
From: John Milnes <JohnMilnes@hotmail.co.nz>  
Sent: Tuesday, March 23, 2021 8:49 PM 
To: Hamish McDouall <Hamish.McDouall@whanganui.govt.nz> 
Subject: Late submission re climate change. 
 
Hi Hamish, 
 
Thanks for this opportunity to have a say about the climate change proposals. 
I hope it is helpful. 
 
John Milnes. 
 
The future of our city and planet depends on how we adjust our lifestyles, individually, 
locally, nationally and globally.  
The Covid19 crisis has been an incredibly costly exercise in both human and economy terms. 
But It has shown that we can deal with a major crisis when we really have to. 
Covid19 was and is a serious crisis and is not over yet, but climate change is ultimately far 
more serious than Covid 19 is. 
 If we are to weather this even more serious threat of climate change which is unfortunately 
not as obvious or as immediate as Covid19 has been, we must act with the same urgency. 
We cannot afford to delay action. This must involve local actions and supporting 
government to make positive changes to both reduce our carbon footprint and prepare for 
the inevitable effects of climate change, from rising sea levels, increased flood frequency, 
droughts and more. 
Although it is a global crisis it takes everyone from the large oil companies to individuals to 
get us out of the mess that 40 plus years of deliberate obfuscation and human 
procrastination have got us into. 
 
The urban landscape: New subdivisions (and housing) should be laid out so that they 
achieve solar gain in winter and also have roofs nominally north facing so that photovoltaic 
solar panels get the best sun possible. I think that there will be strong encouragement from 
Government to install photovoltaic in the near future. it is obvious that current housing 
subdivisions are seldom designed to encourage its use or take advantage of basic solar gain. 
 
Most streets could have their street trees as food trees, from nuts to apples and oranges to 
figs. The centre of Burton Ave is just asking to be turned into a food forest. 
A lawn can be attractive and a useful part of parks and reserves and as part of the food 
forest. But for some reason in our towns and cities we have become obsessed with the idea 
that it is only a lawn if kept within a few millimetres of the soil.  Evidence recently has 
shown that when it is not cut so short it enables the resulting grass to be more lush and 
healthy in the summer, needing less water because of a better root system and also 
providing more bee food.  Council could save a lot of time and money by showing that by 
cutting half as often the lawns will still be lawns but healthier. 
 
Solar panels: Another area council can set an example is by generating a large portion of the 
Council's office power by using the roof of their building for a solar array. Many schools and 
business' find that as they use most of their power during the day they make the most 
efficient use of this free energy. 

mailto:JohnMilnes@hotmail.co.nz
mailto:Hamish.McDouall@whanganui.govt.nz


 
Waste collection. It irks me that council was talked into the privatisation of our waste 
collection 20 odd years ago, mostly because it was assumed that because it wasn't coming 
out of rates it would cost less. A quick back of the envelope calculation shows that at the 
moment bins for general and green waste costs about $325 a year. Certainly rates might go 
up, but at least we would know that the object of the exercise is not about filling a landfill 
for profit. Or running now three different landfill trucks around every street in town. That is 
not an efficient use of resources or fossil fuel which leads back to the object of the whole 
climate change issue, reducing our carbon emissions, which is the most pressing issue of our 
time. 
 
 
John Milnes 
66B Delhi Ave, 
Aramoho, 
Whanganui 4500 
 
johnmilnes@hotmail.co.nz 
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