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Good afternoon

I am wanting to contribute to this policy, but I may be a bit late ?

I am concerned about the footpaths and shared pathways in the city and the problems I see as a
frequent user of both in and around my home in Liverpool street, and along the riverfront. They
are great, as they provide a “space” to move around on foot / cycle etc, but the more we put in
place, and the more people that use them, there needs to be clear policies on how they should
be operated.

My concerns are, in no particular order :

1. Footpaths are footpaths – so why is it now acceptable for those on bicycles to ride on
them ?
In the College Estate area there has been provision made on the roads for cyclists but

they continue to ride on the footpath’s as if it their right.

The Land Transport (Road User ) Rule 2004, section 11.11 Riding cycles on footpaths,
etc says :

(1) A person must not ride a cycle on a footpath or on a lawn, garden, or other cultivation forming part of a road.

(2) Subclause (1) does not apply to a person who rides a cycle on a footpath in the course of delivering newspapers, mail,

or printed material to letterboxes.

This should especially apply to powered cycles as I have seen too often these been ridden at excessive speeds.

This is pretty clear I would have thought !

2. Under no circumstances should cyclists be riding on the footpath along the avenue.

3. With the increasing development of pathways and access ways, there has been little or
no thought put into how to manage the different types of users when they are on the
pathway at the same time.

4. There needs to be a centre line, and more “keep left” signs  as the ones we have now
don’t seem to get the message across.

5. In areas where there is vegetation overhanging, these need to be cleared regularly –
along St Hill street is a good example with trees overhanging the path and in the face of
cyclists.

6. With the motorised scooter trial coming up, it would be good to see this included in
your policy. I see that our local trial will have a speed restriction mechanism built into it
in the CBD zone.
Other things to consider is where the scooters will be “parked” once the user has

finished with them. My recent experience in Auckland and
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Queenstown saw them just dropped anywhere, in the middle of busy walkways, in front
of entrances buildings etc

 
There also need to be  an awareness of the priority given to pedestrians by The Land
Transport (Road User ) Rule 2004, section 11.1A Users of shared path. There also needs
to be an enforcement process in place to deal with problems when they occur –
unfortunately this is all too often when a pedestrian is hit by somebody riding on
something with wheels, and scooters are more likely to be ridden faster by younger
people.
 

7.       I ride at least once a week around the river on the shared pathway. It would be helpful if
those walking / running their dogs had them on a leash, as they are extremely
unpredictable when off the leash.
 

8.       On a more personal note, the pathways around the city must be fit for purpose – that is
the surface needs to be kept clear of excess materials which may cause a falls risk.
Unfortunately my wife has had an accident on the stretch of the new pathway along the
London Street extension, where the council were obviously aware of an issue but left the
area open to the public. This accident caused extensive damage to her left wrist, and
after 5 and a half months and a 400 minute surgery the damage has been repaired. Now
the rest of the year will be taken up with rehabilitation. Her job is now gone – a front line
health worker, all because public servant(s) could not provide the necessary Duty of Care
to the public, on a pathway the council were responsible for.
 

If you require any further explanations / details, please do  not hesitate to contact me.
 

Regards
 
 
Russell Eades
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