
On 12 June 2018 Whanganui District Council reviewed its representation 
arrangements and resolved to adopt the following initial proposal for the Council 
and the Rural Community Board for the elections to be held on 12 October 2019: 

Council Representation
It is proposed to retain the existing representation arrangements, with the Council comprising 
the Mayor and 12 members elected as a whole (‘at large’). 

Rural Community Board Representation 
It is proposed that the Rural Community Board continue to consist of three subdivisions and that 
the members of the Rural Community Board be elected by the electors of the subdivisions of the 
community as follows: 

• Whanganui subdivision - Two members

• Kaitoke subdivision - Two members

• Kai Iwi subdivision - Three members 

The areas of the subdivisions are shown on the map to the right. 

Two councillor appointments will continue to be made to the Rural Community Board.

It is proposed to change the boundaries of the Kaitoke and Whanganui subdivisions to address 
the population equality rule of the Local Electoral Act 2001.

Subdivision Description of change 
proposed

Explanation of proposed 
change from previous 
Board area

Whanganui Moving the boundary of the 
Whanganui subdivision, with 
the Whanganui subdivision 
taking in some of what has 
been Kaitoke. Mesh blocks 
1684900 and 1685000 would 
be transferred from the 
Kaitoke subdivision to the 
Whanganui subdivision.

This would make the 
Whanganui subdivision larger. 
Currently the Whanganui 
subdivision has too few 
people for the number of 
elected members it has. This 
would bring the Whanganui 
subdivision much closer 
in line with the population 
equality rule. 

Making this change would 
retain existing communities 
of interest and would 
also bring some larger 
farming properties into the 
Whanganui subdivision. It is 
considered that a stronger 
community of interest may 
exist here.  

Kaitoke Moving the boundary of 
the Kaitoke subdivision, 
with some of the Kaitoke 
subdivision moving into 
Whanganui. Mesh blocks 
1684900 and 1685000 would 
be transferred from the 
Kaitoke subdivision to the 
Whanganui subdivision.

This would make the Kaitoke 
subdivision smaller. Currently 
the Kaitoke subdivision has 
too few elected members 
for the number of people 
living in this subdivision. This 
would mean that the Kaitoke 
subdivision would now meet 
the population equality rule. 

Making this change would 
retain existing communities 
of interest and would also 
move some larger farming 
properties from the Kaitoke 
subdivision into the 
Whanganui subdivision. It is 
considered that a stronger 
community of interest may 
exist here.  

The population that each member will represent under this initial proposal is as follows:

Subdivision Population* Number of 
members

Population / member 
ratio

Whanganui 1,308 2 654

Kaitoke 1,772 2 886

Kai Iwi 2,650 3 883

TOTAL 5,730 7 819

*Note: these figures are based on a New Zealand Statistics estimate as of 30 June 2017

In accordance with section 19V(2) of the Local Electoral Act 2001 the population that each 
member represents must be within the range of  819 +/- 10% (737 to 901), unless particular 
community of interest considerations justify otherwise. 

Under this proposed representation arrangement only the Whanganui subdivision would fall 
outside the stipulated range. 

Although this subdivision does not comply with the +/- 10% requirement i.e. it has less people 
per its elected members than other subdivisions, the Council considers that the Whanganui 
subdivision warrants representation by two members and that the proposed new boundaries are 
the most appropriate means of representing this subdivision. This is based on the considerations 
set out in section 19V(3) of the Local Electoral Act 2001 - namely that weighting representation 
solely on population would not take sufficient consideration of existing communities of interest. 
As a result these proposed boundary adjustments keep the Fordell community intact, while 
also providing the opportunity for larger farming blocks to be incorporated into the more 
farming focused Whanganui subdivision. This is considered to be a better community of interest 
alignment than the existing arrangement within the Kaitoke subdivision. 

The Council considers that this structure reflects recognised communities of interest and provides 
effective and fair representation. 

Rural Community Board name
It is also proposed that the name of the Wanganui Rural Community Board be changed to the 
Whanganui Rural Community Board. 

Map showing all subdivisions, the proposed new 
boundaries and affected mesh blocks

Further information 
Copies of the Statement of Proposal and maps setting out the areas of the proposed Rural 
Community Board subdivisions may be viewed at, and obtained from the Whanganui District 
Council Customer Service counter, 101 Guyton Street or from the Davis Central City Library and 
Gonville Library. This information is also available on the Council website:  
www.whanganui.govt.nz/haveyoursay  

Any queries regarding the Council’s decision should be directed to Stephanie Macdonald-Rose, 
Policy and Governance Manager, Phone 06 349 0001 or  
stephanie.macdonald-rose@whanganui.govt.nz

Submissions are invited 
Persons with an interest in the proposed representation arrangements are invited to make 
written submissions on the Council’s initial representation proposal by:

• Completing the online submission form at www.whanganui.govt.nz/haveyoursay

• Sending an email to Stephanie.macdonald-rose@whanganui.govt.nz  

• Completing a hardcopy submission form and posting it to us at PO Box 637, Whanganui 
4540 or dropping it into the municipal building at 101 Guyton Street 

Submissions must be received by Council by 5.00pm on Friday, 3 August 2018. Please indicate if 
you wish to speak to your submission.

Kym Fell - Chief Executive 
Whanganui District Council  
20 June 2018
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