  

  Council retains control over:  

i. Whether additions or alterations reflect the 
original architectural style, character and 
scale.  

ii. Effect on existing heritage fabric and values. 
iii. Precinct values.  

9.8.3  Restricted Discretionary Activities  
The following are restricted discretionary activities for Class BR residential 
inventory items:  

 a.  Demolition, partial demolition or relocation.  

Council restricts its discretion to:  

i. Heritage values of nearby buildings or the streetscape setting or 
the precinct.  

ii. Colours, materials and design of replacement structure.  
  

http://www.wanganui.govt.nz/our-district/district-plan-text/district-plan/Documents/AppendixA_HeritageItemsAugust7.pdf
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Notes:   

1. The Council will waive resource consent fees associated with the use and 
development of residential inventory items. Discretionary applications may be 
publicly notified.  

2. Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga should be consulted regarding any 
activity which would result in damage, destruction or modification of any item 
registered with Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga. This is in order to 
determine any Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014 
requirements which may apply. Also note that it is an offence to modify or 
destroy, any archaeological site without an Authority from Heritage NZ. The 
record sheets contained in the Inventory indicate which items are likely to fall 
within the definition of an archaeological site under the Heritage New 
Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014.  

9.9  RULES – CLASS SCA (SPECIAL CHARACTER 
AREA) HERITAGE ITEMS  

  The following rules apply to Class SCA items and precincts listed in 
Appendix A – Built Heritage Items.  

9.9.1  Permitted Activities  

The following are permitted activities:  

a. Minor works and maintenance.  

b. Alterations and additions that are not visible from the street.  

9.9.2  Controlled Activities  

The following are controlled activities for Class SCA residential inventory 
items:  

a. Alterations or additions that are visible from the street and affect the 
exterior footprint or appearance of the building.  

b. Erection of new structures visible from the street.  

  Council retains control over:  

i. Whether additions or alterations reflect the original architectural 
style, character and scale. 

ii. Precinct values.  

9.9.3  Restricted Discretionary Activities  
The following are restricted discretionary activities for Class SCA 
residential inventory items:  

 a.  Demolition, partial demolition or relocation.  
  

http://www.wanganui.govt.nz/our-district/district-plan-text/district-plan/Documents/AppendixA_HeritageItemsAugust7.pdf
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Council restricts its discretion to:  

i. Special character values of nearby buildings or the streetscape 
setting or the precinct.  

ii. Colours, materials and design of replacement structure.  
Notes:   

1. The Council will waive resource consent fees associated with the use and 
development of Special Character Area residential inventory items. 
Discretionary applications may be publicly notified.  

2. Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga should be consulted regarding any 
activity which would result in damage, destruction or modification of any item 
registered with Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga. This is in order to 
determine any Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014 requirements 
which may apply. Also note that it is an offence to modify or destroy any 
archaeological site without an Authority from Heritage NZ. The record sheets 
contained in the Inventory indicate which items are likely to fall within the 
definition of an archaeological site under the Heritage New Zealand Pouhere 
Taonga Act 2014.  

9.10  NORTH WEST STRUCTURE PLAN AREAS 
9.10 1 Permitted Activities  

The following are permitted activities in the North West Structure Plan 
Area:  

a. Land disturbance activities except those listed in Rule 9.10.2(a) or 
9.10.2(b) as a restricted discretionary activity.  

b. Activities otherwise permitted by this Plan, provided they do not 
include land disturbance. 

Notes:  

1. Earthworks are also regulated in Chapter 14 – Earthworks. 
2. Recorded archaeological sites and wāhi tūpuna are identified on the Planning 

Map. Aerial photo maps are available identifying individual sites. 

9.10.2  Restricted Discretionary Activities  
The following are restricted discretionary activities in the North West 
Structure Plan area, subject to compliance with Performance Standards 
9.11.1 and 9.11.2: 

a. Land disturbance activities on any part of a site which contains a 
recorded wāhi tūpuna identified in Appendix K, except where an 
Archaeological Authority from Heritage New Zealand has been 
obtained for the works. 

b. Land disturbance activities on sites not identified in Appendix K, 
except where a person suitably qualified in mana whenua cultural 
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history or archaeology certifies in writing that the proposed land 
disturbance will not damage or destroy any identifiable wāhi tapu. 

In relation to a. and b. above, Council restrict its discretion to:  

i. The extent to which individual elements of cultural heritage 
value are affected, and 

ii. Whether written approval has been obtained from mana 
whenua representatives. 

iii. Whether a cultural impact assessment prepared in liaison with 
mana whenua for the specific development proposed, has been 
included with the application and any recommendations of that 
assessment.  

iv. Mitigation measures, including measures identified in any 
assessment prepared under9.11.2, to avoid, remedy or mitigate 
any identified adverse effects of the activity on the cultural 
values associated with any identified wāhi tapu. 

v. The location and extent of land disturbance and extent of any 
exclusion areas, buffers or setbacks; and  

vi. Mitigation measures, including rehabilitation planting and the 
plant species used in rehabilitation planting. 

9.10.3 Discretionary Activities  

The following are discretionary activities in the North West Structure Plan 
area: 

9.10.3.1 Land disturbance activities listed in 9.10.2(a) or 9.10.2(b) that contravene 
Performance Standards 9.11.1 or 9.11.2. 

9.11 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS 
9.11.1  Archaeological Discovery Protocol  

a. Where an activity disturbs any archaeological material and no 
Heritage NZ Authority exists for the work, the Heritage New Zealand 
Pouhere Taonga Archaeological Discovery Protocol identified in 
9.11.1(b) must be followed. 

b. In the event that an unidentified archaeological site is located during 
works, the following applies:  

i. Work shall cease immediately at that place and within 20m 
around the site.  

ii. The contractor must shut down all machinery, secure the area, 
and advise the Site Manager.  
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iii. The Site Manager shall secure the site and notify the Heritage 
New Zealand Regional Archaeologist. Further assessment by 
an archaeologist may be required.  

iv. If the site is of Maori origin, the Site Manager shall notify the 
Heritage New Zealand Regional Archaeologist and the 
appropriate iwi groups or kaitiaki representative of the discovery 
and ensure site access to enable appropriate cultural 
procedures and tikanga to be undertaken, as long as all 
statutory requirements under legislation are met (Heritage New 
Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act, Protected Objects Act).  

v. If human remains (koiwi tangata) are uncovered the Site  

Manager shall advise the Heritage New Zealand Regional 
Archaeologist, NZ Police and the appropriate iwi groups or 
kaitiaki representative and the above process under (iv) shall 
apply. Remains are not to be moved until such time as iwi and 
Heritage New Zealand have responded.   

vi. Works affecting the archaeological site and any human remains 
(koiwi tangata) shall not resume until Heritage New Zealand 
gives written approval for work to continue. Further assessment 
by an archaeologist may be required.   

vii. Where iwi so request, any information recorded as the result of 
the find such as a description of location and content, is to be 
provided for their records.  

viii. Heritage New Zealand will determine if an archaeological 
authority under the Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 
2014 is required for works to continue.   

ix. It is an offence under S87 of the Heritage New Zealand 
Pouhere Taonga Act 2014 to modify or destroy an 
archaeological site without an authority from Heritage New 
Zealand irrespective of whether the works are permitted or 
consent has been issued under the Resource Management Act.   

9.11.2 Applications under 9.10.2(a) and 9.10.2(b) must be accompanied by an 
assessment, by a person suitably qualified in mana whenua cultural 
history or archaeology, confirming the location within the site of any 
identifiable wāhi tapu or archaeological site which: 

a. assesses the impact the proposed land disturbance could have on 
any identified wāhi tapu or archaeological site; and 

b. recommends mitigation measures, including setbacks from any 
identified wāhi tapu or archaeological site, to preserve or otherwise 
protect the cultural, spiritual and historic heritage values of the 
identified sites; and 
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c. identifies opportunities for strengthening the cultural connection 
between mana whenua and any of the identified sites; and 

d. identifies any consequential implications for the development of the 
site; except that no such assessment shall be required where:    

i. a pre-existing wider assessment of the structure plan area 
including the site, undertaken by a person or persons qualified 
in mana whenua cultural history or archaeology, has identified 
the location of wāhi tapu and archaeological sites and the 
proposal is in accordance with any recommendations of that 
assessment for management of those culturally significant 
sites; or  

ii. a pre-existing assessment of the site, undertaken by a person 
or persons qualified in mana whenua cultural history or 
archaeology, has identified the location of wāhi tapu and 
archaeological sites and any consequential implications for the 
alignment of connecting roads on adjoining sites, and the 
proposal is in accordance with any recommendations of that 
assessment for management of those culturally significant 
sites. 

Note: It is an offence to modify or destroy any archaeological site without an 
Authority from Heritage New Zealand, under the Heritage New Zealand 
Pouhere Taonga Act 2014. Where land disturbance is proposed to take 
place within an archaeological site/s or area mapped and listed in 
Appendix K (Archaeological and Other Sites) or the buffer area 
surrounding it, the person undertaking the proposed land disturbance 
should obtain a report from an archaeologist stating whether the 
archaeological site will be modified or destroyed. 
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